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A month has passed since the terrorist attack spon-
sored by Pakistan in Pahalgam. But the real terrorists 
who carried out this attack are still roaming free.
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J AYA N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi

AMID strained diplomatic rela-
tions, India on Thursday called 
on Turkiye to urge building ties 
on mutual respect and sensitiv-
ity to each other’s core con-
cerns and asked it to press Pa-
kistan to  dismantle  i ts 
decades-old terror infrastruc-
ture and halt support for cross-
border terrorism.

“We expect Turkiye to strong-
ly urge Pakistan to end its sup-
port to cross-border terrorism 
and take credible and verifiable 
actions against the terror eco-
system it has harboured for 
decades,” MEA spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal said. He add-
ed: “Relations are built on the 

basis of  sensitivities to each 
other’s concerns.”

This statement comes in the 
context of  tensions between In-
dia and Turkiye, exacerbated 
by Ankara’s criticism of  Indian 
military strikes on terror 
camps in Pakistan and Paki-
stan-occupied Kashmir. India 
has also been closely monitor-
ing and critical of  Pakistan’s 
deployment of  Turkish-origin 
drones during heightened bor-
der tensions.

Jaiswal also addressed the 
recent decision by India’s Bu-
reau of  Civil Aviation Security 
to revoke the security clear-
ance of  Çelebi Aviation Pvt Ltd, 
a Turkish-founded company 
operating ground services at 

nine Indian airports. Noting 
that the matter had been raised 
with Turkish diplomats in New 
Delhi, Jaiswal clarified: “The 
Çelebi matter has been dis-
cussed with the Turkish Em-
bassy here. But I understand 

that this particular decision 
was taken by the Civil Aviation 
Security...”

On a question about Chinese 
support for Pakistan, Jaiswal 
said China is well aware that 
“mutual trust and mutual sen-

sitivity” remain the basis of  
the ties.   

Jaiswal also referred to a 
high-level telephonic conver-
sation on May 10 in this con-
text. “Our NSA (Ajit Doval) 
and the Chinese Foreign Min-
ister and Special Representa-
tive on Boundary Issue Wang 
Yi had spoken to each other on 
May 10 2025, when NSA con-
veyed India’s resolute stance 
against cross-border terrorism 
emanating from Pakistan,” 
Jaiswal said.

The spokesperson said: “The 
Chinese side is well aware that 
mutual trust, mutual respect 
and mutual sensitivity remain 
the basis of  India-China 
relations.”

Ask Pak to end support to terror, Turkiye told
 MEA calls for building ties on mutual respect and sensitivity to core concerns  MPs’ delegations mount diplomatic outreach in UAE, Japan

P R E E T H A  N A I R  @ New Delhi

THE United Arab Emirates and 
Japan on Thursday pledged 
support to India in its fight 
against cross-border terrorism 
as the multi-party delegations 
began diplomatic outreach to 
present their case on the India-
Pak conflict to world leaders.

During his meeting with the 
delegation led by JD(U) MP 
Sanjay Jha, Japan Foreign Min-
ister Takeshi Iwaya empha-
sised that terrorism cannot be 
justified in any form and ex-
pressed solidarity with India 
and the world in the fight 
against terrorism. Reiterating 
Japan’s support to India’s fight 
against terrorism, the minister 
also lauded the restraint shown 
by the Indian side. He called for 
punishing the perpetrators of  

terrorist activities.
Jha conveyed to the leaders 

that the terrorist attack in Pa-
halgam was a nefarious at-
tempt to disturb development 
and peace in the Union Terri-
tory of  Jammu and Kashmir in 
India. “Through Operation Sin-
door, India responded to the at-
tack in a precise, targeted, pro-

portionate and non-escalatory 
manner,” said Jha.

