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KKoollkkaattaa:: It was finally home-
coming for 26-year-old

Birbhum resident Sunali
Khatun and her son Sabir,
who were pushed across

the border, along with four
other family members, on

the mere suspicion of being
Bangladeshi nationals,
based on their mother

tongue. They were repatri-
ated to India through the

Malda border in north
Bengal on Friday evening

following a Supreme Court
direction to the Centre to

bring her back, officials
said. The Supreme Court

recently ordered the Centre
to bring back the mother-
son duo on “humanitarian

grounds” after their Indian
citizenship was found valid.
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US actress Dakota Johnson at
the fifth edition of the Red Sea
Film Festival in Jeddah on
Friday. — AFP

Pushed to B’desh,
Bengal duo back in
India after SC order

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A thick veil of
smog descended over the
national capital on Friday,

with the average air quality
index (AQI) settling at 327,

in the “very poor” category,
while the city shivered on

its coldest December 
morning so far this year

with the mercury dipping to
5.6 degrees Celsius.
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Delhi air still very poor,
mercury dips to 5.6°C

LLoonnddoonn:: Flights resumed
Friday at Edinburgh Airport
after a brief shutdown due

to computer problems in
the air traffic control sys-
tem. The airport says the

outage was a localised issue
that was not related to an

outage by the Internet
infrastructure company
Cloudflare. That outage

brought down several glob-
al websites. — AP

Edinburgh Airport ops
resume after shutdown

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A Delhi court on
Friday extended the NIA

custody of Soyab, a Farida-
bad resident accused of har-

bouring Red Fort bomber
Umar-un Nabi, for 10 more

days. The NIA produced
Soyab at the Patiala House

court amid tight security on
Friday upon the expiry of

his previous 10-day custody.
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NIA custody of Red Fort
blast accused extended 
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$3m threat plaint, call
lawsuit ‘a lot of crap’
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US President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania
Trump wave to supporters after lighting the National
Christmas Tree during the 103rd National Christmas
Tree Lighting Ceremony on the Ellipse, near the White
House, in Washington on Thursday. — AP

WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  DDeecc..  55:: US
President Donald Trump
laid out a radical realign-
ment of US foreign policy
on Friday, shifting the
longtime superpower’s
focus from global to
regional, brutally criticis-
ing Europe as facing
“civilisational erasure”
and putting a top priority
on eliminating mass
migration.

The national security
strategy, meant to flesh
out Mr Trump’s norms-
shattering worldview, ele-
vates Latin America to
the top of the US agenda
in a sharp reorientation

from longstanding US
calls to focus on Asia to
face a rising China.

“In everything we do,
we are putting America
First,” Mr Trump said in
a preamble to the long-
awaited paper.

Breaking with decades
of attempts to be the sole
superpower, the strategy

said that the “United
States rejects the ill-fated
concept of global domina-
tion for itself”. It said the
United States would also
prevent other powers,
namely China, from domi-
nating but added: “This
does not mean wasting
blood and treasure to cur-
tail the influence of all the
world’s great and middle
powers.”

The strategy called for a
“readjustment of our glob-
al military presence to
address urgent threats in
our hemisphere,” starting
with migration. — AFP
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FALAKNAAZ SSYED
MUMBAI, DEC. 5

The Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) rate-setting
panel on Friday cut its
policy repo rate by 25
basis points to 5.25 per
cent, paving the way for
banks to lower interest
rates on home loans, car
loans, personal and small
business loans.

The repo rate is the rate
at which the Central bank
lends short-term money to
commercial banks. A
lower repo rate means
banks can borrow funds at
a lower cost from the
Central bank and are

expected to pass on the
lower cost to the borrow-
ers.

The rate-setting panel,
the monetary policy com-
mittee (MPC), retained its
neutral policy stance.
With this cut, the MPC

has delivered four lending
rate cuts, cumulatively
easing the repo rate by 125
basis points so far this
year since February amid
a sharp decline in con-
sumer price-based infla-
tion (CPI).

For a home loan of `50
lakhs, borrowers could
now save around `1.80
lakhs over the 20-year
tenure, improving afford-
ability and boosting hous-
ing demand.

The RBI also announced
measures to ensure suffi-
cient liquidity in the
banking system and sta-
bilise the rupee. These
include the open market
purchase of government
bonds worth `1-lakh
crores and a $5 billion dol-
lar-rupee buy/sell swap
for a three-year tenure in
December designed to
inject durable liquidity
into the system and facili-

tate faster transmission of
rate cuts.

