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The EU’s efforts at dialogue are
likely to be a key theme of the
World Economic Forum in Davos,
where Mr. Trump is set to deliver
a keynote address on Wednesday
in his first appearance at the
event in six years.
“All options on the table, talks

in Davoswith theU.S. and leaders
gather after that,” said one EU
diplomat in summarizing the
EU’s plan.
The eight targeted countries,

already subject to U.S. tariffs of 10
per cent and 15 per cent, have sent
small numbers of military per-
sonnel to Greenland, as a row
with the United States over the
future of Denmark’s vast Arctic
island escalates.
“Tariff threats undermine

transatlantic relations and risk a
dangerous downward spiral,”
they said in a joint statement
published on Sunday, adding
they were ready to engage in dia-
logue, based on principles of sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity.
Danish Prime Minister Mette

Frederiksen said in a written
statement she was heartened by
the consistentmessages from the
rest of the continent, adding:
“Europe will not be blackmailed.”
The tariff threat unsettled

globalmarkets, with the euro and
sterling falling against the dollar
and a return to volatility expect-
ed.

A source close to French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron said he
was pushing for activation of the
ACI. Irish Prime Minister Micheal
Martin said that while there
should be no doubt that the EU
would retaliate, it was “a bit pre-
mature” to activate the as yet
unused instrument.
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia

Meloni, who is closer to the U.S.
President than some other EU
leaders, described the tariff threat
on Sunday as “amistake,” adding
she had spoken to Mr. Trump a
few hours earlier and told him
what she thought.
Asked how Britain would

respond to new tariffs, Culture
Secretary Lisa Nandy said allies
needed to work with the United
States to resolve the dispute.
“Our position on Greenland is

non-negotiable. … It is in our col-
lective interest to work together
and not to start a war of words,”
she told Sky News on Sunday.
The tariff threats do though

call into question trade deals the
U.S. struck with Britain in May
and the EU in July.
The limited agreements have

already faced criticism about
their lopsided nature, with the
U.S. maintaining broad tariffs,
while their partners are required
to remove import duties.
The European Parliament

looks set to suspend its work on
the EU-U.S. trade deal. It hadbeen
due tovoteon removingmanyEU
import duties on Jan. 26-27, but
Manfred Weber, head of the
European People’s Party, the
largest group in parliament, said
late on Saturday that approval
was not possible for now.
German Christian Democrat

lawmaker Juergen Hardt also
mooted what he told Bild news-
paper could be a last resort “to
bring President Trump to his
senses on the Greenland issue,” a
boycott of the soccer World Cup
that the U.S. is hosting this year.
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Our position

on Greenland is

non-negotiable. … It is

in our collective interest

to work together and not

to start a war of words.

LISA NANDY
BRITISH CULTURE SECRETARY

G
reenland, an ice-covered island
with just 57,000 inhabitants, has
unexpectedly become ground
zero in one of the biggest crises in

years to hit relations between the United
States and Europe.
Donald Trump’s threat to slap tariffs on

imports from NATO allies that don’t back
his plan to acquire Greenland, a semi-
autonomous part of Denmark, has struck
a nerve in European capitals and prompt-
ed some of the strongest criticism yet of
the U.S. President from European leaders.
“Europe won’t be blackmailed,” Den-

mark’s Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen
declared on Sunday.
Her comment came as ambassadors

from the European Union held an emer-
gency meeting in Brussels and drew up
plans to retaliate with countertariffs on
U.S. imports worth €93-billion (US$107.7-
billion).
The EU, which negotiates tariffs for all

27 members, spent months hammering
out a trade agreement with Mr. Trump
that brought tariffs down to 15 per cent.
With one social-media post on Saturday,
the President has threatened to jack them
up to 25 per cent and said they will go
even higher if he doesn’t get support for
buying Greenland or taking it by force.
What has particularly enraged Europe-

an leaders is Mr. Trump’s specific attack
on eight NATO allies who participated in a
long-planned military exercise in Green-
land called Operation Arctic Endurance.
The exercise, which involves a relative-

ly small number of troops, had been in the
works since last fall and the U.S. was
invited to participate. The operation took
on greater significance in recent weeks
given Mr. Trump’s increasing rhetoric
about acquiring Greenland, but it re-
mained limited and some troops began
leaving on Sunday.
And yet in his social-media post, Mr.

Trump accused the countries of journey-
ing to Greenland “for purposes unknown”
and said it had created “a very dangerous
situation.”
In a joint statement released Sunday,

the eight countries – Britain, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, the Nether-
lands, Norway and Sweden – hit back and
said that “tariff threats undermine trans-
atlantic relations and risk a dangerous
downward spiral.”

