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The U.S. strike on Vene-
zuela prompted the Orga-
nization of American States 
to hold a special meeting on 
Tuesday at its headquarters 
in Washington, D.C., where 
the U.S. envoy defended 
the military operation 
even as representatives of 
several countries strongly 
condemned the U.S. strike.

In a speech, U.S. Ambas-
sador Leandro Rizzuto 

called the seizure of Nicolás 
Maduro a “targeted law 
enforcement action” against 
an “indicted criminal.”

“Let me be clear, the U.S. 
did not invade Venezuela,” 
Rizzuto said. “President 
Trump offered Maduro 
multiple offramps. This 
was not an interference 
in democracy … it actually 
removed the obstacle to it.”

He said the U.S. wants a 
better future for Venezuela.

“You cannot continue to 
have the largest oil reserves 
in the world under the 

control of adversaries of 
the Western Hemisphere 
while the people of Vene-
zuela have no electricity, 
substandard quality of life 
and its profits don’t benefit 
the people in Venezuela,” 
Rizzuto said. “The profits 
are stolen by a handful of 
oligarchs around the world, 
including those inside of 
Venezuela.”

Mauricio Jaramillo, 
Colombia’s vice minister of 
foreign relations, denounced 
what he said was an attack 
against Venezuela’s sover-

eignty. He said the unilateral 
military action was a “clear 
violation of international 
law” that set “an extremely 
worrying” precedent.

Leandro also called on 
the release of an estimated 
1,000 political prisoners, 
saying the U.S. supports the 
request of the Inter-Ameri-
can Commission on Human 
Rights to visit the detention 
center in person.

Peruvian Ambassador 
Rodolfo Coronado called for 
a minute of silence for the 
victims of Maduro’s regime.
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CARACAS, Venezuela — 
At least 24 Venezuelan secu-
rity officers were killed in 
the dead-of-night U.S. mili-
tary operation to capture 
Nicolás Maduro and spirit 
him to the United States to 
face drug charges, officials 
said Tuesday.

Venezuela’s Attorney 
General Tarek William 
Saab said overall “dozens” of 
officials and civilians were 
killed in the strike and that 
prosecutors would investi-
gate the deaths in what he 
described as a “war crime.” 
He didn’t specify if the esti-
mate was specifically refer-
ring to Venezuelans.

Venezuelan officials 
announced the death count 
as the country’s acting pres-
ident, Delcy Rodríguez, 
pushed back on President 
Donald Trump, who this 
week warned she’d face an 
outcome worse than Madu-
ro’s if she does not “do what’s 
right” and overhaul Venezu-
ela into a country that aligns 
with U.S. interests. Trump 
has said his administration 
will now “run” Venezuela 
policy and is pressing the 
country’s leaders to open its 
vast oil reserves to American 
energy companies.

“Personally, to those who 
threaten me,” Rodríguez 
said in an address before 
government agricultural and 
industrial sector officials. 
“My destiny is not deter-
mined by them, but by God.”

In addition to the Venezu-
elan security officials, Cuba’s 
government had previously 
confirmed that 32 Cuban 
military and police officers 

working in Venezuela were 
killed in the raid. 

The U.S. has said some of 
the nearly 200 U.S. person-
nel who took part in the 
operation were injured, 
but none were killed. The 
Pentagon has not provided 
any details about the inju-
ries despite multiple inqui-
ries over several days.

A video tribute to the slain 
Venezuelan security offi-
cials posted to the military’s 
Instagram features faces of 
the fallen over black-and-
white videos of soldiers, 
U.S. aircraft flying over Cara-
cas and armored vehicles 
destroyed by the blasts.

“Their spilled blood does 
not cry out for vengeance, 
but for justice and strength,” 
the military wrote in an 
Instagram post. “It reaf-

firms our unwavering oath 
not to rest until we rescue 
our legitimate President, 
completely dismantle the 
terrorist groups operating 
from abroad, and ensure 
that events such as these 
never again sully our sover-
eign soil.”

