
13 June 2025  The Guardian Weekly 

7Global report
The big story p10 � 

I R A N15

Dog-walking ban extended 
for ‘order, safety and health’ 
Authorities  expanded a ban on 
walking dogs in public to many 
cities , citing public health, 
social order and safety concerns, 
domestic media  reported.

The ban, which echoes a 2019 
police directive that barred 
walking dogs in Tehran, was 
expanded to Ilam city in the 
west . At least 17 other cities have 
recently introduced similar bans , 
including Isfahan in the centre and 
Kerman in the south.

Owning and walking dogs 
has been a contentious subject 
since the 1979 Islamic Revolution 
in Iran, though there is no law 
banning dog ownership outright.

Many religious scholars, 
however, consider petting dogs 
 as najis, or ritually impure, while 
some offi  cials view pet dogs as a 
symbol of western  infl uence . 

I N D I A16

 Delhi pays $60m to send 
f irst astronaut to ISS
The fi rst Indian astronaut to visit 
the International Space Station 
 was due t o blast off  this week as 
part of an eff ort by the world’s 
most populous nation to catch up 
with the US, Russia and China in 
human space fl ight missions.

Shubhanshu Shukla, a 39-year-
old air force fi ghter pilot, is part 
of four-person mission  from the 
US with the private company 
Axiom Space, which is using a 
SpaceX capsule.

He will be the third astronaut 
of Indian origin to reach orbit, 
 Delhi has paid more than $60m for 
the mission, according to Indian 
media reports.

JA PA N18

Lowest number of births 
recorded in over a century
Data showed the annual number 
of births dropped to below 
700,000 for the fi rst time since 
records began more than a century 
ago. The number of births reached 
686,061 in 2024, a decline of 5.7% 
from the previous year and the 
lowest since statistics were fi rst 
kept in 1899. The data excludes 
babies born to foreign residents.

The fertility rate – the average 
number of children a woman 
has in her lifetime – also fell to a 
record  low of 1.15, down from 1.20 
in 2023, the health ministry said . 
The ministry said 1.6m deaths had 
been recorded in 2024, up 1.9% 
from a year earlier. 

N E W Z E A L A N D20

MPs who performed haka 
given record suspensions  
Legislators  voted to enact record 
parliamentary suspensions for 
three MPs who performed a 
Māori haka to protest against a 
controversial proposed law.

Hana-Rāwhiti Maipi-Clarke 
received a seven-day ban and the 
leaders of  Te Pāti Māori (the Māori 
party), Debbie Ngarewa-Packer 
and Rawiri Waititi, were barred for 
21 days. Three days had previously 
been the longest ban for a New 
Zealand MP.

The  MPs performed the haka, a 
chanting  challenge, last November 
to oppose a widely unpopular 
bill, now defeated, that they said 
would reverse Indigenous rights. 

AU S T R A L I A19

Albanese stands fi rm on 
under-16s social media ban 
Anthony Albanese  pledged not to 
back down on plans to ban under-
16s from social media and force 
online giants to pay for Australian 
news – two key policies opposed 
by big tech companies with the 
ear of Donald Trump – ahead of 
his expected meeting with the US 
president next week.

The prime minister also said 
that “Australia should decide what 
we spend on Australia’s defence”, 
shrugging off  demands from the 
Trump administration to rapidly 
increase military spending .

In a speech  setting out his 
second-term agenda, the prime 
minister said  last month’s 
election – which delivered Labor 
a thumping majority – was an 
endorsement of “a progressive 
patriotism where we are proud to 
do things our own way” .

D I P L O M A C Y17

Conference will not 
recognise Palestinian state
A planned conference in New York 
this month that supporters of 
Palestine had hoped would push 
western governments to recognise 
a Palestinian state has weakened 
its ambition and will instead 
hope to agree on steps towards 
recognition, diplomats have said.

The change to the aims of 
the conference, due to be held 
between 17 and 20 June, marks a 
retreat from an earlier vision that 
it would mark a joint declaration 
of recognition of Palestine as a 
state by a large group of countries, 
including  France and the UK.

Emmanuel Macron, the French 
president and a co-sponsor of the 
three-day conference with Saudi 
Arabia, has declared recognition 
of Palestine as “a moral duty and 
political requirement”, but French 
offi  cials briefi ng their Israeli 
counterparts  last week reassured 
them the conference will not be 
the moment for recognition.

That is now seen as a prize that 
will emerge from other measures, 
including a permanent ceasefi re 
in Gaza, the release of Israeli 
hostages, reform of the Palestinian 
Authority  and a defi nitive end to 
Hamas’s rule in Gaza.

D E AT H S

Frederick 

Forsyth

British author of 

Day of the Jackal 

and other thrillers 

and former MI6 

agent. He died on  

9 June, aged 86.

Sly Stone

Pioneering 

 American funk 

and soul musician. 

He died on 9 June, 

aged 82.

Edmund White

US author who 

chronicled gay 

life. He died on 

3 June, aged 85.

Edgar Lungu

Former Zambian 

president. He died 

on 5 June, 

aged 68.

Marc Garneau

Canada’s first 

astronaut and 

former foreign 

minister. He died 

on 4 June, 

aged 76.

Nicole Croisille

French singer and 

actor who sang on 

the soundtrack of 

the  1966 film  A 

Man and a Woman . 

She died on 4 

June, aged 88.

Uriah Rennie

Jamai can-born 

football official 

who became the 

first black referee 

in the English 

Premier League. 

He died on 8  June, 

aged 65.
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