He said that India has zero 
tolerance for terrorism and 
that it does not differentiate be-
tween terrorists and those sup-
porting them. He also urged 
Japan’s support in the fight 
against terrorism and called 
for giving effect to the UN Secu-

rity Council Press Statement of  
25 April 2025, which underlined 
the need to hold perpetrators, 
organizers, financiers, and 
sponsors of  this reprehensible 
act of  terrorism accountable 
and to bring them to justice.

Meanwhile, the delegation 
led by Shiv Sena MP Shrikant 
Eknath Shinde met with Dr. Ali 
Rashid Al Nuami, Chairman of  
the Defence Affairs, Interior & 
Foreign Affairs Committee of  
the UAE Federal National 
Council, and Sheikh Nahyan 
Mabarak Al Nahyan, Minister 
of  Tolerance and Co-Existence 
in Abu Dhabi.

It also held meetings with the 
UAE leadership and media to 
brief  them on the significance 
of  Operation Sindoor and reaf-
firm India’s firm stance against 
cross-border terrorism. 

Japan echoes India’s concern on terrorism

A L S O  I N  T O P  C O U R T
SC seeks guidelines 

on heatwave 
Taking note of a PIL highlighting 
more than 700 heatwave deaths 
last year, the Supreme Court has 
sought the Centre’s response on 

a plea seeking directions to 
strictly implement national 
guidelines to prepare an 

action plan on the 
management of heatwave

conditions. The SC was 
hearing a plea filed by 
environment activist 

Vikrant Tongad.

Pre-counselling fee 
disclosure a must
Expressing concern over 
widespread seat blocking in 
postgraduate medical 
admissions, the Supreme 
Court has mandated pre-

counselling fee disclosure by 
all private and deemed 

universities for NEET-PG. 
It said seat blocking

distorted the actual 
availability of seats 
and fostered inequity 
among aspirants.

IAF told not to remove 
Wing Commander part 
of Operation Sindoor
S U C H I T R A  K A LY A N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi

THE Supreme Court on Thurs-
day directed the Centre and the 
Indian Air Force (IAF) not to 
remove from service a woman 
Wing Commander, who was 
part of  Operation Balakot and 
Operation Sindoor but was de-
nied permanent commission.

The top court’s direc-
tion came after it heard 
the the plea filed by 
Wing Commander Ni-
k i t a  Pa n d e y  wh o 
claimed discrimina-
tion for being denied 
permanent commission 
in the Indian Armed Forces.

Seeking responses from the 
Centre and IAF on the plea, a 
two-judge bench of  the apex 
court, led by Justice Surya 
Kant ordered that the petition-
er should not to be released 
from service till further orders 
and posted the matter for fur-

ther hearing to August 6.
Senior advocate Menaka Gu-

ruswamy, appearing for Pandey, 
told the court that her client 
was an expert fighter control-
ler, who participated as an ex-
pert in the Integrated Air Com-
mand and Control Systems, 
which were deployed in Opera-
tion Sindoor and Operation 
Balakot. Highliting Pandey’s 

exceptional service, Gu-
ruswamy said the officer 
had served over 13.5 
years but was impacted 
by a 2019 policy that de-
nied her permanent 

commission and forced 
her to conclude her serv-

ice after a month. The officer 
ranked second in the merit list 
of  expert air fighter control-
lers in the country, he added.

The bench asked Bhati, ap-
pearing for the Centre and IAF, 
the grounds for not granting 
the officer a permanent com-
mission in the Armed Forces.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ New Delhi

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar has linked the Pa-
halgam terror attack, where 
tourists were targeted and 
killed based on their religion, 
as the “extreme religious out-
look” of  Pakistan’s army chief  
Asim Munir.

In a sharp statement during 
an interview with Dutch broad-
caster NOS, Jaishankar said, 
“Tourists were murdered in 
front of  their families after as-
certaining their faith, and it 
was done in a way to harm tour-
ism, which is the mainstay of  
the Kashmir economy, and to 
create a religious discord.” 

