
The last timeCanadahostedaG7 sum-
mit, Tristen Naylor gained access as
an unusual spectator. He was em-

beddedas anacademicobserving the sum-
mit management office that oversaw the
2018 events at Charlevoix, Que. It was, he
recalls, amarvel of organization, governed
by a 132-page event “bible.”
“It’s page after page of minute-by-min-

ute play-by-play on how the summit runs,
with schematics and diagrams of every
room setup, who stands where, howmany

cars you need,” said Mr. Naylor, the direc-
tor of the Oxbridge Diplomatic Academy.
But as Canada once again prepares for

some of the world’s most powerful leaders
to meet at G7 meetings that begin this
weekend, all of that meticulous planning –
and any hopes for agreement or even basic
comity – must reckon with a series of un-
knowns.
There are new faces: Britain’s Keir

Starmer, Germany’s Friedrich Merz, Ja-
pan’s Shigeru Ishiba and the host himself,
Prime Minister Mark Carney.
There is a horizon clouded with haze,

from the wildfires burning across this
country, from the street fires lit in protests
across the United States, from the confla-
grations still raging in Ukraine and Gaza,

from the trade wars that have drawn the
U.S. into conflict with the other countries
whose leaders will attend – and, perhaps
more than anything, from Donald Trump,
whohas returned to powerwith a palpable
disdain for the elite multilateralism that is
the pillar on which the G7 has stood for a
half-century.
And there is history.
The Charlevoix summit ended with Mr.

Trump calling then prime minister Justin
Trudeau “very dishonest & weak,” and
withdrawing by tweet from a joint state-
ment. Seven years later, “at the end of the
weekend, if there is no big explosive
Trump story, that alone will be a success,”
Mr. Naylor said.
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Big issues meet modest hopes ahead of a G7 summit
set to be dominated by one man
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A drive to grant jailed Hong
Kong publisher Jimmy Lai hon-
orary Canadian citizenship is on
hold after the Liberal MP spear-
heading the move was told by
her government’s House leader
to shelve the motion just before
she was about to present it.
The MP, Judy Sgro, had al-

ready gained the support of MPs
from all parties for a unanimous-
consent motion that raised the
plight of Mr. Lai, who has been
held in solitary confinement for
41⁄�2 years.
The motion was seen as a

symbolic gesture by Canada to
bolster support for Mr. Lai before
the G7 leaders’ summit in Alber-
ta this weekend.
Ms. Sgro said she was not giv-

en a clear explanation for the
government’s move. She said she
plans to persevere with the mo-
tion.
She was approached by Steven

MacKinnon, the Government
House Leader, on Wednesday
and told that she could not pre-
sent it.
“I had everybody on side and

ready to move forward yesterday
at noon. But then somewhere,
something went off the rails,”
she said on Thursday. “I had it
lined up, and so I was shocked.”

LAI, A11

Government
told MP to halt
push to grant
Hong Kong’s
Lai citizenship
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More than 240 people were killed when an
Air India plane bound for London crashed
moments after taking off from the city of
Ahmedabad on Thursday, authorities said,
in the world’s worst aviation disaster in a
decade.
With 242 people on board, the Boeing

787-8 Dreamliner – which was headed for
Gatwick Airport, south of the British capi-
tal – had only one survivor after it crashed
onto amedical college hostel during lunch
hour.
The sole survivor is a British national of

Indian origin and is being treated in a

took off.
“Thirty seconds after takeoff, therewas a

loudnoise,andthentheplanecrashed,”40-
year-old Viswash Kumar Ramesh told the
Hindustan Times, which showed a board-
ing pass for seat 11A in that name online.
“It all happened so quickly,” he told the

paper from his hospital bed.
“When I got up, there were bodies all

aroundme. Iwas scared. I stoodupandran.
There were pieces of the plane all around
me,” he said. “Someone grabbed hold of
me and put me in an ambulance and
broughtme to the hospital.”
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hospital, the airline confirmed.
“We are still verifying the number of

dead, including those killed in thebuilding
where the plane crashed,” Vidhi Chaud-
hary, a top state police officer, told Reuters.
She said the death toll was more than

240, revising down a previous toll of 294 as
it included body parts that had been dou-
ble counted. It was not immediately clear
howmany of the dead had been on the air-
craft or on the ground.
The only known surviving passenger

was in seat 11A, next to an emergency exit,
Ms. Chaudhary said, adding that there
could bemore survivors in hospital.
Theman told Indianmedia how he had

heard a loudnoise shortly after FlightAI171

Hundreds killed as Air India jet
crashes moments after takeoff

Dabu Patni reacts upon learning that her brother, Akash Patni, was one of the more than 240 people killed when a Boeing 787 Dreamliner
crashed in the city of Ahmedabad, India, on Thursday. AMIT DAVE/REUTERS
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Mississauga dentist among victims A10

Israel attacked Iran’s capital early
Friday, with explosions booming
across Tehran as Israel said it had
targeted nuclear and military
sites.
Iranian state television said

shortly after that Hossein Salami,
commander of Iran’s Revolution-
ary Guards, had been killed, as
well as at least two nuclear scien-
tists.
The attack comes as tensions

have reached new heights over
Tehran’s rapidly advancingnucle-
ar program. The Board of Gover-
nors at the International Atomic

Energy Agency for the first time
in 20 years on Thursday censured
Iran for not working with its in-
spectors. Iran immediately an-
nounced it would establish a
third enrichment site in the coun-
try and swap out some centrifug-
es for more advanced ones.
Israel for years has warned it

will not allow Iran to build a nu-
clear weapon, something Tehran
insists it doesn’t want – though
officials there have repeatedly
warned the country could build
them.
The United States had been

preparing for something to hap-
pen, already pulling some diplo-
mats from Iraq’s capital and of-

fering voluntary evacuations for
the families of U.S. troops in the
wider Middle East.
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-

minNetanyahu said in anaddress
on YouTube that the attacks will
continue “for as many days at it
takes to remove this threat.”
U.S. Secretary of State Marco

Rubio said Israel took “unilateral
action against Iran” and that
Israel advised the U.S. that it be-
lieved the strikes were necessary
for its self-defense.
“We are not involved in strikes

against Iran and our top priority
is protecting American forces in
the region,” Mr. Rubio said in a
statement released by the White

House.
Mr. Rubio also issued a warn-

ing to Iran that it should not tar-
get U.S. interests or personnel.
People in Tehran awoke to the

sound of the blasts.
It wasn’t immediately clear

what had beenhit, though smoke
could be seen rising fromChitgar,
a neighborhood in western Teh-
ran. There are no known nuclear
sites in that area – but it wasn’t
immediately clear if anythingwas
happening in the rest of the coun-
try.
An Israeli military official said

that his country had targeted Ira-
niannuclear sites, without identi-
fying them.

The official spoke to journal-
ists on condition of anonymity to
discuss the ongoing operation,
which is also targeting military
sites.
BenchmarkBrent crude spiked

on the attack, rising nearly 5 per
cent on the news.
Israel’s DefenceMinister, Israel

Katz, said that his country had
carried out the attack, without
saying what it had targeted.
“In the wake of the state of Is-

rael’s preventive attack against
Iran, missile and drone attacks
against Israel and its civilian pop-
ulation are expected immediate-
ly,” he said in a statement.
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Israel launches attack on Tehran
Iranian state TV says head of Revolutionary Guards killed; Netanyahu vows assault will continue until nuclear ‘threat’ eliminated
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