Trump on Tuesday 
pushed back against Demo-
cratic criticism of this week-
end’s military operation, 
noting that his Democratic 
predecessor President Joe 
Biden had also called for 
the arrest of the Venezuelan 
leader on drug trafficking 
charges.

Trump in remarks before 
a House Republican retreat 
in Washington grumbled 
that Democrats were not 
giving him credit for a 
successful military opera-

tion, even though there was 
bipartisan agreement that 
Maduro was not the right-
ful president of Venezuela.

In 2020, Maduro was 
indicted in the United 
States, accused in a decade-
slong narco-terrorism and 
international cocaine traf-
ficking conspiracy. 

White House officials 
have noted that Biden’s 
administration in his final 
days in office last year 
raised the award for infor-
mation leading to Maduro’s 
arrest after he assumed a 
third term in office despite 
evidence suggesting that he 
lost Venezuela’s most recent 
election. The Trump admin-
istration doubled the award 
to $50 million in August.

“You know, at some 
point, they should say, ‘You 

know, you did a great job. 
Thank you. Congratula-
tions.’ Wouldn’t it be good?” 
Trump said. “I would say 
that if they did a good job, 
their philosophies are so 
different. But if they did a 
good job, I’d be happy for the 
country. They’ve been after 
this guy for years and years 
and years.”

Trump’s latest comments 
came after Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio and other top 
officials briefed leaders in 
Congress late Monday on 
the Venezuela operation 
amid mounting concerns 
that the Republican admin-
istration is embarking on a 
new era of U.S. expansion-
ism without consultation 
with lawmakers or a clear 
vision for running the South 
American country.

Democratic leaders said 
the session lacked clarity 
about the Trump adminis-
tration’s plans for Venezu-
ela. Sen. Tammy Duckworth, 
D-Ill., an Iraq War veteran, 
said there is no dispute with 
Trump that Maduro was a 
“brutal dictator.”

“But the problem we have 
is the fact that yet again we 
have now entered into a war 
where there is no known 
offramp,” Duckworth said.

House Speaker Mike 
Johnson told reporters he 
does not expect the United 
States to deploy troops to 
Venezuela.

Americans are split about 
the capture of Maduro — 
with many still forming 
opinions, according to a poll 
conducted by The Washing-
ton Post and SSRS using text 
messages over the weekend. 
About 4 in 10 approved of 
the U.S. military being sent 
to capture Maduro, while 
roughly the same share was 
opposed. About 2 in 10 were 
unsure.

Nearly half of Americans, 
45%, were opposed to the 
U.S. taking control of Vene-
zuela and choosing a new 
government for the country. 

About 9 in 10 Americans 
said the Venezuelan people 
should be the ones to decide 
the future leadership of their 
country.

Maduro pleaded not 
guilty to federal drug traf-
ficking charges in a U.S. 
courtroom on Monday. U.S. 
forces captured Maduro and 
his wife early Saturday in a 
raid on a compound where 
they were surrounded by 
Cuban guards. 

In the days since Madu-
ro’s ouster, Trump and top 
administration officials 
have raised anxiety around 
the globe that the operation 
could mark the beginning 
of a more expansionist U.S. 
foreign policy in the West-
ern Hemisphere. 

Top lawyer calls deaths ‘war crime’
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Several European leaders 
pushed back Tuesday on 
President Donald Trump’s 
comments about seeking 
an American takeover of 
Greenland.

The leaders issued a 
statement reaffirming that 
the strategic, mineral-rich 
Arctic island “belongs to its 
people.”

The leaders of France, 
Germany, Italy, Poland, 
Spain and the United King-
dom joined Danish Prime 
Minister Mette Frederik-
sen in defending Green-
land’s sovereignty in the 
wake of Trump’s comments 
about Greenland, which is 
a self-governing territory of 
the kingdom of Denmark 
and thus part of the NATO 
military alliance.