The attack has reignited con-
cerns over the role of  religious 
extremism in cross-border ter-
rorism. Indian authorities see 
the attack as a calculated move 
not only to instill fear but also 
to disrupt the peace and eco-
nomic recovery in the region.

Jaishankar said that such 
acts of  terror are not isolated, 

but rather influenced by Paki-
stan’s military leadership. “And 
to understand that, you’ve got 
to also see the Pakistani side — 
you have a Pakistani leader-
ship, especially their army 
chief, who is driven by an ex-
treme religious outlook, so 
there is clearly some connect 
between the views that were ex-
pressed and the behaviour that 
was done,” he said.

Jaishankar’s comments re-
flect India’s growing frustra-
tion with what it views as con-
tinued support for terrorism by 
Pakistan’s establishment.

The remarks also come amid 
broader regional tensions and 
at a time when India has been 
actively promoting Kashmir as 
a safe and attractive destina-
tion for tourists and investors.  
Jaishankar has also clarified
that the recent understanding 
reached between India and Pa-
kistan  was the outcome of  di-
rect talks between the two 
countries, and not the result of  
any third-party mediation. 

Pahalgam attack shows 
extreme religious outlook 
of Munir, says Jaishankar 

Turkish firm engaged in Indore under lens over links to drone maker
A N U R A A G  S I N G H  @ Bhopal

INDORE civic body authorities 
have ordered a probe against a 
Turkish company for its al-
leged association with the 
Turkish technology major As-
sisguard which manufactured 
Songar armed drones used by 
Pakistan against India after the 
launch of  Operation Sindoor.

The company, Asis Ele-
ktronik, has been taking care 
of  the ticket fare collection sys-

tem of  the 11.5-km-long Bus 
Rapid Transport System in 
MP’s most populated city.

“A probe has been ordered to 
establish the relationship be-
tween Asis Elektronic and 
Asisguard which supplied 
armed drones to Pakistan to 
strike at Indian targets. If  the 
probe establishes any associa-
tion between the two compa-
nies, then Asis Elektronic’s 
contract for the BRTS will be 
immediately terminated,” In-

dore mayor and BJP leader 
Pushyamitra Bhargava said on 
Thursday. This is the second 
time in three days a probe has 
been ordered against the Turk-
ish company which also holds 
the ̀ 230 crore contract for auto-
matic fare collection systems in 
the Bhopal and Indore metro 
railway projects. On May 19, 
state’s Urban Development and 
Housing minister Kailash Vi-
jayvargiya ordered a probe 
against the same company.

“It’s being said that Asis Ele-
ktronic is directly associated 
with the Turkish company 
which supplied armed drones 
to Pakistan for use against In-
dia. This company has been 
working in a joint venture with 
another company for BRTS In-
dore since 2016. The inquiry 
will look into all aspects. We 
can’t allow any firm, which is 
directly or indirectly related to 
forces against our national se-
curity, to thrive on our resourc-

es,” the mayor added.
 “Apart from the Indore 

BRTS-related issue, it is being 
widely reported that citizens of  
our country have decided 
against touring Turkiye due to 
its partnership with Pakistan 
against India. If  the citizens 
are doing it out of  patriotism, 
it’s our duty to find out whether 
use of  Turkish technology in 
our infrastructure projects is 
hurting Indian interests social-
ly or economically,” he said.

Experience a ‘litmus  
test’ for Agniveers
Many Agniveers were also part of 
the Indian military units, including 
air defence, which played a critical 
role during the four-day military 
confrontation between India and 
Pakistan, the experience earned 
in the line of duty proving a 
“litmus test” for them, said 
sources. However, only limited 
number of Agniveers are presently 
there in the military units.

‘Tourists murdered  
in front of families’
In a sharp statement during an 
interview with Dutch broadcaster 
NOS, EAM S Jaishankar said, 
“Tourists were murdered in front 
of their families after 
ascertaining their faith, and it 
was done in a way to harm 
tourism, which is the mainstay of 
the Kashmir economy, and to 
create a religious discord.”  

