HEIGHTENED ALERT

India’s Kolkata hit by heaviest rainfall in

Jour decades, parts of city submerged

Sanjay Kurmar New Do

The capital of Indias West
Hemgal stafe, Kolleata, was on
alert on Wednesday after the
worsl ramfball in four decades lell
parts of the city submerged.

Hesidential Arcas andd
businesses across the city and
itz suburbs have struggled
with severe waterlogging since
Monday night, Key roads have
been Nooded and public trans-
portation disrupled, bringing
Rollkata toa standstill and forcing
people to wade through water.

On Tuesday, the city received
maare than 2516 mm of rainfall in
[ewer than 24 hours — Lthe waorst
since 1986,

“That was alzo In the monih
ol September, When vou have

Cammutors wade across a
waterkaggad atrest in Kalkata
on Sept 23 20273 41

75 ¢m more rainfall in Kolkata
it is quite unusual” Dr. Habibar
Rahman Biswas, the head of
Indla Meteoralogical Depari-
ment in holkata, lodd Arab News,

Thez heavy ramnfall was caused
by low pressure over the northe
ecast Bav of Bengal.

“In such case, a large city like
Folkata, the impsect on the public
is greater)” added Biswas, "Had
this low-pressure convergenoe
happened in villages and other
areas oulsele of the city, the

impact cowld have been lesser”

West Bengal Chiefl Minister
Mamata Banerjee said on local
TV she had “never
rain” ani Profmised OO pensid-
fion for the amilkes of al leasd
cight peopic killed in flood:
related incldents in the city,

The local media  reported
the number of casualtics was
likely higher.

“1 learnt 10 people have died
flue o
Raushik Das, a student at the
University of Calcuita.

“Major parts of Kolkata are
deep in water, with people not
able to move, Though there §s no
riin tocay, water is =tll there on
the streets . It was somethings
mew Tor =0 much riin to fall

Ralkata looked like a big nver”

seEn such

electrmeution”  said