Speaking at the policy
press conference, RBI gov-
ernor Sanjay Malhotra
described the current
macroeconomic environ-
ment as a “rare Goldi-
locks moment for India”,
with inflation at a benign
2.2 per cent and growth at
8 per cent in the first half
of the financial year.

The Central bank
revised both inflation and
growth projections. It
delivered a benign infla-
tion outlook, driven pri-
marily by exceptionally
subdued food prices and
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MADHUSUDAN SSAHOO
NEW DELHI, DEC. 5

The Lok Sabha on Friday
cleared the Health
Security se National
Security Cess Bill 2025 to
levy a cess on manufac-
turing units of pan
masala and utilise the
fund for strengthening
national security and
improving public health.
The bill seeks to augment
the resources for meeting
expenditure on national
security and for public
health by levying a cess
on the machines installed
or other processes under-
taken to manufacture pan
masala and similar goods
as well.

Replying to the debate
on the bill in the House,
Union finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
that the cess will be
shared with the states,
noting that public health
falls within the state gov-
ernment’s domain.

“The purpose of the bill
is to create a dedicated
and predictable resource
stream for two domains
of national importance —
health and national secu-
rity,” Ms Sitharaman
said.

The Lok Sabha later
passed the bill by voice
vote. It, first introduced

on December 1, allows the
Centre to levy a cess not
only on pan masala but
also on any additional
products that may be
notified later. 

As per the bill’s fact
sheet, the cess will apply
to any person who owns,
operates or controls
machines or processes
manufacturing specified
goods as given, regard-
less of tax status,
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Trump shifts US from global role; vows
Europe ‘resistance’; will deter migration

RBI cuts rate to 5.25%, loans to be cheaper
■■ Says inflation will fall to 2% ■■  Won’t intervene as rupee slides, to let markets decide

May extend to other goods: FM

◗ ◗ BBRREEAAKKIINNGG WWIITTHH
decades of attempts to
be the sole superpower,
the strategy said that
the ‘US rejects the ill-
fated concept of global
domination for itself’

◗ ◗ SSPPEEAAKKIINNGG AATT the 
policy press conference,
RBI governor Sanjay
Malhotra described the
current macroeconomic
environment as a ‘rare
Goldilocks moment for
India’, with inflation 
at a benign 2.2% and
growth at 8% in the first
half of the financial year

LS okays health cess
on pan masala units,
to share with states

VINEETA PPANDEY
NEW DELHI, DEC. 5

The ordeal of IndiGo pas-
sengers continued for the
fourth consecutive day as
over 1,000 flights of the
airline were cancelled
across the country. The
airline on Friday can-
celled all flights out of
Delhi, Chennai and many
other cities in order to
“reboot” its system.
IndiGo promised to
refund money as hun-
dreds of passengers faced
hardships at the airports
due to delays and cancel-
lations.

Given the magnitude of
the chaos during the peak
winter tourist travel
time, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) on Friday rolled
back the order on flight
duty time limitations
(FDTL), putting it in
abeyance with immediate
effect. The aviation
watchdog said it expects
that flight schedules will
begin to stabilise and
return to normal by
Saturday and complete
restoration of services
will be achieved within
the next three days.

Amid the ongoing avia-
tion crisis, IndiGo has
been given a one-time
exemption on FDTL till

February 10, 2026. “With-
out compromising on air
safety, this decision has
been taken solely in the
interest of passengers,
especially senior citizens,
students, patients, and
others who rely on timely
air travel for essential
needs,” the DGCA said.

The move has evoked
strong criticism by the
pilots association, which
has written to the DGCA
strongly objecting to
“selective and unsafe dis-
pensation” granted to
IndiGo on FDTL imple-
mentation. The new rules
gave pilots an extra 12
hours of rest, which
caused a shortage. 

Airline Pilots Associa-
tion India (ALPA-India)
said by granting “these
layered, selective dispen-
sations, the DGCA/gov-
ernment of India has
effectively acknowledged
that IndiGo pilots will
now fly with reduced rest
and increased fatigue,
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■■ DGCA defers pilot rest policy
■■ Probe on ■■ Issue raised in Parl 

Chaos at airports,
IndiGo cancels 1K
flights for ‘reboot’

Stranded passengers search for their luggage near a
counter after IndiGo cancelled more than 400 flights at
the Kempegowda International Airport in Bengaluru on
Friday. — PTI

SRIDHAR
KUMARASWAMI
NEW DELHI, DEC. 5

The India-Russia ties are
like the “Pole Star” and
have stood the test of time,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Friday after
talks with his “friend”,
Russian President
Vladimir Putin, at the
Hyderabad House in the
national capital. During
Mr Putin’s visit, India and
Russia inked 16 pacts,
including one on a mobili-
ty agreement that is
expected to help meet
Russia’s labour needs and
another on combating
irregular migration.

