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torney-General Pam Bondi said
on Friday.
Mr. Abrego Garcia’s return

marks a turning point in a case
that became a broader symbol of
criticisms of President Donald
Trump’s aggressive immigration

Kilmar Abrego Garcia, the man
mistakenly deported from Mary-
land to El Salvador by the Trump
administration, has returned to
the United States to face criminal
charges of transporting illegal
immigrants within the U.S., At-

policies. Critics, including many
congressional Democrats, point-
ed to the case as a sign that the
administration was disregarding
civil liberties in its push to step
up deportations.
But the administration insist-

ed that Mr. Abrego Garcia was a
member of theMS-13 gang, an ac-
cusation that his lawyers denied.
On Friday, administration offi-

cials portrayed the indictment of
Mr. Abrego Garcia by a grand jury
in Tennessee as vindication of
their approach – even though
the charges were filed on May 21,
more than two months after Mr.
Abrego Garcia’s March 15 depor-
tation.
At a news conference, Ms.

Bondi said Salvadoran President
Nayib Bukele agreed to return
Mr. Abrego Garcia to the U.S. af-
ter U.S. officials presented his
government with an arrest war-
rant.
“The grand jury found that

over the past nine years, Abrego
Garcia has played a significant
role in an alien smuggling ring,”
Ms. Bondi said.
In a statement, Mr. Abrego

Garcia’s lawyer, Andrew Ross-
man, said it would now be up to

the U.S. judicial system to ensure
he received due process.
“Today’s action proves what

we’ve known all along – that the
administration had the ability to
bring him back and just refused
to do so,” said Mr. Rossman, a
partner at law firm Quinn Ema-
nuel.

Mr. Abrego Garcia was deport-
ed to El Salvador, despite an im-
migration judge’s 2019 order
granting him protection from de-
portation to El Salvador after
finding he was likely to be perse-
cuted by gangs if returned there,
court records show.
REUTERS

MISTAKENLY DEPORTED MAN RETURNS TO U.S. TO FACE MIGRANT TRANSPORT CHARGES

Salvadoran migrant Kilmar Abrego Garcia, left, seen meeting with U.S.
Senator Chris Van Hollen in April, is a U.S. resident who was sent to
El Salvador despite a judge’s order protecting him from deportation.
X ACCOUNT OF SENATOR VAN HOLLEN/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Too soon. Way too soon. Inviting Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi to come to Canada now amounts
to a signal that foreign powers can interfere in Can-
ada with impunity.

Less than two years ago, the Prime Minister of Canada –
then Justin Trudeau – accused the Indian government of
involvement in the murder of a Canadian. Last October, the
RCMP alleged that agents of India had been involved in
coercion, violent crime and murder in Canada.
India’s official public response was essentially to tell Can-

ada to go fly a kite. It didn’t just deny any involvement, it
refused to co-operate with any investigation.
And yet Prime Minister Mark Carney invited Mr. Modi to

come to Canada as a guest to the G7 summit Mr. Carney will
host in Kananaskis, Alta., in just over a week.
The reason Mr. Carney gave Friday is that India is a big

country with one of the world’s biggest economies and it’s
fitting to invite it to important discussions on global affairs.
But then he had trouble answering a question about

whether he believes Mr. Modi was involved in the June,
2023, killing of Canadian Hardeep Singh Nijjar in Surrey, B.C.
Mr. Carney said that as Prime Minister he could not answer
that because a criminal investigation is still under way.
The Prime Minister’s own answer should have told him it

is way too soon to invite Mr. Modi to Canada.
There’s still an investigation into the killing of a Cana-

dian. It’s not ancient history. The victims of those other
crimes alleged by the RCMP have a right to feel abandoned.
That does not mean Canada

must forever scold India and
shun talks with its government.
In another circumstance, Mr.

