hing Salman and
Crovwn PrAnce
Maorhimmuesd

hin Salman

extendled their
condholepees fo
Imthian President
Droupadi
Murmu, the

i liess of the
victms, and o the
Inddian people.

T hey also wished
the injureda
specdy recovery.

The rear of the plane
after it crashoed nto =
bullding In Ahmedabad
an Thursday. Routers

AHMEDABAD DISASTER

300 Killed in air tragedy

eIndian passenger jet had 242 on board ®More victims in building that plane crashed into

Reutars, AFP ~rredetad

Nearly SO0 people were
killed on Thursday when
a plane bound for London
with 242 passengers and
crew on board crashed
shortly alter taking ofT

from Ahmedabad in India.

The dead included medical
students and doctors who were
having lunch when the Air India
Boeing T87-8 Dreamliner phunged

ito their residential block, The

only known survivor from the
plane, Hamesh Viswashkumar,
440, had Been in seat 1A next to an
EEErFency exit.

“Thirty secomnds aller t(adoe-ofT,
there was a loud noise and then the
plane crashed)” he said from his
hospital ek “It all happened so
cpdckly. When [ got up, there were
bschies all around me. T was scared.
1 stooed wp and man. There were
picces of the plane all around me"™

Video footage showed the
plane taking off and then disap-
pearing below the horizon before

FASTFACT

The worst air disaster in
India was on Nov. 12, 1996,
when a Saudi jet collided
midair with a Kazakh plane in
Haryana state, killing all 349
on board the two planes.

a huge hreball rose mto the sky,
Thick plumes of black smolke
towered above the area after the
crash, with parts of the planes
feselage scattered around the

smouldering building and its tadl
ermerEing from the debris,
Krishna, a doctor who saw the
crash, =ik “The noge and frond
wheel landed on the cantleen
builking where students were
having lunch”™ Resident Poonam
Paimi said: “When we reached
the spot there were bodles ving
around and frefighters  were
dousing the flames. Many of the
bodics were bumed”® Another
regident said: “We saw people
jumping from the second and
third floors to save thomsclyves

The plane was in flames.”

The prla e’ PASSEIEersS
comprnised 207 adults and B3
children: B9 were Indian, 53
British, seven Portuguese and
ome Canadian. Among the dead
wis Vijay Kupani, former chief
minister of Gujarat state, where
Ahmedabad is the meain city,

Guijaral i= also Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's bome
stgte. "The tragedy in Ahmed-
abad has stunmed and saddened
s, he said. “It is heartbreaking
beyvond words"




