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Maldives, Thailand 
sign MoU on 
health; WHO lauds 
collaboration

2
On May 22, PM Modi 
will inaugurate 
projects worth 
Rs 26,000 crore in 
Bikaner
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Delay in regulatory 
clearances can hurt 
investor confidence, 
says Nirmala 
Sitharaman

India is set to launch 
a major humanitar-
ian initiative in Gua-

temala,  providing ap-
proximately 600 artificial 
limbs to those in need, of-
ficials announced today. 
The Indian Embassy in 
Guatemala City confirmed 
that all administrative pro-
cedures have been com-
pleted for an artificial limb 
fitment camp to be held 
within the premises of Gua-
temala’s Ministry of Defence. 
The 50-day camp, sched-
uled to begin in October 
2025, will be conducted by a 
specialized team from Bhag-
wan Mahaveer Viklang Sa-
hayata Samiti (BMVSS), 
the organization behind 
the globally acclaimed 
Jaipur Foot prosthetic. 
“This humanitarian initia-

tive will not only provide life-
enhancing support to its ben-
eficiaries but will also serve 
as a testament to the deepen-
ing bonds of friendship and 
cooperation between India 
and Guatemala,” said India’s 
Ambassador to Guatemala 
Manoj Kumar Mohapatra. 
The project comes under In-
dia’s “India for Humanity” 
programme and will be the 
33rd such camp organized 
globally. The initiative co-
incides with celebrations 
marking the 53rd anniver-

sary of diplomatic relations 
between the two nations. 
Prem Bhandari, Chair-
man of Jaipur Foot USA, 
recently visited Guatemala 
at Ambassador Mohapa-
tra’s invitation to com-
memorate this diplomatic 
milestone and formalize 
arrangements for the camp. 
“We believe in Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam. All are our 
brothers and sisters in the 
world and we will provide 
free artificial limbs to them. 
Even our Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi believes in 
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam 
policy,” Bhandari told ANI. 
During the visit, Bhandari 
handed over the official 
confirmation letter to Gua-
temalan officials including 
Claudine Ogaldes, Execu-
tive Secretary of CONRED 
(Guatemala’s National 
Coordination for Disaster 
Reduction), and William 
Oswaldo, Inspector General 
of the Army by prem Bhan-
dari on behalf of the Indian 
Embassy in Guatemala 
Guatemala’s Foreign Minis-
ter Carlos Ramiro Martinez 
attended the announce-
ment event alongside dip-
lomatic corps members, 
government  of f ic ia ls , 
and business leaders. 
BMVSS, which has con-
ducted 114 international 
camps since its founding in 
1975, has provided nearly 
2.3 million prosthetic limbs 

and assistive devices world-
wide. The organization was 
founded by DR Mehta, who 
has been awarded the Pad-
ma Bhushan, one of India’s 
highest civilian honours. 
A container carrying ma-
chinery and equipment 
required for the camp 
is expected to arrive at a 
Guatemalan seaport in 
September, with the team 
comprising seven techni-
cians and two team leaders 
arriving shortly thereafter. 
The Indian Embassy in 
Guatemala also announced 
plans to host what it de-
scribes as the largest Inter-
national Day of Yoga cel-
ebration outside India on 
13 June, with 12,000 people 
expected to participate.  
India to provide 600 arti-
ficial limbs in Guatemala 
Humanitarian Initiative 
Guatemala City [Guatema-
la], 

India restricts 
Bangladeshi 
export ports
New Delhi : The port restric-
tion on import of certain 
goods from Bangladesh to 
India has been notified in 
the Gazette of India. The 
official gazette notification 
was issued on Monday and 
published today. India has 
imposed restrictions on 
the entry of Bangladeshi 
ready-made garments (RMG) 
and other products through 
its northeastern land ports 

-- Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, 
Mizoram -- and Fulbari and 
Changrabandha in West Ben-
gal, weeks after controversial 
remarks made by Bangla-
desh’s interim chief advisor 
Muhammad Yunus about the 
India’s northeastern region, 
during his visit to China. 
During a speech in China, 
Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser 
Yunus had described India’s 
northeastern states as a 

“landlocked region with no ac-
cess to the ocean.” This com-
ment has sparked diplomatic 
friction, with Indian officials 
viewing it as undermining 
the region’s connectivity and 
status. 
The new restrictions will, 
slapped on May 17 and 
came into effect immedi-
ately, forced Bangladesh to 
reroute exports -- including 
Ready-Made garments (RMG), 
plastics, melamine, furniture, 
juices, carbonated drinks, 
bakery items, confection-
ery, and processed foods 

-- through Kolkata port in 
West Bengal or Nhava Sheva 
port in Maharashtra, sharply 
increasing logistics costs. 
With 93 per cent of Ban-
gladesh’s exports to India 
previously moving through 
these land routes, the impact 
on its ready made garments 
sector -- which exports nearly 
USD 740 million worth of 
garments to India annually 