They have also argued that protecting
the territorial integrity of Denmark
touches on the same principles as backing
Ukraine against Russia’s invasion.
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer,

who has gone to great lengths to appease
Mr. Trump over the past year, has called
the U.S. President’s threat “wrong” and re-
iterated Britain’s support for Greenland
and Denmark to decide their futures. Mr.
Starmer also spent weeks negotiating a
trade deal with Mr. Trump that brought
tariffs down to 10 per cent. They could
now jump to 20 per cent.
At the Nuuk airport on Sunday, a group

of 15 German soldiers were leaving the
island, after just four days.
“Our mission has been completed on

plan, and therefore everything’s done. We
will come back either to Greenland or
have some more meetings in one of the
allied countries,” Rear Admiral Stefan
Pauly told reporters at the airport just be-
fore the troops left for Germany.
“We have received all our answers, and

especially for the Greenland people, they
have been extremely, extremely friendly
to us. And therefore, even as it was a short
visit, it has been a very productive one.”
Adm. Pauly, who heads the joint forces

operations command in Germany, said
the purpose of the mission was to bolster
NATO’s response to threats in the Far
North from China and Russia. “I’m in the
military, and my task is to develop mil-
itary options to strengthen NATO and the
alliance,” he said.
When asked if he viewed the Americans

as a potential enemy, Adm. Pauly shook
his head. “The Americans are our allies.
They’re the strongest ally, and we always

could rely on this.”
But inmany NATO capitals, there is real

concern that the future of the alliance is at
stake. Mr. Trump’s comments about in-
vading Greenland had already rattled Eu-
ropean leaders. Adding the threat of tar-
iffs has led some to worry that NATO may
not survive.
“The very essence of NATO is to protect

the sovereign and territorial integrity of its
member states,” said Norway’s Foreign
Minister, Barth Eide.
In Copenhagen, Danish MP Rasmus Jar-

lov said NATO would unravel if Mr. Trump
invaded Greenland.
“It would be the end of NATO. You’re

not going to be in alliance with someone
that attacks you and tries to take a territo-
ry,” he said in an interview this week.
“That’s for sure. We’re done with the
Americans if they do this.”
Many people in Greenland feel the

same, and they are fed up with being
scared and anxious about Mr. Trump’s
next threat. Thousands took to the streets
on Saturday in a noisy protest outside the
U.S. consulate. They chanted “Greenland
belongs to Greenlanders,” held banners
that read “Yankee GoHome” and sung tra-
ditional Inuit songs. Some held hand-
made signs that used crude language to
describe Mr. Trump and NATO Secretary-
General Mark Rutte, who many believe
has been too accommodating of the Presi-
dent.
As she stood outside the consulate

building near the back of the crowd, Pha
Kielsen had this to say aboutMr. Trump. “I
think he should just shut up,” she said.
“Nothing good is coming out of his
mouth.”

Trump’s tariff threat has struck a nerve
An ice-covered island is
ground zero in one of
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Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen speaks about the current situation in Greenland
while in Copenhagen last week. LISELOTTE SABROE/RITZAU SCANPIX VIA REUTERS

Mr. Carney did not respond to a question
about whether Canada is prepared to join
other NATO countries in building up amil-
itary presence in Greenland as a show of
support.
Mr. Trump has justified his demand to

make Greenland a U.S. territory by saying
the strategically located islandand its valu-
able critical mineral resources should not
be allowed to fall under the control of Rus-
sia or China.
Mr. Carney invoked Russia’s invasion of

Ukraine as he outlined his response to Mr.
Trump’s latest pressure tactic to gain con-
trol of Greenland.

“It’s a serious situation, and we’re
concerned. We’re concerned about this
escalation,” the Prime Minister said of Mr.
Trump’s tariff threat.
“The future of Greenland and decisions

about the future of Greenland are for
Greenland and Denmark to decide.”
U.S. legislators fromboth theDemocrat-

ic and Republican parties have criticized
Mr. Trump’s threat to take Greenland and
his subsequent tariff threat. The U.S. Presi-
dent has said he feels Denmark is ill-
equipped to defend the island and its re-
sources.
But Mr. Carney said he believes that

NATO can handle the job of defending
Greenland. He said that during his recent

trip to Paris he talked to NATO
Secretary-General Mark Rutte about
protecting the Arctic.
The Prime Minister said he and Mr.

Rutte spoke about how “we’re going to fur-
ther enhance that security umbrella” over
the northern flank of the NATO territory.
Mr. Carney said Canada will always sup-

port the “sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity of countries, wherever their
geographic location is,” adding that he
talked to theEmir ofQatar about anumber
of threats to sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity, “Ukraine being a very prominent
example.”

With a report from Reuters

Danish soldiers disembark at the port in Nuuk, Greenland, on Sunday. Senior government officials said a small number of Canadian soldiers
could head to Greenland this week if the Prime Minister signs off on the plan. MADS CLAUS RASMUSSEN/RITZAU SCANPIX VIA REUTERS

SoldiErs: Carney said he believes that NATO
can handle the job of defending Greenland
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