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CAIRO — On the eve of a

meeting in Washington with

President Trump, Israeli

Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu said Sunday

that Israel is working on a

new ceasefire plan with the

White House, but details are

still being sorted out.

Netanyahu has come

under heavy international

pressure to end the war, es-

pecially during the ongoing

offensive in Gaza City. The

death toll in the Israel-

Hamas war has topped

66,000 Palestinians, Gaza’s

Health Ministry said Sun-

day.

In Monday’s White

House meeting, Trump is

expected to share a new pro-

posal for ending the conflict.

“We’re working on it,” Ne-

tanyahu said on Fox News

Sunday’s “The Sunday

Briefing.” “It’s not been fi-

nalized yet, but we’re work-

ing with President Trump’s

team, actually as we speak,

and I hope ... we can make it

a go.”

Arab officials briefed on

the 21-point proposal say it

calls for an immediate cease-

fire, the release of all hos-

tages held by Hamas within

48 hours and a gradual with-

drawal of Israeli forces from

Gaza. The officials spoke on

condition of anonymity be-

cause the proposal has not

been formally announced.

Netanyahu has vowed to

continue fighting until his

military destroys Hamas,

whose Oct. 7, 2023, attack

killed about 1,200 people and

triggered the war. But he re-

peated an offer to allow

Hamas operatives to leave

Gaza as part of a deal ending

the conflict.

“If they finish the war, re-

lease all the hostages, we let

them out,” he said.

Trump has so far stood

behind Israel. But the presi-

dent has shown signs of im-

patience lately, particularly

after Israel’s bombing this

month of Qatar — host

country of negotiations be-

tween Israel and Hamas —

in what appears to have been

a failed attempt to kill

Hamas’ leadership.

Key Western allies have

joined a growing list of coun-

tries recognizing a Palestin-

ian state over Israeli objec-

tions. The European Union

is considering sanctions,

and there are growing moves

for a sports and cultural boy-

cott of Israel.

On Friday, a defiant Ne-

tanyahu told fellow world

leaders at the United Na-

tions General Assembly —

after scores of delegates had

poured out of the hall in pro-

test — that his nation “must

finish the job” against

Hamas in Gaza as his mili-

tary pressed on with an of-

fensive in Gaza City.

The U.S. ceasefire pro-

posal would include the re-

lease of all hostages within

48 hours and a gradual with-

drawal of Israeli forces from

the Palestinian enclave, ac-

cording to three Arab offi-

cials briefed on the plan. The

officials, who spoke on con-

dition of anonymity to dis-

cuss the ongoing talks, said

the proposal is not final and

changes are highly likely.

Trump discussed the

proposal with Arab leaders

in New York on the sidelines

of the U.N. General Assem-

bly.

A Hamas official said the

group was briefed on the

plan but has yet to receive an

official offer from Egyptian

and Qatari mediators.

Hamas has said it is ready to

“study any proposals posi-

tively and responsibly.”

The official said the

group had previously said it

was willing to release all hos-

tages in return for an end to

the war and a complete with-

drawal of Israeli forces from

the enclave. Netanyahu has

rejected those conditions.

In central Gaza on Sun-

day, hospitals said at least 10

people were killed when at

least two strikes hit homes in

the Nuseirat refugee camp.

Gaza’s Health Ministry

said in its daily report that

the death toll has climbed to

66,005, with 168,162 wounded

since the war started.

Among the dead were 79

who were brought to hospi-

tals in the last 24 hours, it

said.

The ministry, part of the

Hamas-run administration,

does not differentiate be-

tween civilians and militants

in its toll but has said women

and children make up

around half the dead. Its fig-

ures are seen as a reliable es-

timate by the U.N. and many

independent experts.

Residents reported hear-

ing sounds of explosions

overnight across Gaza City,

probably coming from the

demolition of buildings

through the detonation of

explosive-laden vehicles and

robots. “They were non-

stop,” Sayed Baker, a Pal-

estinian who shelters close

to Shifa Hospital, said of the

explosions.

The Israeli military did

not immediately comment

on the strikes but said it hit

140 Hamas military targets

over the last 24 hours, in-

cluding militants, observa-

tion equipment and infra-

structure.

On Sunday, the military

said it had struck a high-rise

building in Gaza City after

warning residents to evacu-

ate. The strike leveled the 16-

story Macca tower. No casu-

alties were reported.

The Israeli military said

the building housed “mili-

tary infrastructure belong-

ing to Hamas.” It is the latest

in a series of demolitions in

recent weeks as Israel ex-

pands its offensive.

Magdy and Lidman write

for the Associated Press.

Lidman reported from Tel

Aviv. AP writer Sam

Mednick in Tel Aviv

contributed to this 

report.
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KYIV, Ukraine — Russia

unleashed a barrage of

drones and missiles on

Ukraine overnight into Sun-

day, killing at least four peo-

ple, with Kyiv suffering the

heaviest assault.

This is the first major

bombardment since an air

attack on Ukraine’s capital

left at least 21 people dead

last month.