Carney’s invitation could have
been seen as a needed shift from
the preachy diplomatic tone
Canada has indulged in for dec-
ades. A serious country cannot
do diplomacy only with coun-
tries it agrees with.
Mr. Carney seems to under-

stand that.
On Thursday, he and Chinese

Premier Li Qiang agreed to ex-
plore a reset in relations strained
since 2018, when Beijing respon-
ded to the arrest of a Huawei ex-
ecutive by imprisoning Cana-
dians Michael Kovrig and Mi-
chael Spavor. Last week, he
spoke to Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in an
apparent attempt to mend ties strained since 2018 over
Canada’s complaints about human rights in Saudi Arabia.
Canada’s business community, in particular, would like

to see a similar effort at rapprochement with India.
But inviting Mr. Modi now is not the same.
It’s not a phone call. It’s not a mandate for officials to

talk. It’s an invitation to India’s head of government to be
Mr. Carney’s guest – to be Canada’s guest.
It comes at a time when the RCMP is still investigating

whether his government ordered the assassination of a
Canadian on Canadian soil. The RCMP alleged only eight
months ago that Indian agents coerced and harassed Cana-
dians, worked with organized crime to make Indo-Cana-
dians feel unsafe in Canada, and orchestrated crime.
Senior Canadian officials said they repeatedly tried to

raise those issues with India, but were rebuffed. As far as we
know, India’s position hasn’t changed.
Mr. Carney said Friday that India and Canada “have

agreed to engage in dialogue with respect to reinforcing law
enforcement between our two countries.” But he did not
say India was working on addressing any of the Canadian
allegations.
All the alleged interference, assassination and coercion

appear to have been India’s way of escalating its long-stand-
ing complaint that Canada does too little to stem what it
considers illegal support for pro-Khalistani activists, who
are calling for a separate state to be carved out of northern
India.
But India is alleged to have escalated that complaint into

a crime wave in Canada. That can’t be forgotten quickly.
It’s reasonable to reassure India that Canadian author-

ities will investigate whether pro-Khalistan activists here
are committing crimes. It’s reasonable to re-establish a full
exchange of diplomats. One day, the prime ministers will
meet.
Inviting Mr. Modi now, so soon and with an investigation

still under way, sends a signal that Canada doesn’t care
about foreign interference. Sikh-Canadian organizations
called the invitation an insult. Mr. Carney brushed that con-
cern aside too soon.

Carney should know
it’s way too soon to invite
the Indian PM to Canada
CAMPBELL
CLARK

OPINION

Mr. Carney said
Friday that India
and Canada ‘have
agreed to engage in
dialogue with
respect to reinforcing
law enforcement
between our two
countries.’ But he
did not say India
was working on
addressing any of
the Canadian
allegations.

PrimeMinisterMarkCarney is de-
fending his decision to invite In-
dian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to the Group of Seven sum-
mit in Alberta thismonth despite
a continuing investigation into
the country’s involvement in the
2023 slayingof CanadianHardeep
Singh Nijjar.
Mr. Carney’s predecessor Justin

Trudeaupublicly accused Indiaof
a role in the gangland-style mur-
der of Mr. Nijjar, a prominent ad-
vocate for a separate state for
Sikhs in the Indian state of Pun-
jab. India has denied the allega-
tion.
The PrimeMinister declined to

answer a question Friday on
whether he believed Mr. Modi
was involved in the death of Mr.
Nijjar, whowas shot dead outside
a Sikh gurdwara in Surrey, B.C.
“There is a legal process that is

literally under way and quite ad-
vanced in Canada, and it’s never
appropriate to make comments
with respect to those legal proc-
esses,” Mr. Carney said.
The Prime Minister’s decision

to invite Mr. Modi drew public
criticism from inside the govern-
ing Liberal caucus.
Liberal MP Sukh Dhaliwal,

whose B.C. riding includes the
templewhereMr. Nijjarwas slain,
said he doesn’t agree with the
government’s decision to invite
Mr. Modi. He said voters in Surrey
Newton are upset with the signal
it sends to India.
“My constituents are telling

me themessage that we are send-
ing is they can come and kill Can-
adians on Canadian soil and they
won’t even get a slap on the
wrist,” he said.
Speaking to reporters, Mr. Car-

ney defended welcoming Mr.
Modi to the meeting in Kananas-
kis, Alta., on June 15 to 17, even
though last year the RCMP publi-
cly said it has strong evidence
that the “highest levels” of the In-
dian government were involved