‘Indus Waters Treaty  
will remain in abeyance’
India on Thursday asserted that 
Indus Waters Treaty with Pakistan 
will remain in “abeyance” until 
Islamabad “credibly” abjures 
support to  cross-border terrorism 
as “water and blood” cannot flow 
together. EAM spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal said that any 
bilateral talks with Islamabad will 
only be on vacation of illegally 
occupied territories of Kashmir by 
Pakistan. “You are aware of our 
position that any India-Pakistan 
engagement has to be bilateral,” 
he said. 

S Jaishankar with his Danish counterpart Lars Lokke Rasmussen in Denmark |  PTI

The Shinde-led delegation meets UAE officials in Abu Dhabi |  EXPRESS

B’desh told to expedite 
nationality verification
As India cracks the whip on illegal 
immigrants from Bangladesh, the 
MEA spokesperson said that India 
has urged Bangladesh to expedite 
the “nationality verification of its 
nationals” so that deportations 
can take place faster. Several 
states have begun the process of 
identifying Bangladeshis staying 
illegally without documentation.

S  L A L I T H A  @ New Delhi

THE Directorate General of  
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on 
Thursday asked Indigo Airlines 
to submit a report on the hail-
storm impacting the Delhi-Sri-
nagar flight 6E 2142 on Wednes-
day evening. All 227 passengers 
on board narrowly escaped af-
ter the flight encountered the 
hailstorm midway.

The director of  DGCA, Faiz 
Ahmed, told this newspaper, 
“We have asked Indigo to sub-
mit a report on the incident. We 
will decide whether to order an 
inquiry after finding out what 
the airline has to say about it.”

Former pilots and aviation 
safety experts, however, said  
the situation could have been 
handled better. 

Captain C S Randhawa, pres-
ident of  Federation of  Indian 
Pilots, told this newspaper, 
“The weather in an approach-
ing area is picked up very much 
in advance by two weather ra-
dars which are superimposed 
on the navigation display. There 
is a red area which is displayed 
to caution the cockpit crew. It 
can never happen that both ra-
dars fail simultaneously. This 
gives the pilot a chance to di-
vert the flight well in advance 
to avoid something in the route 
by connecting with ATC and 
taking their guidance too.”   

He added that the pilot can 
opt for a diversion 80 miles or 
even 60 miles before the spot 
where there is an issue. In this 
case, the flight was confronted 
by pre-monsoon conditions on 
the Delhi-Srinagar route. He 
said that steps should have 
been taken to avert the hail-
storm completely.

Aviation Safety Consultant 
and former pilot Captain Mo-
han Ranganathan posted an ex-
planation on ‘X’ with photo-
graphs detailing the precautions 
that pilots must take in such ad-
verse weather conditions. 

Sharing details about a train-
ing CD he had readied for the 
DGCA, he stated that all air-
lines must mandatorily carry 
out an ALAR (Approach and 
Landing Reduction) training 
for pilots. “Never fly in the 
clear area below the anvil of  a 
mature CB (Cumulonimbus 
cloud).  There is a very strong 
likelihood of  hail damage to 
aircraft, especially during pre-
monsoon and post-monsoon 
thunderstorms.”

Regarding Wednesday’s inci-

dent, he added, “I find the wind-
shield, wing leading edges or 
engine cowling show no dam-
age. Only the nose cone damage 
does not point to a severe 
hailstorm.”

Asked for its response to the 
views expressed by aviation ex-
perts, an IndiGo spokesperson 
said, “We do not want to com-
ment on speculations.”

In a fresh statement released 
Thursday, the airline said that 
all passengers were attended to 
upon landing, and no injuries 
were reported. 

“The aircraft is currently un-
dergoing necessary inspection 
and maintenance in Srinagar 
and will resume operations 
once all clearances have been 
secured,” it said.