After the summit talks,
India and Russia “agreed
on an economic coopera-
tion programme until
2030” that Mr Modi said
will make bilateral trade
and investment “diversi-
fied, balanced, and sus-
tainable”.

A joint statement issued
mentioned the intention
to “increase India’s
exports to Russia” and
mentioned “timely achie-
vement of the revised
bilateral trade target of
$100 billion by 2030”. Later
in the evening, Mr Modi
expressed confidence that
this target will be
achieved even before 2030.

During the summit
talks, Mr Modi and Mr
Putin discussed strength-
ening ties in a wide range
of sectors such as trade,
defence, agriculture and
food security, including
the manufacture of urea
and long-term supply of
fertilisers, energy securi-
ty, connectivity, culture,
people-to-people exchang-
es and tourism.

The Prime Minister also
hailed the Russian
leader’s contribution in
the past two-and-a-half
decades to bilateral ties.
In a strong message to the
West amid steep
American tariffs on India
for importing Russian oil,

Mr Modi termed “energy
security” as a strong and
important pillar of the
India-Russia partnership.

Thanking the Prime
Minister for the hospitali-
ty during the visit, Mr
Putin promised all
Russian support to mod-
ernise and strengthen the
Indian armed forces,
including air defence, avi-
ation and naval capabili-
ties. India is reportedly
eyeing more Russian S-400

air defence missile sys-
tems and even perhaps
the next-generation S-500.

Mentioning the “bigge-
st” Kudankulam civil
nuclear energy power
plant project between the
two nations, Mr Putin,
despite Western sanctions
on Russian oil, pledged to
continue “uninterrupted
shipments of fuel for the
fast-growing Indian econ-
omy”. He also said Mr
Modi had submitted a

“whole list” of challenges
to him on the trade and
market accessibility front
and that Moscow will
work to resolve it to boost
Indian exports to his
country.

The Russian President
further added that the
“impressive package” of
pacts signed “signal that
our countries are impor-
tant partners”. He said his
country is working to
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■ Putin pledges to aid India’s defence upgrade ■ India eyes new S-500
■ Moscow assures ‘uninterrupted’ oil flow ■ Modi stresses energy co-op

India, Russia sign 16 pacts, set
trade target of $100bn by 2030

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin during a joint press
statement after their meeting at Hyderabad House in New Delhi on Friday. — PTI

External affairs minister S. Jaishankar and Russian 
minister of internal affairs Vladimir Kolokoltsev exchange
a memorandum of understanding during a joint press
statement at Hyderabad House on Friday. — PTI

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
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A fresh controversy
erupted on Friday after
the Congress said that
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi and party presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
have not been invited to
the President’s banquet
for Russian President
Vladimir Putin, and took
a swipe at its own MP
Shashi Tharoor for
accepting the invitation.

Setting the record strai-
ght, Congress general sec-
retary Jairam Ramesh
said, “ There has been
speculation whether the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha and the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Rajya Sabha have
been invited for tonight’s
dinner. The two LoPs
have not been invited.”

Responding to Mr
Tharoor getting an invita-
tion, Congress leader
Pawan Khera said, “Ask
Mr Tharoor. It’s quite sur-
prising that an invitation
was sent and the invita-
tion was accepted. When
our leaders are not invit-
ed, but we are, we need to
question our own con-
science... We should
understand why the game
is being played.”

Earlier, Mr Tharoor
said there was a time
when the chairman of the
external affairs commit-
tee was routinely invited,
but that practice seems to
have stopped for some
years.

“It has been resumed... I
have been invited. Yes, I
will definitely go,” Mr
Tharoor said.

Rahul & Kharge
left out of Prez
dinner; Tharoor
invited, get flak

◗ ◗ EEAARRLLIIEERR,, TTHHEE DGCA
had issued an appeal 
to pilots and their associ-
ations to cooperate,
keeping in mind the peak
travel season, poor
weather conditions and
rising passenger volumes

The proceeds of
this cess will flow
into the consolidat-
ed fund of India
and will support the
govt in meeting
expenditure related
to national security
and public health

— Nirmala
Sitharaman

Finance minister

Sanjay Malhotra

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Russian
President Vladimir
Putin left for Moscow
late Friday evening
after attending the ban-
quet. Footage showed
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi seated next to the
Russian leader at the
banquet. According to
reports, the menu
served at the banquet
included Kashmiri
Wazwan dishes and the
Russian crimson-
coloured hearty soup
called “Borscht”.

Kashmiri Wazwan
on banquet menu

ISSN 1352-3082

9 771352 308663

4 8 >


