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LIFE & ARTS

How to keep
yourself safe
when shovelling
snow A13

REPORT ON BUSINESS

Automakers that
build in Canada to get
preferential access
to market, official says

B1

PODCAST Alanna Smith on why influenza is hitting Canada so hard
this year and how it’s affecting the health system tgam.ca/TheDecibel

In early 2019, not long after Jo-
seph-Christopher Luamba got his
driver’s licence, the young Black
man was randomly stopped by
Montreal police while driving to
school. They checked his ID and
let him go.
Eight months later, the same

thing happened: randomly
stopped, ID and vehicle docu-
ments checked, sent on his way.
Six months later, the same

thing happened: Police in Gati-
neau randomly stopped Mr.
Luamba. The officer, according to
court records, told him it was a
traffic stop for verification pur-
poses. They asked him to explain
whyhewas inGatineau.After sev-
eral questions and a check of doc-
uments, he was allowed to drive
on.
Mr. Luamba, shaken by the ex-

periences, believed such random
traffic stops – endorsed a quarter-
centuryagobytheSupremeCourt
of Canada – were not random at
all.
He took the Quebec govern-

ment to court and won in 2022.
Quebec’s law that enabled police
toarbitrarily detaindriverson the
road with no suspicious grounds,
similar to other laws across the
country,wasstruckdownbecause
itwas found to violate theCharter
of Rights and Freedoms’ guaran-
tee against arbitrary detention
and also Charter equality rights.
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Supreme Court
revisits law on
random stops
in case alleging
racial profiling

DAVID EBNER
JUSTICE REPORTER

F
or lawyer Tavengwa Runyo-
wa, the judge’s decision was
groundbreaking. He be-

lieved it would almost certainly
become an important precedent
in other police misconduct cases.
Mr. Runyowa’s client, Gur-

preet Singh, had been convicted
of immigration fraud offences in
a Saskatoon court, but before
sentencing, the defence had tak-
en the extraordinary step of ask-
ing for a mistrial after a guilty
verdict.
Evidence had emerged that

the lead investigator had been
accused of witness intimidation.
But the allegations of miscon-
duct went further: The veteran
officer had been involved in the
internal investigation into his
own reported wrongdoing.
In July, 2025, Justice Naheed

Bardai granted a request from
the defence to stay the charges,
stating that allowing someone
accused of wrongdoing to inves-
tigate themselves – even if the
allegation is unfounded – is
deeply unfair: “This conduct un-
dermines the notion of a just
and impartial criminal process
that is the foundation upon
which our system of justice is
built.”
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Legal system’s
‘data desert’
keeps many
court rulings out
of public reach

ROBYN DOOLITTLE

Danish soldiers disembark at a harbour in Nuuk, Greenland, on Sunday. Germany, Britain, France and others have deployed personnel
to the island as part of a military exercise meant to signal commitment to Danish and Greenlandic sovereignty. MADS CLAUS RASMUSSEN/AP
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HEALTH

Ottawa mulls relying
on foreign regulators’
decisions to speed up
some drug approvals
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Canadahas drawnupplans to send a small
contingent of soldiers to Greenland for
military exercises with NATO allies in the
face of threats from U.S. President Donald
Trump to acquire the semi-autonomous
Arctic territory, two senior government of-
ficials say.
The officials told The Globe and Mail

that the Canadian Armed Forces are await-
ing final political approval from Prime
Minister Mark Carney before sending the
soldiers.
The Globe is not identifying the senior

officials, who were not authorized to dis-
cuss the matter publicly.
Sending Canadian troops could anger

Mr. Trump, who has threatened to hit a

group of European countries with new tar-
iffs after they dispatched military person-
nel to Greenland, a self-ruling island that is
a territory of Denmark. Those soldiers
were sent as part of a Danish-led North
Atlantic TreatyOrganizationmilitary exer-
cise intended to signal commitment to
Danish and Greenlandic sovereignty.
The European Union’s national envoys

met Sunday to discuss the tariffs and draw
up retaliationplans, includingpossibly im-
posing tariffs of their own.
Canada currently has three CF-18 fighter

jets and a Cormorant helicopter in Green-
land as part of a North American Aero-
space Defence Command (NORAD) exer-
cise involving the United States.
Theofficials said a small numberofCan-

adian soldiers could be on their way to
Greenland this week as part of the NATO
military exercises if Mr. Carney signs off on

the plan. The officials were unsure when
the Prime Minister would make the deci-
sion, but they believe it is imminent.
The Canadians would join NATO sol-

diers from Germany, Britain, France, Den-
mark, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden
and Finland, all countries that Mr. Trump
is now threatening with tariffs because of
their troops’ presence.
Canada’s participation – if approved –

would be meant to reinforce NATO’s com-
mitment to policing the Arctic and show
support for Denmark, the officials said.
During a visit toDoha,Qatar, on Sunday,

Mr. Carney told reporters Mr. Trump’s talk
of using economic coercion to acquire
Greenland is a worrisome intensification
of the situation. He said he plans to tell the
President that the security of the Arctic
island can be safeguarded by NATO.

SOLDIERS, A6

Canada weighs sending soldiers
to Greenland in face of U.S. threats
Move risks angering Trump after he vowed new tariffs against allies taking part in NATO exercise

ROBERT FIFE OTTAWA
STEVEN CHASE DOHA

European Union ambassadors reached
broad agreement on Sunday to intensify
efforts to dissuade U.S. President Donald
Trump from imposing tariffs on European
allies, while also preparing retaliatory
measures should the duties go ahead, EU
diplomats said.
Mr. Trump vowed on Saturday to imple-

ment a wave of increasing tariffs from
Feb. 1 on EU members Denmark, Sweden,
France, Germany, theNetherlands andFin-
land, along with Britain and Norway, until
the United States is allowed to buy Green-
land, a step major EU states decried as
blackmail.

EU leaders are set to discuss options at
an emergency summit in Brussels on
Thursday.Oneoption is a packageof tariffs
on €93-billion (US$107.7-billion) of U.S.
imports that could automatically kick in
on Feb. 6 after a six-month suspension.
The other is the so far never used Anti-

Coercion Instrument (ACI), which could
limit access to public tenders, investments
or banking activity or restrict trade in ser-
vices, in which the U.S. has a surplus with
the bloc, including in digital services.
The tariff package appeared to com-

mand broader support as a first response
than anti-coercion measures, where the
picture was currently “very mixed,” ac-
cording to an EU source.
European Council President Antonio

Costa, who chairs EU summits, said in a
social-media post that his consultations
with EU members had shown their strong
commitment to support Denmark and
Greenland and readiness to defend against
any form of coercion.
Danish ForeignMinister Lars Lokke Ras-

mussen, visiting his Norwegian counter-
part inOslo, saidDenmarkwould continue
to focus on diplomacy, referring to an
agreement Denmark, Greenland and the
U.S. made onWednesday to set up a work-
ing group.
“TheU.S. is alsomore than theU.S. pres-

ident. I’ve just been there. There are also
checks and balances in American society,”
he added.
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EU leaders aim to talk Trump out of levies,
ready to revive €93-billion retaliation package

PHILIP BLENKINSOP