“Greenland belongs to 
its people,” the statement 
said. “It is for Denmark and 
Greenland, and them only, to 
decide on matters concern-
ing Denmark and Green-
land.”

Canadian Prime Minister 

Mark Carney also expressed 
his support and announced a 
visit to Greenland early next 
month by Canadian Gov. 
General Mary Simon, who is 
of Inuk descent, and Foreign 
Minister Anita Anand.

“The future of Greenland 
and Denmark are decided 
solely by the people of 
Denmark,” Carney said, 
standing next to Frederiksen 
at the Canadian Embassy in 
Paris.

Louisiana Gov. Jeff 
Landry, appointed by Trump 
last month as U.S. special 
envoy to Greenland, said 
when it comes to making 
a deal with Greenland, he 
isn’t interested in talking 
to people in Denmark who 
“absolutely have made their 
position clear” nor does he 
want to talk to European 
diplomats. 

Instead, he said, he wants 
to have conversations 
directly with residents of 
Greenland.

“I want to talk to people 
who want an opportunity to 
improve the quality of life in 
Greenland,” the Republican 
said on a Fox News radio 
show Tuesday.

Landry said he has 
already exchanged emails 
with Greenlanders who had 
reached out to him.

“They tell me they like to 

hunt, they like to fish, they 
like to have a good time. I’m 
like, y’all belong in Louisi-
ana. I’m gonna call it culi-
nary diplomacy,” Landry 
quipped.

Stephen Miller, the White 
House deputy chief of staff, 
said Monday that Greenland 
should be part of the United 
States in spite of a warn-
ing by Frederiksen that a 
U.S. takeover of Greenland 
would amount to the end of 
NATO.

“The president has been 
clear for months now that 
the United States should be 
the nation that has Green-
land as part of our overall 
security apparatus,” Miller 
said during an interview 
with CNN on Monday after-
noon.

His comments came after 
the Danish leader, together 
with Greenland’s prime 
minister and other Euro-
pean leaders, firmly rejected 
Trump’s renewed call for 
the island to come under 
U.S. control in the aftermath 
of the U.S. military operation 
in Venezuela.

Trump has argued the U.S. 
needs to control Greenland 
to ensure the security of the 
NATO territory in the face 
of rising threats from China 
and Russia in the Arctic. 

“It’s so strategic right 

now,” he told reporters 
Sunday.

“Greenland is covered 
with Russian and Chinese 
ships all over the place,” 
Trump said. “We need 
Greenland from the stand-
point of national security, 
and Denmark is not going to 
be able to do it.”

Miller wondered during 
his interview Monday 
whether Denmark can 
assert control over Green-
land. 

“What is the basis of their 
territorial claim,” Miller 
said. “What is their basis 
of having Greenland as a 
colony of Denmark?”

He said it was not neces-
sary to consider whether 

the U.S. administration was 
contemplating an armed 
intervention. 

“There is no need to even 
think or talk about this in 
the context that you are 
asking, of a military oper-
ation. Nobody is going to 
fight the U.S. militarily over 
the future of Greenland,” he 
said.

Greenland had been a 
colony of the Danish king-
dom for hundreds of years, 
becoming an integral part in 
1953. The U.S. government 
recognized Denmark’s right 
to the whole of Greenland at 
the start of the 20th century.

Legislation in 2009 that 
extended self-government 
to Greenland also recog-

nized a right to indepen-
dence under international 
law, an option favored by a 
majority of Greenlanders.

Greenland sits off the 
northeastern coast of 
Canada, with more than 
two-thirds of its territory 
lying within the Arctic 
Circle. That location has 
made it crucial to the 
defense of North America 
since World War II.

Greenland has large 
deposits of rare earth miner-
als needed to make every-
thing from computers and 
smartphones to the batter-
ies, solar and wind tech-
nologies that will power a 
transition away from fossil 
fuels. 

European leaders defend 
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Denmark’s Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, left, and Greenland’s Prime Minister Jens-Frederik 
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Trump’s comments 
about US takeover 
criticized abroad
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