Tymur Tkachenko, head

of the Kyiv city administra-

tion, confirmed Sunday’s

casualties via Telegram and

said that 10 others were

wounded in the attack,

which targeted civilian areas

across the city. A 12-year-old

girl was among the dead.

Thick black smoke could be

seen rising from a blast near

the city center.

“The Russians have re-

started the child death

counter,” Tkachenko wrote

on Telegram.

Russia fired a total of 595

exploding drones and de-

coys and 48 missiles,

Ukraine’s air force said Sun-

day. Of those, air defenses

shot down or jammed 566

drones and 45 missiles.

Besides Kyiv, Ukrainian

President Volodymyr Zelen-

sky said that the bombard-

ment targeted the regions of

Zaporizhzhia, Khmelnyt-

skyi, Sumy, Mykolaiv,

Chernihiv and Odesa. Zelen-

sky wrote on X that at least

40 people were wounded

across the country. Later,

Ukraine’s Interior Ministry

said that the number of the

wounded rose to 70, with

more than 100 civilian ob-

jects damaged.

Zaporizhzhia’s regional

head, Ivan Fedorov, said

that three children were

among the 27 wounded in

the region, adding that more

than two dozen buildings

were damaged in the capital,

which bears the same name. 

“This vile attack came

virtually [at] the close of

U.N. General Assembly

week, and this is exactly how

Russia declares its true posi-

tion. Moscow wants to keep

fighting and killing, and it

deserves the toughest pres-

sure from the world,” Zelen-

sky wrote.

Speaking at the United

Nations General Assembly,

Russian Foreign Minister

Sergei Lavrov told world

leaders on Saturday that his

nation doesn’t intend to at-

tack Europe but would

mount a “decisive response”

to any aggression.

Residents shaken

The strikes that began

overnight and continued af-

ter dawn Sunday also tar-

geted residential buildings,

civilian infrastructure, a

medical facility and a kin-

dergarten, according to Kyiv

Mayor Vitali Klitschko, who

also said that damage was

reported at more than 20 lo-

cations across the capital. 

At Kyiv’s central train

station, passengers arrived

to the crackle of antiaircraft

gunfire and the low buzz of

attack drones. Mostly wom-

en, the arrivals waited qui-

etly in a platform underpass

until the air raid alert ended.

Parents checked the news

on their phones while chil-

dren played online games.

“The sky has turned

black again,” said one wom-

an at the station, who gave

only her first name, Erika.

“It’s happening a lot.”

Ilona Kovalenko, a 38-

year-old resident of a five-

story building struck in

Kyiv’s Solomianskyi district,

told the AP that she woke up

because of the explosion,

which shattered windows.

“A neighbor kept knock-

ing on our door. She was

completely covered in blood

and shouting, ‘Help, save my

daughter,’ ” said Kovalenko,

who fled the building with

her grandmother after the

strike.

Oleksandra, the neigh-

bor’s daughter, was the 12-

year-old killed in the attack.

“Sadly, she died on the

spot,” Kovalenko said. “We

are in shock, to be honest.”

Another multistory resi-

dential building was heavily

damaged by the attack.

Emergency services person-

nel used power saws to clear

the debris. Piles of glass lit-

tered nearby sidewalks as

building residents, some

looking shaken, sat on

benches.

“There are no warehous-

es or plants here. We were

sure that nothing would

happen,” Volodymyr, a re-

tired Kyiv resident who gave

only his first name, told the

AP at the site of a strike.

The Kremlin has repeat-

edly claimed that Russia’s

military strikes only military

targets. Russian officials

didn’t immediately com-

ment on the latest attacks.

Gatopoulos, Novikov and

Morton write for the AP.

Morton reported from

London.

Four dead in Russian attack on Kyiv
By Derek Gatopoulos,

Illia Novikov 
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RESCUERS work at apartment buildings damaged in Russia’s bombardment. 
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COPENHAGEN — Den-

mark’s Defense Ministry

said Sunday that it had

again observed drones at

several of its armed forces’

locations overnight, a day af-

ter the NATO alliance an-

nounced that it would en-

hance its vigilance in the

Baltic Sea region.

The ministry said in a

statement that it had “sev-

eral capacities deployed” af-

ter drone sightings from Sat-

urday into Sunday night. It

didn’t offer any further de-

tails about the specifics of

the deployment, the number

of drones or locations.

This is the latest unex-

plained drone activity after

several sightings, including

over five Danish airports

last week, raising concerns

about security amid sus-

pected growing Russian mil-

itary activity.

Following a North At-

lantic Treaty Organization

meeting in Riga, Latvia, on

Saturday, Col. Martin

O’Donnell, the Supreme

Headquarters Allied Powers

Europe spokesperson, an-

nounced that “we will con-

duct even more enhanced

vigilance with new multi-do-

main assets in the Baltic Sea

region, which includes Den-

mark, under Baltic Sentry.”

He also said that NATO

leaders were in constant

contact with Danish officials

following the drone sight-

ings.

As Denmark gears up for

the upcoming European

Union summit in Copenha-

gen, the Danish Transporta-

tion Ministry said Sunday

that “all civilian drone flying

in Danish airspace will be

prohibited” from Monday to

Friday to “remove the risk

that enemy drones can be

confused with legal drones

and vice versa.”

