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B
atting great Virat Kohli announced 
his immediate retirement from 
Test cricket yesterday, just days 

before India name their squad for a tour 
to England.
Kohli, who scored 9,230 runs in 123 
matches at an average of 46.85, posted 
his decision on Instagram five days after 
India captain Rohit Sharma called time 
on his own Test career.
Since making his debut in 2011, Kohli 
struck 30 hundreds and 31 fifties with a 
highest score of 254 not out, mainly bat-
ting at number four in the order.
“It’s been 14 years since I first wore the 
baggy blue in Test cricket,” the 36-year-
old Kohli posted on his off icial feed, 
which has 271 million followers.
“Honestly, I never imagined the journey 
this format would take me on. It’s tested 
me, shaped me, and taught me lessons I’ll 
carry for life.
“As I step away from this format, it’s not 
easy - but it feels right. I’ve given it eve-
rything I had, and it’s given me back so 
much more than I could’ve hoped for.”
An inspirational figure, Kohli was India’s 
most successful Test captains with 40 
wins and 17 defeats in 68 matches before 

stepping down from the role in 2022.
The next best are Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
with 27 wins from 60 and Sourav Gan-
guly with 21 from 49.
“I’m walking away with a heart full of 
gratitude - for the game, for the people I 
shared the field with, and for every single 
person who made me feel seen along the 
way,” Kohli said.
“I’ll always look back at my Test career 
with a smile.”
The fiercely competitive Kohli’s declin-
ing form in the five-day game may have 
prompted his decision to call it a day.
After averaging close to 55 at his peak 
between 2011 and 2019, he could muster 
only 32.56 over the past 24 months.
Kohli’s last Test was in Sydney in January 
when India lost the match and with it the 
series 3-1 to Australia.
Apart from an unbeaten century in the 
second innings of the first Test in Perth, 
Kohli managed just 90 runs from eight 
innings in the five-Test series.
The 36-year-old Kohli was part of the 
“Fab Four” quartet of batting greats who 
dominated Test cricket over the past dec-
ade, alongside Steve Smith of Australia, 
Kane Williamson of New Zealand and Joe 
Root of England.
Nicknamed “King Kohli”, he was India’s 
batting backbone across three interna-
tional formats and ended his Twenty20 

career with a match-winning innings 
in his team’s World Cup final victory in 

Barbados last year. Kohli then 
walked away from the shortest 
format along with Rohit.

The hugely popular Kohli’s retirement 
statement had within an hour of being 
posted generated more than six million 
“likes” and in excess of half a million 
comments on social media as fans and 
fellow cricketers paid tribute.
India cricket coach Gautam Gambhir 
called Kohli: “A man with lion’s passion!” 
on X, adding “Will miss u cheeks...”
Former India batsman Sanjay Manjrekar 
posted on social media: “Biggest brand of 
the modern cricket era who gave it all for 
cricket’s oldest format. Test cricket owes 
that debt to Virat Kohli.”
Veteran Indian commentator Harsha 
Bhogle said: “I would have liked to see 
#ViratKohli go out of Test cricket before 
a packed stadium. But since that is not to 
be, let us applaud him wherever we are.
“He told a generation weaned on T20 
cricket that Test cricket is cool and aspi-
rational. And for that, the game owes him 
big time.”
India’s selectors are due next week to 
name the squad for the five-Test series in 

England. The first match begins on June 
20 in Leeds.

Box-offi  ce Kohli leaves longest format of the game with massive void
Reuters
New Delhi

I
ndia stalwart Virat Kohli’s Test 
retirement has robbed the for-
mat of its biggest global star 
and its most infl uential advo-

cate, leaving a vacuum that will be 
hard to fi ll.

Kohli has ended his 123-Test ca-
reer having amassed 9,230 runs at 
an average of 46.85, securing his 
position as a modern great of the 
game.

Between 2014-2022, Kohli cap-
tained India to 40 wins in 68 Tests 
to become the country’s most suc-
cessful skipper in the format.

