Modi Silences Critics of India’s Fight With Pakistan
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NEW DELHI — India's govern-
ment is taking legal action against
academics, journalists and pri-
vate companies seen as critical of
its recent military campaign
against Pakistan, including ar-
resting one professor who had ad-
monished Indians “who are bay-
ing for war."

During Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's decade in power, his
government has routinely pun-
ished critics with criminal
charges, legal investigations and
travel bans. The latest crackdown
on dissent shows Indian leaders’
sensitivity to the political fallout
from a four-day conflict that
ended under outside mediation
with no clear victor.

The academic who was ar-
rested, Ali Khan Mahmudabad,
had cheered on his country's
armed forces during the military
face-off, as had millions of other
Indians. But he also criticized
“those who are mindlessly advo-
cating for a war”

India struck Pakistan after a
massacre of 26 people, all but one
of them Hindu tourists, on April 22
in the Indian-controlled side of the
Kashmir region. On Instagram
and on Facebook, Mr. Mahmud-
abad said that as India hungered
to avenge the Hindu tourists’
deaths, it should not forget the
deepening persecution of the
country’s minority Muslim popu-
lation.

Three days after his initial post,
Mr. Mahmudabad, a professor of
political science at Ashoka Uni-

versity and a scion of Indian Mus-
lim nobility, wrote another one,
scolding “the blind bloodlust for
war” even after a cease-fire had
been declared the evening before.

Around 6:30 a.m. on Sunday,
Mr. Mahmudabad, 42, was ar-
rested at his residence in Delhi on
charges that included threatening
India’s sovereignty. A formal com-
plaint against the professor had
been lodged the previous night by
a resident of Haryana, the neigh-
boring state where Ashoka Uni-
versity is based, according to his
lawyer, Mohammed Nizamuddin
Pasha.

Mr. Modi's party, the Bharatiya
Janata Party,is in power in Harya-
na. Mr. Mahmudabad, whose legal
name is Mohammad Ali Ahmad
Khan, faces three years to life in
prison.

Mr. Pasha said that there were
errors and irregularities in the
complaint, which confused Insta-
gram and Facebook posts with
those on X. The police, Mr. Pasha
said, had told the court that they
needed to hold his client for seven
days, “so they could drive him to
his hometown to retrieve his lap-
top. But I pointed out that hardly
anybody makes social media
posts from their laptops.”

As India's government has
moved to restrict what can be said
about the confrontation with Paki-
stan, a welter of Indians have
come under pressure.

The social media platform X
complained after the first night of
the conflict that Mr. Modi’s gov-
ernment had asked it to block
more than 8,000 accounts based in
India. The Information and
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academic, faces prison time.

Broadcasting Ministry defended
the request by saying it was block-
ing Pakistani content under the
wide banner of “content which af-
fects the sovereignty and integri-
ty of India.”

On Sunday, Nitasha Kaul, a
British Indian academic based in
London, announced that the Indi-
an authorities had barred her
from returning to visit India,
where she was born and where
her mother still lives.

Ms. Kaul's academic work con-

cerns feminism, nationalism,
Kashmir and other sensitive is-
sues. The official notification she
received said that she had been
“found indulging in anti-India ac-
tivities, motivated by malice and
complete disregard for facts or
history.”

“There is a link between what is
happening in India and what is

happening abroad to academics,”
Ms. Kaul said in a telephone inter-
view. “If I write about Islamopho-
bia and India, which I have, they
don't like that, and in order to sup-
press that, they make examples of
people like me and him because
they want to send a signal that if
you do this we will punish you."

Last week, an owner of Gujarat
Samachar, a newspaper that has
been covering the career of Mr
Modi with a critical eye for more
than 20 years, was arrested by
tax-enforcement authorities.

Rahul Gandhi, the leader of the
opposition in Parliament, said on
X that the arrest was part of a
“conspiracy to suppress the voice
of the entire democracy.”

The newspaper's account on
that platform was among those
that were blocked by the Indian
government while the fighting
raged.

Businesses are also being pe-
nalized for appearing to be close
to Mr. Modi’s critics.

They include Celebi Airport
Services, a private company
based in Istanbul that runs
ground handling operations at air-
ports in India. Its license in India
was revoked on grounds of na-
tional security — after the govern-
ment of Turkey stood by Pakistan
in the recent hostilities with India.

Some analysts had detected a
loosening of repression since Mr.
Modi lost his parliamentary ma-
jority in last year’s election.

Reporters Without Borders, an
international watchdog, now
ranks India as 151st for press free-
doms among 180 countries — up
from 159th place the year before.