-- could be severe. 
The move is expected to dis-
rupt Bangladesh’s garment 
industry, raising costs and 
limiting market access, while 
creating new opportunities for 
Indian manufacturers. 
India’s restrictions on imports 
from Bangladesh via land 
ports will impact goods worth 
USD 770 million, accounting 
for nearly 42 per cent of total 
bilateral imports, according 
to the Global Trade Research 
Initiative (GTRI) report, a 
trade-focused research group. 
The May 17 directive makes 
clear that imports of essential 
items like fish, LPG, edible 
oil, and crushed stone remain 
unaffected. Goods transiting 
through India from Bangla-
desh to Nepal and Bhutan are 
also exempt.

India to provide 600 artificial limbs in 
Guatemala Humanitarian Initiative
India is launching a major humanitarian initiative in Guatemala to 
provide 600 free artificial limbs through a Jaipur Foot fitment camp.

In d i a n  st o ck  i n d i c e s 
slumped for the third 
straight session, possibly 
due to continued profit book-
ing, while investors awaited 
further updates on India-
US trade deal negotiations. 
Commerce Minister Piyush 
Goyal had “good discus-
sions” with US Commerce 
Secretary Howard Lutnick, 
towards expediting the first 
tranche of India-US Bilat-
eral Trade Agreement in 
his ongoing visit to the US. 
Sensex closed at 81,191.51 
points, down 867.91 points 
or 1.06 per cent, while Nifty 
closed at 24,684.85 points, 
down 260.60 points or 1.04 
per cent. All the sectoral 
indices were deep in the 
red, with auto, FMCG, me-
dia, pharma slumping the 
most. Nifty India Defence 
slumped 2.4 per cent. Gold, 
a key indicator of financial 
sector, was trading at USD 
3,238.50 per ounce, up 
USD 5.00 or 0.15 per cent. 
Sensex is now some 4,000 

points below its all-time 
high of 85,978 points. 
“Among Sectors, all the 
major sectoral indices 
registered intraday profit 
booking at higher levels but 
Defense, Auto indices lost 
the most shed over 2 percent. 
Technically, after a positive 
open market consistently 
witnessing selling pressure 
at higher levels,” said Shri-
kant Chouhan, Head Equity 
Research, Kotak Securities. 
Vinod Nair, Head of Re-
search, Geojit Investments 
Limited, said, “With the 
lack of major positive trig-
gers and prevailing un-
certainty over U.S. fiscal 
stability, investors opted 
for profit-booking and ad-
opted a cautious stance. 
Selling pressure was wide-

spread as participants 
awaited more clarity on the 
India-U.S. trade agreement. 
Given the current premium 
valuations and delays in 
the trade deal, we foresee a 
phase of short-term consoli-
dation, which may lead FIIs 
to scale back their positions 
in the domestic market.” 
Indian stock indices soared 
early last week, supported 
by the news that the con-
flict between India and 
Pakistan had de-escalated 
after the two Armed forces 
reached an understanding 
to stop the military actions. 
Another shot in the arm 
came from the easing of 
trade wars between the US 
and China. 

Indian stocks slump on profit 
booking; US trade deal news in focus
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Jaishankar lauds PM’s push to boost India-Netherlands ties

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar on Tuesday called 
on Netherlands Prime Minis-
ter Dick Schoof in The Hague. 
Jaishankar appreciated his 
commitment to taking the 
India-Netherlands part-
nership to newer heights. 
He also appreciated Nether-
lands’ stance against terrorism. 
In a post on X, he said, “Delight-
ed to call on PM Dick Schoof 
today in The Hague. Conveyed 
the warm greetings of PM Na-
rendra Modi and thanked him 
for the Netherlands’ firm and 
resolute stance against terror-
ism. Appreciate his commit-
ment to taking the India-Neth-
erlands partnership to newer 

heights. Assured that our teams 
will work hard to achieve these 
goals.”
Earlier on Monday, Ruben 

Brekelmans, Minister of De-
fence of the Netherlands, 
discussed the security chal-
lenges in Europe and Asia 

with External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar at The Hague. 
Brekelmans said that today, 
cooperation with India has as-

sumed greater importance. 
In a post on X, he said, “In these 
turbulent times close coopera-
tion with India is more impor-
tant than ever. Great honour to 
receive Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs S Jaishankar. We discuss 
security challenges in Asia/Eu-
rope and our Defence partner-
ship. Looking forward to deep-
ening our cooperation!” Defence 
Minister Ruben Brekelmans and 
Jaishankar discussed the benefits 
of a bilateral defence partner-
ship between the two nations. 
“Pleased to meet Defence Min-
ister Ruben Brekelmans in The 
Hague today. Exchanged views 
on our respective security per-
spectives and challenges. Also 
spoke about the benefits of forg-
ing a bilateral defence partner-
ship,” Jaishankar stated.

