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A stampede that killed dozens
at a south India political rally
happened after a crowd of
thousands  wailedd howurs in
haking heat  wiathowt  suffi-
cient safeguards. officials and
witnesses said Sunday.

soame 27 0040 people thronged
a public road in Tamil Nadu
state in hopes of seeing popular
actor-turned-politiclan Vijay on
Saturday, but panic broke oul
afd 39 were Killed, authonties
sald.

Witnesses cited hours of
delays, insufficient  police
presence and people falling from
a tre branch onto the audience
as coniributing to the tragedy.
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TRAGIC INCIDENT

Massive crowd, chaos preceded
deadly India rally stampede

mass gatherings in India, often
Blamed on lax safery measures,

Vikay, Known by ome name, was
atldressing the mlly when the
crowids surged suddenly, forcing
him to halt his speech in Karur
cllstded.

Vicdleos on social media showed
him tossing water bottles to
supporters  shortly before the
pankc broke out,

“My heart is shattered at this
tragedy” the S1-vear-old star said
in a stalement.

State Chief Minister ME
Stalin todd reporters on Sunday
that 38 people had died, raising
amn &arlier todl of 36,

Nine children were among Cthe
dead, he added. announcing a
Judicial enguiry into the disaster.
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An ambulance

carrybng victims
makes Its way

through the
erowd Following

a stampada in
the Karur district,

Tamil Madu, on
Saturdoy. AFF

Venkataraman sald crowds had
been walting for hoars ander
the hot sun without sufficient
food and water after the public
wias informed that Vijay would
arrive at the wvenune by noon
“The crowds started coming in
[raim 1 am, He came at 7440 pon
The people lacked sufficient
Focd amd waler under the hod

sun,” he todd reporters,