“We cannot accept that

foreign drones create uncer-

tainty and disturbances in

society, as we have experi-

enced recently. At the same

time, Denmark will host EU

leaders in the coming week,

where we will have extra fo-

cus on security,” Danish

Transportation Minister

Thomas Danielsen said in a

statement.

“A violation of the prohib-

ition can result in a fine or

imprisonment for up to two

years,” the statement said.

The prohibition does not

apply to military drone

flights, drones used by state

aviation, including police

and emergency drone opera-

tions, as well as in municipal

and regional emergencies. 

On Sunday afternoon,

the Danish Defense Min-

istry announced that the

German air defense frigate

FSG Hamburg had arrived

in Copenhagen. “The Ger-

man frigate is part of

NATO’s Baltic Sentry activ-

ity, which is intended to

strengthen NATO’s pres-

ence along the alliance’s

eastern flank,” the ministry

said in a statement.

Separately, Germany

said that following a request

from Denmark, its armed

forces would provide addi-

tional military support for

the upcoming EU summit. 

Sweden had announced

earlier that it would “lend

Denmark a military anti-

drone capability.”

Tensions have been run-

ning high in Denmark after

reports of drone activity, and

hundreds of possible sight-

ings reported by concerned

citizens that couldn’t offi-

cially be confirmed. 

Danish Minister of Jus-

tice Peter Hummelgaard

said on Thursday that the

goal of the flyovers is to sow

fear and division, adding

that the country will seek ad-

ditional ways to neutralize

drones, including proposing

legislation to allow infra-

structure owners to shoot

them down.

While it’s not clear who is

behind the drone activity,

Denmark’s prime minister

and NATO’s secretary-gen-

eral said last week that Rus-

sian involvement couldn’t be

ruled out. 

The Russian Embassy in

Denmark last week rejected

claims of Moscow’s involve-

ment in the incidents.

Speaking to Russian me-

dia in comments released

Sunday, Belarusian Presi-

dent Alexander Lukashenko

said that any attempt by

NATO to shoot down Rus-

sian or Belarusian aircraft

would be met with an “im-

mediate response.”

Discussing whether

NATO would shoot down his

helicopter when flying close

to the Polish border,

Lukashenko said, “Let them

try, let them shoot. Or they’ll

shoot down something Rus-

sian over Kaliningrad. Then,

of course, we’ll have to fight,

as they say in Russia, with all

we’ve got. Is that necessary?

No.”

GERMANY’S air defense frigate FSG Hamburg in
Copenhagen, site of upcoming European Union talks.

Emil Nicolai Helms Ritzau Scanpix 

Denmark reports
more troubling
drone sightings 
associated press

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan

— Afghanistan’s Taliban

government Sunday freed a

U.S. citizen from prison,

weeks after it said it had

reached an agreement with

U.S. envoys on a prisoner ex-

change as part of an effort to

normalize relations. 

The deputy spokes-

person for the Taliban For-

eign Ministry, Zia Ahmad

Takal, identified the Ameri-

can as Amir Amiri. He did

not say when Amiri was de-

tained, why or where. 

An official with knowl-

edge of the release said

Amiri had been detained in

Afghanistan since Decem-

ber and was now on his 

way back to the U.S. The offi-

cial spoke on condition of

anonymity because they

were not authorized to dis-

cuss the details with the me-

dia. 

Qatar facilitated Amiri’s

release in the latest diplo-

matic achievement result-

ing from its security partner-

ship with the U.S. that has

secured the freedom of four

other Americans from

Afghan detention this year.

Qatar, an energy-rich nation

on the Arabian Peninsula,

also helped in releasing a

British couple who were im-

prisoned for months. 

U.S. Secretary of State

Marco Rubio welcomed

Amiri’s release, saying it

marked the administra-

tion’s determination to pro-

tect American nationals

from wrongful detention

abroad. 

“While this marks an im-

portant step forward, addi-

tional Americans remain

unjustly detained in Af-

ghanistan. President

Trump will not rest until all

our captive citizens are back

home,” Rubio said. 

Ahmad Habibi, the

brother of Mahmood

Habibi, a U.S. citizen held by

the Taliban for more than

three years, said he and his

family were grateful to hear

the news about Amiri, and

they remained hopeful that

Mahmood would be brought

home as well.

Mahmood Habibi, an

Afghan American business

owner, worked as a contrac-

tor for a Kabul-based tele-

communications company

and vanished in 2022. The

FBI and his family have said

they believe he was taken by

the Taliban, which has de-

nied holding him. 

“We are grateful that sen-

ior officials at the State De-

partment and National Se-

curity Council have repeat-

edly assured us that any deal

they do with the Taliban will

be ‘all or nothing’ and they

have explicitly assured us

that they will not leave my

brother behind,” Ahmad

Habibi said.

Butt writes for the

Associated Press. AP writer

Eric Tucker contributed to

this report from

Washington.

Afghanistan’s Taliban government
frees U.S. citizen as part of exchange

AMIR AMIRI, second from left, before boarding a
plane after his release from an Afghan prison Sunday.
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