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On the seventh day of
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=&t apart by geography
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From a leenager stepping
onto her Arst ilm set 1o a
respecied actress in her early
Lhirtses, Bhatl's jourmey 1s
a testament Lo the power of
curiosity and instinet.

“When [ started out, I was ...
mayhe 17, 18, she qald. “1 was

approscbred
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with an
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Her approach has evolved,
but the core remains
unchanged. “I"m still enthu-
sdastie, siill full of beans, b
the approadch 15 more skkent. N
comes with a little more sense
of intent,” she said.

“I approach my work truly
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This approach, she said,
ledd her o fake creative
from “Highway" to
“Udta Punjab” to Gangubai

risks

wnaware she was absout to
redefine female characters in
sC1emee fict o,

“We were just tivangg 1o
make & good, small movie,
she recalled "The writers had
cleverly crafted a script with
a mixed-gender crew of “dirty
space TRRckers,” defiberately
stiibverfing cxpectations by
making the voung wom:an the
survivor anod heno

Weaver did not sce il as
a feminist statement at the
time, but as a natural story-
telling cholee. Her character,
Ellen Riplev, represenied the
idea that women could be
self-reliant.

“She reminds us all that we
can rely on ourselves and we
don't necd a man to fly in and
save us."” said Weaver.



