One of the world s largest admintstrative tindertakings, indla’s population censwes was originally scheduled for 2021, but has faced multipbs delays Hootes
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Aflter a six-year delay,

Imilia is set to count fts
population in the 2027
census, the government
safbd on Monday, as il
prepares to also record
caste data for the first time
In nearly a century.

O of thee world's largest admin-
istrative underakings, India's
popilation census was originally
scheduled for 20221, but has faced
multiple delayvs — mainly doe 1o
= COVTD-19 pandemic,

The Mimstry of Home Affairs
issued a garette notification,
declaring that the census “"shall
be taken during the year 20277

The ministry did not specify
when the process of counting
India’s population — currently
esthimated al nearly 148 hillion —
waollld begin, bat the process of
house listing amnd enumeration

EMPOWERMENT

India to count its
population in 2027,
after six-year delay

Caste information to be included in the census for first time since 193]

i5 set to be complete before
March 1, 2027, for most of the
CORNTrY, anil By et 1, 20026, for
snow-bound and remole regions
such as Ladakh, Jammu and
Rashmir, Himachal Pradesh, and
Lttarakhanc.

The last census was comducted
in 2011 and provided critical data
for planning welfare schemes,
allocating federal funds, and
cirawing electoral boundanes,

In 20027, for the first ime since
L3 — when India was still under
Hritish colonial rule caste
chrtatls will he eodlecied as well,

[Rclia™s caste system, which
1= moeofedd in Hindua  scrip-
tures, historically divided the
population into a hierarchy
that dictated people’s oocupa-
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marriage prospects based on
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their family of birth, While
otiginally a Hindu practice,
many non-Hindu communi-

ties in Indin also identify with

HIGHLIGHTS

® The process of house listing

and enumeration is set to be
complete before March 1,

2027, for most of the ununtr:,r.

# The last census was
conducted in 20T and

provided critical data for
planning welfare schemes,

allocating federal funds, and
drawing electoral boundaries.
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For cenlires,
lowest ranks of the hierarchy
have faced marginalization and
gocial restrictions.

After gaining  independence
lrom Brdain o m 1947, Imddin
banned caste-based discrimina-
tlon amdd crested specific caste
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catepornes for allicmative actiorn
prlicies
“Unce yvou count the number

of people of various castes, it is
going tolead toa political empsow-
ertenl because of those people
who ame  underrepresented m
paalitics, in elections, in jobs, in the
private sector,” Nilanjan Mukho
padiway, political commentator
and MNarendra Moddis biosrapher,
tealel Al News

“India’s policy of reservations
— whibkch = otherwise Known as
postive discriminalion i clher
couniries like the UUS — is going
to become more widespread and
mare systemic, and therehy it s
eoing to lead to some amaount of
[Fictan belween varions cosles™

Inilia has specihc caste
categories for affirmative action
policies, reserving up to 50
percent of government johs and
educational seats for margin
alized groups. The census
coptaining caste detalls  may
leicd to altéring the rale, as i fyer
number of lower caste Indians is
much higher.