in orchestrating a campaign of
violence and intimidation on
Canadian soil.
Mr. Carney said the most pop-

ulous country in the world, with
the fifth-largest economy, should
be present at this year’s G7, where
leaders will hold discussions on
energy security, critical minerals
and infrastructure projects in the
developing world.
“As chair of the G7, it is impor-

tant to invite the most important
countries to attend to talk about
important issues such as energy,
artificial intelligence, critical
minerals, and India is really at the
very centre of global supply
chains,” Mr. Carney said.
There’s been no public indica-

tion that India has agreed to co-
operate in Canada’s investigation
of theNijjar slaying. However, the
Prime Minister said Friday that
both countries have resolved to
“continued law enforcement dia-
logue.” Mr. Carney did not say if
that included the Nijjar killing.
Mr. Modi indicated in a post on

X on Friday that he would be
attending the G7 after an invite
from Mr. Carney.
Canada-India relations suf-

fered a major rupture in Septem-
ber, 2023, when Mr. Trudeau told
Parliament that Canada’s nation-
al security agencies have reason
to believe “agents of the Indian
government” killed Mr. Nijjar.
Twenty months after this dip-

lomatic breach, Canada’s and
India’s ambassador-level posts in
each other’s country are still
vacant.
Mr. Modi said in his post that

he congratulated Mr. Carney on
his election win.
“As vibrant democracies

bound by deep people-to-people
ties, India and Canada will work
together with renewed vigour,
guided by mutual respect and
shared interests,” hewrote. “Look
forward to our meeting at the
Summit.”
G7 members include the Unit-

ed States, the United Kingdom,
France, Germany, Japan and Italy.
Others invited to the summit in-
clude Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky and Mexican
President Claudia Sheinbaum.
The Canada-based World Sikh

Organization condemned Mr.
Carney’s decision to invite Mr.
Modi to the G7 as shameful and
dangerous.

“For Sikhs in Canada, this is a
betrayal, not just of our commu-
nity, butof coreCanadianvalues,”
WSO president Danish Singh said
in a statement.
“We would never welcome

leaders from Russia, China, or
Iran under such circumstances.
Yet India has done far more on
Canadian soil in terms of foreign
interference and transnational
repression, including orchestrat-
ingmurders, and is being reward-
ed with a red carpet welcome.”
Meanwhile, Goldy Hyder, pres-

ident of the Business Council of
Canada, welcomed Mr. Modi’s
inclusion at the G7 leaders’ sum-
mit. He said there is a clear oppor-
tunity ahead for Canada and In-
dia to reset their relationship and
determine next steps in the com-
ing months.
“On theglobal front, it’s impor-

tant that democracies work in
concert at a challenging and un-
certain time like this,” Mr. Hyder
said.
Last week, Foreign Affairs Min-

ister Anita Anand said Canada is
looking forward to rebuilding ties
with India “one step at a time” as
part of an effort to diversify trade
away from the United States –
even as the RCMP investigation
into Mr. Nijjar’s murder contin-
ues.
The Carney government,

which also talked about repairing
ties with China on Thursday, is
strengthening overseas relations
as ties with the United States
erode under U.S. President Do-
nald Trump.
Mr. Carney won April’s federal

election after campaigning on a
plan to diversify trading partners
as away of reducing the country’s
dependency on theUnited States,
which he painted as increasingly
unreliable.
Mr. Dhaliwal, the Liberal MP,

noted the recent foreign
interference inquiry found that
India has become the second
most active country engaging in
electoral foreign interference in
Canada.
“The way I see it is, fundamen-

tal rights and the delivery of jus-
tice for the victims is non-nego-
tiable,” he said. “Prime Minister
Modi should take responsibility
for the acts of his citizens andalso
should have co-operatedwith the
with the investigation” in Cana-
da.

India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi, seen in New Delhi in May, has been invited by Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney to attend the Group of Seven summit in Alberta this month. REUTERS

Carney defends inviting Modi
to G7 despite Nijjar slaying
Liberal MP says
his constituents
are upset by invite
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