But the 36-year-old’s lasting 
legacy in Test cricket lies beyond 
his truckload of runs and checked 
cover-drive, which is among the 
game’s most beautiful shots.

Having succeeded Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni as India’s Test cap-
tain, “King Kohli” overhauled In-

dia’s approach to turn the team 
into a ruthless juggernaut that 
did not rely anymore on designer 
dustbowls to win Test matches.

Kohli demanded, and helped 
create, a formidable pace pool in 
his single-minded pursuit to turn 
India into a team capable of win-
ning Tests anywhere in the world.

Mostly they did.
He revolutionised the fi tness 

culture in the India dressing room, 
turning a somewhat lax fi elding 
side into a crack squad of electric-
heel fi elders. Kohli led by example.

Nicknamed “Chiku” after a 
chubby-cheek popular comic book 
character in India in his early years, 
Kohli sacrifi ced his favourite but-
ter chicken and grew into a lean, 
mean run-machine with an ex-
traordinary ability to run between 
the wickets.

On the fi eld, he is among the saf-
est catchers and the fastest retriev-
ers of the ball.

When doing none of this, Kohli, 

like a conductor at an orchestra, 
whips up boisterous support from 
the stands with just one gesture.

When needed, he can also si-
lence the stands with a glare or 
gesture, like he did at the Oval after 
India fans started booing Australia 
batter Steve Smith during a 2019 
World Cup match.

THE DRAMA
The silky-smooth batting, the wild 
celebrations and a penchant to get 
under an opponent’s skin - Kohli 
has often been at the centre of an 
unfolding drama, which injects 
fresh life into a fan’s often-dreary 
experience of watching Test crick-
et. 

Kohli’s name fi lls the stands and 
guarantees theatre, and his avail-
ability is often a major factor in 
broadcast rights negotiations.

Married to a Bollywood star, 
Kohli has 271 million followers on 
Instagram and 67.8 million on X 
- making him a social media phe-
nomenon.

His popularity has been a key 
factor behind cricket’s return to 
the Olympics at the 2028 Games 
in Los Angeles, the organisers ac-
knowledged last year.

Kohli called on all of it to back 
Test cricket’s primacy - demand-
ing a results-oriented approach 
and advocating India hold their 
home matches in select venues 
with guaranteed full-houses.

“There’s something deeply per-
sonal about playing in whites,” 
Kohli wrote about his love for the 
format in his retirement state-
ment.

“The quiet grind, the long days, 
the small moments that no one 

sees but that stay with you forever.”
As a batter, he fell well short of 

Sachin Tendulkar’s 15,921 runs 
from 200 Tests, but Kohli may 
have carved out a stronger legacy, 
according to former Australia cap-
tain Greg Chappell.

“... perhaps Kohli even eclipses 
him (Tendulkar) in terms of cultur-
al infl uence and psychological im-
pact on India’s cricketing identity,” 
he wrote on ESPNcricinfo.

“Kohli, the incandescent heart 
of Indian cricket for over a dec-
ade, did not just score runs. He 
redefi ned expectations, challenged 
conventions, and symbolised the 
self-assured, unapologetic India of 
the 21st century.

“He was the most Australian 
non-Australian cricketer we’ve 
ever seen - a snarling warrior in 
whites, never giving an inch, al-
ways demanding more. Not just of 
his bowlers, his fi elders or his op-
position, but fi rst and foremost, of 
himself.”

IPL to resume on May 
17 aft er India-Pakistan 
ceasefi re decision  
Reuters
New Delhi

T
he Indian Premier League 
(IPL) cricket tournament, 
suspended for a week amid 
fi ghting between India 

and Pakistan, will resume on May 
17 following the announcement of 
a ceasefi re between the nuclear-
armed neighbours, organisers said 
yesterday.

