Maga influencer
makes waves in

Greenland and
unsettles Danes

US investor with no official role now
viewed as “Trump’s man’ on the island
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Danish-American relations reached a
fresh low last week after claims that the
US was conducting covert influence
the vast Arctic

for Americans and the rest of the world
[is) to realise how closely intertwined
our country is with Greenland for so
long.” Dans told Steve Bannon's War
Room in February, in one of his many

and that Donald Trump wants the US
tocontrol.

But at the same time, prominent fig
ures linked to Trump and his team have
been promoting the US president’s
agenda on Greenland in a way that is
anything but covert.

One such influencer is Thomas Dans
~ an investor, former US Arctic com
imirkoner and Tressary offcl duieg

on the Maga ideologue’s

American Daybreak, the o
Dans leads — which describes its mis.
sion as “welcoming a New American
Day in Greenland, the Arctic and Eura.
sia” — has campaigned to raise aware-
ness of US involvement in Greenland
during the second world war.
Dans has expressed strong public sup-

port for Trump’s renewed focus on the
Arctic and defence” from

prolific poster Whiche

Greenland and

stresses that he has no official role,

media on the island have christened

him “Trump's man inG
Ammmmmumm.
great and brave past, and what | am

tain will be a wonderful mm s

“1am an unabashed, day one sup
porter of Trump, his adminis.
tration and the Maga agenda,” he said.
“I'm also a private US citizen and have
been since | was fired by Biden
in an act of political retribution from

'|l|.muwnnmcmrmnpm1
his exceptional team's historic efforts to
bring greater peace, security and good
will to this world, | am proud todo so.”

Dans, who has spoken about making
outsized returns as a fund manager in
Russia in the wild privatisation days of
the 1990s, was the driving force behind
the visit in January of the| son
Donald Trump Jr to Nuuk as well as an
aborted plan for Usha Vance, wife of the
vice-president, o visit a dog-sledding
contest in Greenland in March.

“Greenland s the front door on our
€ast coast . .. What's really important

the US Arctic Research
Commission.”

Dans has appeared regularly in local
media in Greenland, a semi-autono.
mous part of the kingdom of Denmark
with just 57,000 inhabitants. He took
Greenlandic MP Kuno Fencker, who has
expressed some sympathy with
Trump's interest, to the White House in
January, as well as local Maga fan and
builder Jorgen Boassen.

“There s nothing covert about Tom
Dans or other Americans who have vis
ited or engaged in Greenland in recent
years,” Fencker told the FT — unless, he
added. Danish intelligence knew some-

thing that apital of Nuuk
did not. “The Americans we have seen
here — their activities have been visible,
often public . . . What we see is not hid-
den influence from the United States,
but rather Danish media fram
ing. .. risks [and] creating unneces-
sary fear among Greenlanders about US

Dans said: “The current insinuation
and innuendo about the nature of my
interest and fricndships in Greenland is
completely false and not only wrong,
but also regrettably, similarly
malicious.”

Dans is a Russia expert, who has
argued for more engagement with the
longtime US foe. He was an exchange
student at the Moscow Energy Institute
in 1990 in the dying days of the Soviet
Union, before returning in the mid

garchs for $550mn.” he said on Linkedin
in February, calling them “some of the
maost enjoyable days of my career”.

He added that in 1997 when working
rcore Partners he worked with
Dmitriev, the head of Russia's sov
ereign wealth fund who accompanied
President Viadimir Putin to his meeting
with Trump in Alaska. Dans called him
“the Kremlin's ace in the hole™.

Later, in the run-up to Trump's sec
ond term, Dans spent a year as a visiting
fellow at the Heritage Foundation, a
rightwing think-tank with links to
Trump’s circle, where he worked on
“conservative approaches for Ukraine’s
postwar reconstruction”, according to
his Linkedin page.

His twin brother Paul led Project
2025, a radical consrvative programme
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“The Us,
which has
historically
beenaclose
ally, is now

an adversary

whenit
comes to
Greenland,
who wants
todous
harm’
Danish MP
Pelle [

Dans said he is ‘proud’ to
support Trump’s ‘efforts to
bring peace, security and
goodwill to this world’

in Greenland recently, but also in Roma.
nia, where he spoke to Bannon from the
headquarters of the ultranationalist
George Simion during his unsuccessful
presidential campaign.

In Copenhagen, Danish officials are
taking Trump's threats seriously —
including his refusal to rule out using
force to take Greenland — but have
started being more assertive with what
s the main security guarantor to both
Copenhagen and Nuuk. Denmark’s
Prime Minister Mette Prederiksen said
last week that she took a local media
report of three US citizens with ties to
the Trump administration conducting
influence operations in Greenland with

“great seriousness” and that if proved
they would be “us

A White House official retorted that
“the Danes need to calm down” after its
top diplomat in Copenhagen was sum
moned to the foreign ministry.

Pelle Dragsted, a Red-Green Alliance
MP, said the Danish government needed
to wake up to the new situation “where
the US, which has historically been a
close ally, is now an adversary when it
comes to Greenland, who wants to do
both us and Greenland harm”.

Most Greenlanders are keen to

ome t from Denmark in
time, according to opinion polls, but
they do not want to become part of the
US: some 85 per cent rejected that ina

January survey.
The US has the only military base on
Greenland, which vice-president JD
Vance visited in March, saying that Den
mark had not done “a good job” on the
istand. Asked about the media report on
influence operations, the state depart
ment said it had no comment “on the
actions of private US citizens in Green:
land” and stressed it did “not control or
direct the actions of private citizens™.
Dans himself has been clear about
Greenland's importance for the US. He
told Bannon in March: “Greenland is
part of North America. We've had an
indelible tie with them for centu
es . . . Today, the security of Green
land is the United States. That has never
changed, it will never change . .. Right

now, isours tolose.



