ESTHER HORVATH FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Before signing a modest agreement this week, President Trump insisted for years that the U.S. must have ownership of Greenland.

Trump, It Seems, Won’t Own Greenland After All

This article is by David E. Sanger,
Jeffrey Gettleman and Maya Tekeli.

In January, President Trump
was clear about his need to take
over all of Greenland, and to make
it American territory. “That’s
what 1 feel is psychologically
needed for success” he said.
“Ownership gives you things and
elements that you can't get from
just signing a document, that you
can have a base.”

On Tuesday, he signed a docu-
ment that paves the way to ex-
panding the U.S. military pres-
ence on the island, opening new
bases. But it explicitly stops short
of conveying any territory to the
United States. And no one — espe-
cially Denmark, which governs
the vast but mostly empty space
— wanted to emphasize that point,
for fear that Mr. Trump might re-
nounce the agreement he had just
hailed as “tremendous for Europe
and for the United States.”

For Mr. Trump, it was a major
retreat. He first raised the possi-
bility of buying Greenland during
hisfirst term and he never let go of
the idea. Even before he was inau-
gurated, he was making a national
security case for making the terri-

and Russia’s designs on the island.

Mr. Vance’s visit touched off
even more concern about Ameri-
can intentions. But in recent days,
the reactions to the accord have
been broadly positive in Denmark
and Greenland.

A deal covers the U.S.
military presence in
the Danish territory.

For Naaja Nathani a
member of the Danish Parliament
and part of Greenland’s left-lean-
ing pro-independent party, the
most significant part of the agree-
ment is the signature page: For
the first time, Greenland, along-
side Denmark, is a direct signa-
tory of a legally binding interna-
tional agreement. That was a
huge win for Greenland’s popula-
tion, which has always felt mar-
ginalized, constantly debating
whether Denmark had its best in-
terests in mind.

“This is the first time we have
actually had a seat at the table,”

Ms. Nathanielsen said. She thinks
it will set a precedent for greater
Greenlandic autonomy in foreign
policy.

One key change in the new doc-
ument is an explicit description of
how Greenland would be bound
by the terms of the accord even if
it became independent of Den-
mark.

“In case Greenland exercises
its right to self-determination to
become independent, the govern-
ment of the Kingdom of Denmark
and the government of Greenland

shall together ensure that the in-
dependent Greenlandic state will
agree toremain in NATO,” the doc-
ument says.

The document specified two ar-
eas where the American military
wants to expand: Narsarsuaq and
Mestersvig.

Narsarsuag, in southern Green-
land, is an old base where the
American military maintained a
large airfield during World War II.
The base closed decades ago.

Mestersvig, in eastern Green-
land, is an area where the Ameri-
cans never had a permanent pres-
ence but would allow U.S. forces a
strategic perch overlooking the
‘waters between Greenland, Nor-
way and Iceland. Mestersvig is
sometimes used by the Danish
military for its dog sled patrols,
‘which Mr. Trump has ridiculed as
inadequate.

THIS LAMP IS A SIGHT FOR SORE EYES

“I couldn’t read the paper anymore. | would
scan the headlines and could barely finish
the articles. So when | saw the ad, | had
nothing to lose. And the KIS lamp did

all that it said-eliminating eyestrain

The first light source

& designed for lamps
This advanced LED technology
will deliver up to 10 times more
light than the single bulb you are

tory part of the United States,
acutely aware that if he could get
it, it would be an acquisition on the
scale of President Thomas Jeffer-
son’s Louisiana Purchase.

And few issues did more to gal-

vanize European allies against
the Trump administration, espe-
cially once they feared that he
might make a military move
against a NATO ally. There is no
evidence he ever seriously consid-

ered tl;.;l step. g’utfthat did noth- | | The Keep It Simple Lamp famseeﬁgx A Swingarm ~.  actually down and out, perfect for
ing to alleviate the fears. . 3 & % extends 6”. i
Diplomats involved in the | | MyLight *.‘35 cc{mblned C|35.5|< w::;:e‘f tasklight.
process of drafting the 10-page lamp design with a revolutionary
ag}r;eﬁnent T€13359dh0n n;leslday light source. The combination =
said they spent months on the lan- " -
i exponentially
guage — and then waited for what dellve;:s ::(f onentiall Flm_)Ir Ik;la"}PS
they hoped would be the right mo- more lignt for ;“a.' aB en
ment to present it to Mr. Trump. | | reading or any The : Sa}:wg Wr;s)s
And even then they were nervous, 3 M o
acutely aware t);nat after the Sthertask KIS’ Lamp g::;;\ge::i
United States signed an agree- Underlighting and LamplLight Brushed Silver

ment on nuclear energy with

Saudi Arabia over the summer, » 158

Mr. Trump announced, the next .

day, that ‘;xe was changing key !,n your Ifmps, theinew Height of /B . .

terms. retrofit” CFL and LED bulbs floor lamp LO mp | | g hT
The diplomats spoke on the con- | | do not produce the same amount jg‘%“f;ss‘;im H

dition of anonymity to discuss
sensitive negotiations.

‘Whether Mr. Trump has perma-
nently dropped his insistence on
owning Greenland is anyone’s
guess, the diplomats concede. But

their hope was to give him enough HAS FAILED US. US PATENTS your reading material. Reader
to boast about, even if many of the 10,378,698 bulbs and all components are
provisions were implicit in the 'YOU NEED: 10,422,488 P

1951 agreement and its succes-
sors.
Mikkel Runge Olesen, a re-

searcher at the Danish Institute better contrast < e .
for International Studies, de- . g free trla! ‘and see what youve
scribed the final document, which and clarity for been missing.
was released on Tuesday, as only a older eyes. *If unsatisfied, simply return with prepaid
moderate improvement for the f Also includes hipping label ided for full credit.
United States, achieved at consid- * Less glar? i your e D 2 ShPpng ReRs ploNCedieri e
erable political cost. field of vision or brightness

“It is an extraordinarily high ﬂ’f':r’z'd J;i:m FREE SHIPPING
price to pay for relatively limited amb\erlwlhghgl
changes,” he said, maintaining Only 32 WATTS
that Mr. Trump’s threats did last- Y sso OFF
ing damage to relations with Den- Compare to any I Use coupon code AB4
mark, Greenland and Europe. lamp at any price. = 4

The 1951 accord essentially <
gave the United States the right to i Floor Lamps $4}2’5 Now Only $345
build bases across Greenland, and o d'uZts fr%m
at the height of the Cold War there | | SPECIAL OFFER e o Table Lamps $375 Now Only $295
were more than a dozen. At one includes KIS Y "
point there was even aplanforan | | Jamp, (5) bulbs, Visit us online at
under-the-ice nuclear weapons lampshade and Table Iarsnps agallable
base. But expense, and then the N in Satin Brass or H
e it e e on the || LED Dimmer. e morelamplight.com

abandonment of many of the facil-
ities. Vice President JD Vance vis-
ited one of the remaining ones,
Pituffik Space Base, in March
2025, declaring that the United
States had to “wake up” to China’s

and fatigue.”

—Jack D. Woodland Park, N.J..
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