The IPL governing council took 
the decision to suspend the tour-
nament last Fri-
day after consult-
ing franchises and 
players as India and 
Pakistan extended 
their worst fi ghting 
in nearly three dec-
ades.

The IPL still has 12 
group matches left, 
which will be played 
in the cities of Ben-
galuru, Jaipur, Delhi, 
Lucknow, Mumbai 
and Ahmedabad.

“After extensive consulta-
tions with government and secu-
rity agencies, and with all the key 
stakeholders, the Board has de-
cided to proceed with the remain-
der of the season,” India’s cricket 
board (BCCI) said in a statement.

“A total of 17 matches will be 
played across 6 venues, starting 
May 17, 2025, and culminating in 
the fi nal on June 3, 2025. The re-
vised schedule includes two dou-
ble-headers, which will be played 
on two Sundays.

“Venue details for the playoff  

matches will be announced at a 
later stage.”

An IPL match in Dharamsala 
on May 8 was abandoned midway 
through, with organisers citing a 
power outage, while another game 
at the same north Indian city was 
shifted to Ahmedabad because of 
the border tension before being 
postponed. A number of non-In-
dian players left the country after 
the league’s suspension.

The Pakistan Super League has 
yet to announce a date for its re-
sumption. The Pakistan Cricket 

Board (PCB) initially 
decided to move the 
last eight PSL games 
to the United Arab 
Emirates, but last 
week said it had post-
poned the matches 
on the advice of Pa-
kistan Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif. 
India and Pakistan 
have clashed since 
India struck multiple 
locations in Pakistan 
that it said were “ter-

rorist camps” in retaliation for the 
deadly attack in its troubled region 
of Kashmir last month, in which it 
said Islamabad was involved.

Pakistan denied the accusa-
tion but both countries exchanged 
cross-border fi ring and shelling, 
sent drones and missiles into each 
other’s airspace and left dozens 
of people dead. A fragile ceasefi re 
was holding between the neigh-
bours on Sunday after the agree-
ment was reached a day earlier 
following diplomacy and pressure 
from the United States.

Al Shaqab Showjumping League set to restart

A
l Shaqab is set to resume the Al 
Shaqab National Showjumping 
League, with the competition re-
turning this month through three 

consecutive weeks of thrilling rounds. The 
events will bring together a distinguished 
group of experienced and emerging male and 
female riders, all competing at the world-
class Longines Arena at Al Shaqab on the 
following dates: May 16–17, May 23–24, and 
May 30–31, 2025.

Aligned with Qatar National Vision 2030, 
Al Shaqab continues its pioneering role in 
advancing sports and promoting a culture of 
excellence and innovation in equestrianism 
through the launch of a new edition of its na-
tional show jumping league.

Over the past seasons, the league has 
served as a strategic platform to nurture tal-
ent and refi ne riders’ skills. It has set new 
benchmarks in the sport of show jumping 
and has become a defi ning milestone for 
many up-and-coming riders as they progress 
to international competition.

The Al Shaqab League off ers a valuable op-
portunity for riders of various skill levels, act-

ing as a launchpad for those aiming to com-
pete on the world stage. With rounds fi lled 
with fi erce competition, continuous training, 
and a world-class event experience, Al Shaqab 
consistently proves its ability to develop riders 
into champions recognised globally.

Driven by a commitment to diversity and 
inclusion, Al Shaqab places strong emphasis 
on off ering equal opportunities for all par-
ticipants, with particular focus on supporting 
youth riders and female athletes — underscor-

ing its mission to empower talent in a fair and 
competitive environment.

Participation is open to all members of the 
Al Shaqab Equestrian Academy as well as ex-
ternal riders. 

All categories will adhere to the FEI regula-
tions, except for introductory classes.