DGCA asks airline to submit 
report on Del-Srinagar plane

M U K E S H  R A N J A N  @ New Delhi

THE CBI has filed a charge 
sheet naming former Jammu 
and Kashmir governor Satya-
pal Malik and six others in con-
nection with alleged corrup-
tion in the award of  civil works 
worth `2,200 crore for the Kiru 
hydropower project, officials 
said on Thursday.  They said 
the charge sheet, filed after a 
three-year probe before a spe-
cial court, names Malik’s two 
aides, Virender Rana and Kan-
war Singh Rana.

The officials said others 
named are the then-Chenab 
Valley Power Projects Pvt Ltd 
(CVPPPL) managing director 
MS Babu, directors Arun Ku-
mar Mishra and MK Mittal, the 
managing director of  construc-
tion firm Patel Engineering Ltd 
Rupen Patel, and a private per-
son, Kanwaljeet Singh Duggal.

In a post on ‘X’, Malik said he 
was admitted to the hospital 
and unable to talk to anyone. 
He said he was getting calls 
from well-wishers, which he 
could not take.

Notably, after taking over the 
probe into the case, the CBI 
conducted searches at the 
premises of  Malik and others 
in February last year.

The case pertains to the al-
leged malpractices in awarding 
the contract worth about ̀ 2,200 
crore for civil works of  the Kiru 
Hydroelectric Power (HEP) 
Project to a private company in 
2019, the CBI said after the reg-
istration of  the FIR in 2022.

Malik, who was the governor 
of  J&K from August 23, 2018, to 
October 30, 2019, claimed that 

he was offered a `300 crore 
bribe for clearing two files, in-
cluding the one about the 
project. He denied allegations 
of  corruption against him after 
the agency conducted a search
operation last year. Malik then 
said the CBI raided his resi-
dence instead of  investigating 
the people who were involved 
in corruption. 

CBI chargesheet against 
Satyapal Malik in Kiru 
hydropower project case

2019: Contract for the `2,200 crore 
civil works of the Kiru project awarded 
to Patel Engineering, leading to 
allegations of irregularities

October 2021: Ex-governor of J&K 
Satyapal Malik alleged he was 
officered `300 crore bribe to clear 
two files, one related to the project

April 2022: The CBI registered an FIR 
against several individuals, including 
Navin Kumar Choudhary (then 
Chairman of CVPPPL), MS Babu (then 
MD of CVPPPL) and Patel Engineering

April 2022: CBI conducted raids  
at 30 locations at the premises  
of the accused, including  
Navin Kumar Choudhary

2023: The CBI continued 
investigations, conducting further 
searches and raids

2024: CBI carried out searches at 
eight locations in Delhi and Jammu

May 2025: CBI files a chargesheet 
naming Satyapal Malik and 6 others
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Chirag Paswan @iChiragPaswan

As a strong ally of the NDA, I have an important respon-
sibility to ensure the LJP performs its best in Bihar.  Our 
five-party alliance is working as a winning formula...

Shivraj Singh Chouhan @ChouhanShivraj

I am not just the Agriculture Minister, I am also a farm-
er. Unless you work hard in fields, you cannot under-
stand the work of a farmer...who fill the food reserves

Pakistan rejected pilot’s 
request to use its airspace
The IndiGo pilot initially sought 
Lahore ATC’s permit to briefly use 
the Pakistan airspace to avoid the 
turbulence, but the request was 
rejected, sources said. A TMC 
delegation of Derek O’Brien, 
Nadimul Haque, Sagarika Ghose, 
Manas Bhunia, and Mamata 
Thakur was on the flight.

227 passengers on 
board narrowly escaped

All 227 passengers on board 
narrowly escaped after the 

flight encountered the hailstorm 
midway. DGCA director Faiz 

Ahmed said, “We have asked 
IndiGo to submit a report. We 

will decide whether to order an 
inquiry after finding out what 

the airline has to say about it.”
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