Danish pupils
face oral tests
on essays to

stop Al cheats

Miranda Bryant
Nordic correspondent

Teenagers in Denmark will have to
make an aral defence of their writ-
ten essays to combat Al cheating, the
government has announced.

Pupils aged 16 to 19 at upper sec-
ondary school (known in Denmark
as gymnasiet) will also be encour-
aged to do written assignments at
school under controlled conditions,
including monitoring of their com-
puter screens, rather than at home.

The measures, announced yes-
terday as pupils prepare to go back
to school next week after the sum-
merbreak, will come intoimmediate
effect after Magnus Heunicke, the
country’s education minister,
demanded urgent action.

“Unfortunately, we havea problem
with Al cheating in upper secondary
schools,” he said. “Action is needed
now.”

Al posed a growing challenge
to teaching and exams, the educa-
tion ministry said. It is hoped the
new measures will help to establish
clearer guidelines for when pupils are
not permitted to use it.

The government is also preparing
a comprehensive national strategy
for Aluse in all schools and the wider
education sector.

Heunicke said he would speak to
schools, teachers and students to
“ensure that Al does not undermine

students’ competencies, profes-
sionalism and, not least, the ability
to think for themselves”.

The first measure to be introduced
is the oral defence of exam assign-
ments written at home. About 9,000
upper secondary school students
each year write a big assignment
(known as sterre skriftlige opgave
or SSO), which they will now have
to defend orally. The ministry said
it would speak to schools about the
best way to do this.

Uppersecondary schools willalso
be required to use monitoring tools
to oversee how computers are being
used for written exams. They are
required to install firewalls to filter
what is availahle on the school net-
work during exams and teaching.

The third measure is a plea to
schools to encourage pupils to do
more of their written assignments
at school under controlled condi-
tions, to “follow the students’ work
process, provide relevant feedback
and create a more accurate hasis for
assessment”.

In Sweden, astudy has found that
the number of students suspended
or warned for unauthorised Al use
roseby 688% between 2023 and 2025.

Announcing a policyreview, Lotta
Edholm, a Swedish education min-
ister, said in January: “There is no
reason to turn a blind eye to cheat-
ing students. Cheatingis completely
unacceptable regardless of what
form.

“It risks affecting grades that
should reflect students’ knowledge
andinthelongterm studentsare not
actually learning what they should.”
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