EAM Jaishankar arrived in 
the Netherlands early Mon-
day (IST) to hold discussions 
with the country’s leadership. 
According to a statement from 
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA), EAM Jaishan-
kar is on an official visit to the 
Netherlands, Denmark, and 
Germany from May 19 to 24. 
During the visit, the EAM will 
meet with the leadership of the 
three countries and discuss the 
entire range of bilateral rela-
tions. Discussions will also take 
place on global and regional 
matters of mutual interest. 
In the wake of the dastardly Pa-
halgam terror attack, the three 
countries were a part of the 
several countries from across 
the world that had expressed 
solidarity with India.

Rs 2,800 Cr in properties sold at 
Times of India’s Property Fest

India’s real estate indus-
try just witnessed a path-
breaking weekend, as the 
three-day event ‘The Great 
Property Sell Fest’ clocked 
over INR 2800 crore in 
sales, with 550 units sold 
across residential, commer-
cial, and retail asset classes. 
A first-of-its-kind event, 
hosted across Gurugram, 
Noida, and Panipat in as-
sociation with The Times of 
India, the fest attracted over 
15,000 property owners, 
investors, channel partners, 
and homebuyers. Attendees 
experienced a revolution-
ary real estate marketplace 
where both sellers and 
buyers took centre stage. 
Organised under  the 
unique concept of ‘You 
Sell, We Buy,” the event 
wa s  a  o n e - o f- a-k i n d 

real estate marketplace. 
“The response at The Great 
Property Sell Fest has been 
truly encouraging. Not only 
did customers actively par-
ticipate in selling proper-
ties worth INR 600 crore 
from other developers, but 
they also made significant 
investments in our projects 
across Gurgaon, Noida, 
and Panipat. It’s gratify-
ing to see the growing de-
mand for quality, lifestyle-
focused developments,” 
said Mr. Robin Mangla, 

President, M3M India. 
Adding to the excitement, 
Mr. Ashish Jerath, Presi-
dent - Sales & Marketing, 
Smartworld Developers 
said, “Our landmark proj-
ects like Smartworld One 
DXP and Smartworld The 
Edition saw exceptional 
bookings, while our inau-
gural project, Smartworld 
Orchard, was completely 
sold out, a clear reflection of 
the strong customer trust in 
our vision and delivery.
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Only 7% of Indian firms cyber-ready, says Cisco

Cybersecurity readiness 
remains alarmingly low 
in Indian companies, 
with only 7 per cent of 
firms in India achieving 
a mature level of readi-
ness by 2025, according to 
a recent report by global 
technology firm Cisco. 
This is an increase from 
last year’s (2024) Index, 
in which 4 per cent of In-
dian organisations were 
designated as mature, the 
Cisco 2025 Cybersecurity 
Readiness Index observed. 
This demonstrates that de-
spite an improvement from 
last year, cybersecurity pre-
paredness remains low as 
hyper-connectivity and AI 
introduce new complexities 
for security practitioners. 
The report added that artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) is revo-
lutionising security and es-

calating threat levels, with 
9 in 10 organisations (95 
per cent) facing AI-related 
security incidents last year. 
However, only 66 per 
cent of respondents are 
confident that their em-
ployees  ful ly  under-
stand AI-related threats. 
The report further ob-
served that more than half 
of Indian organisations (57 
per cent) suffered cyberat-
tacks, hindered by com-
plex security frameworks 
with disparate point solu-

tions in the previous year. 
Cybersecurity Readiness 
Index adds that the in-
dustry respondents view 
external threats like ma-
licious actors and state-
affiliated groups (46 per 
cent) as more significant 
to their organisations than 
internal threats (54 per 
cent), underscoring the 
urgent need for stream-
lined defence strategies to 
thwart external attacks. 
The Index evaluates com-
panies’ readiness across 

five pillars--Identity Intelli-
gence, Network Resilience, 
Machine Trustworthiness, 
Cloud Reinforcement, 
and AI Fortification-- and 
encompasses 31 solu-
tions and capabilities. 
The deep dive into the find-
ings, the lack of cyberse-
curity readiness in India 
is alarming as 81 per cent 
of respondents anticipate 
business disruptions from 
cyber incidents within 
the next 12 to 24 months. 
In India, about 96 per cent 
of organisations use AI to 
understand threats bet-
ter, 88 per cent for threat 
detection, and 77 per cent 
for response and recov-
ery, underscoring AI’s vi-
tal role in strengthening 
cybersecurity strategies. 
The report observes that the 
Generative AI (GenAI) tools 
are widely adopted, with 46 
per cent of employees using 
approved third-party tools.
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