Competition categories include:
Training Categories: Introductory 1 40cm; 
Introductory 2 60cm; Introductory 3 80cm
Main Competition Categories: Amateur 
90cm; Future Champions 105cm; Junior 
Champions 115cm; Youth Champions 125cm; 
Al Shaqab Champions 130cm

Spectators can expect an elevated and enjoy-
able sporting atmosphere, along with a range of 
family-friendly activities and exclusive hospi-
tality experiences featuring delicious food and 
beverages—making it a comprehensive event 
for the entire community to enjoy.

The Al Shaqab League operates on a point-
based system, with top-performing riders rec-
ognised at the end of the season—adding a layer 
of excitement and prestige to every round.

‘Thank you for the lasting memories you’ve given to everyone’
“Can’t believe you are done. You are a 
modern-day GIANT and were a fantastic am-
bassador for Test match cricket in every way 
you played and captained. Thank you for the 
lasting memories you’ve given to everyone, 
and to me in particular. It’s something I will 
cherish for life.” 
RAVI SHASTRI, FORMER INDIA HEAD 
COACH AND ALL-ROUNDER

”While the world celebrates your cricketing 
brilliance and records, what I admire most is 
your unwavering commitment to fitness and 
the sacrifices you’ve made behind the scenes.”
SANATH JAYASURIYA, 
FORMER SRI LANKA CAPTAIN

“From making my Test debut under your 
captaincy to reaching new heights together 
for our country, your passion and energy will 

be missed but the legacy you leave behind 
remains unmatched.”
JASPRIT BUMRAH, INDIA BOWLER

“Virat, we’ve shared that era... faced the 
grind together, lived the long days of Test 
cricket with pride. Your batting in whites is 
special - not just in numbers, but in intent, 
intensity, and inspiration. Good luck going 
forward.”
HARBHAJAN SINGH, 
FORMER INDIA BOWLER

“As captain you didn’t just win matches - you 
changed mindsets. You made fitness, aggres-
sion, and pride in whites the new standard. 
A true torchbearer of modern Indian Test 
cricket.”
IRFAN PATHAN, 
FORMER INDIA ALL-ROUNDER

“Anything I write for you, paji (brother), will 
never truly capture what I feel or the impact 
you’ve had on me. From watching you bat 
when I was 13 and wondering how someone 
could bring that kind of energy to the field - to 
sharing the field with you and realising no one 
else possibly can - you’ve not just inspired a 
generation, you’ve reshaped the mindset of 
millions.”
SHUBMAN GILL, 
INDIA BATTER

“The impact you’ve had on Test cricket, and 
on cricket in India as a whole, is immeasur-
able. To have had the chance to share the 
pitch with you - someone I looked up to 
for so many years - was more than just a 
privilege; it was a moment I’ll carry with me 
forever.”
YASHASVI JAISWAL, INDIA BATTER
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“As you retire from Tests, I’m 
reminded of your thoughtful 
gesture 12 years ago, during my 
last Test. You off ered to gift me 
a thread from your late father. It 
was something too personal for 
me to accept, but the gesture was 
heart-warming and has stayed 
with me ever since. While I may 
not have a thread to off er in return, 
please know that you carry my 
deepest admiration and very best 
wishes. Your true legacy, Virat, 
lies in inspiring countless young 
cricketers to pick up the sport.”

SACHIN TENDULKAR, 
FORMER INDIA CAPTAIN

“In my time playing and 
broadcasting no individual has 
done as much for Test cricket as 
Virat Kohli .. his passion, energy 
and commitment to the greatest 
format has helped so much .. I 
hope the next generation of Indian 
players take on his mantel”

MICHAEL VAUGHAN, 
FORMER ENGLAND CAPTAIN

“Absolute legend of our game. I’ll 
never forget our first game against 
each other when we were young. 
I thought this guy was a serious 
competitor and going to be great, 
someone everyone would admire.
You had to fill the shoes of some 
great players to ever play for 
India and carry the nation. Wow, 
did you not disappoint? Thank 
you for being you, which got 
the best out of all of us who 
competed against you.”

DAVID WARNER, 
FORMER AUSTRALIA BATTER


