
A4 SATURDAY, JUNE 7, 2025 S LATIMES.COM

of El Salvador at the conclu-
sion of the case, officials said
Friday.

“This is what American
justice looks like,” Atty. Gen.
Pam Bondi said in announc-
ing Abrego Garcia’s return
and the unsealing of a grand
jury indictment. A court ap-
pearance in Nashville was
set for Friday.

Abrego Garcia’s attor-
neys called the case “base-
less.”

“There’s no way a jury is
going to see the evidence
and agree that this sheet
metal worker is the leader of
an international MS-13
smuggling conspiracy,” at-
torney Simon Sandoval-
Moshenberg said.

Democrats and immi-
grant rights group had
pressed for Abrego Garcia’s
release, with several law-
makers — including Sen.
Chris Van Hollen of Mary-
land, where Abrego Garcia
had lived for years — even
traveling to El Salvador to
visit him. A federal judge had
ordered him to be returned
in April and the Supreme
Court rejected an emer-
gency appeal by directing
the government to work to
bring him back.

But the news that Abrego
Garcia, who had an immi-
gration court order prevent-
ing his deportation to his na-
tive country over fears he
would face persecution from
local gangs, was being
brought back for the pur-
pose of prosecution was
greeted with dismay by his
lawyers.

Abrego Garcia’s
lawyer responds 

“This administration ...

instead of simply admitting
their mistake, they’ll stop at
nothing at all, including
some of the most preposter-
ous charges imaginable,”
Sandoval-Moshenberg said.

Ama Frimpong, legal di-
rector with the group CASA,
said Abrego Garcia’s family
has mixed emotions about
his return to the U.S.

“Let him talk to his wife.
Let him talk to his children.
This family has suffered
enough,” she said.

Sandoval-Moshenberg
said Abrego Garcia is one of
the first people, if not the
first person, released from a
notorious prison in El Sal-
vador, though he was later
imprisoned at another facil-
ity.

“So it’s going to be very in-
teresting to hear what he has
to say about the way in
which he was treated,” the
attorney said.

The indictment, filed last
month and unsealed Friday,
lays out a string of allega-
tions that date back to 2016
but are only being disclosed
now, nearly three months af-
ter Abrego Garcia was mis-
takenly deported and follow-
ing the Trump administra-
tion’s repeated claims that
he is a criminal.

It accuses him of smug-
gling throughout the U.S.
thousands of people living in
the country illegally, includ-
ing members of the violent
MS-13 gang, from Central
America and abusing wom-
en he was transporting. A
co-conspirator also alleged
that he participated in the
killing of a gang member’s
mother in El Salvador, pros-
ecutors wrote in papers urg-
ing the judge to keep him be-
hind bars while he awaits tri-
al.

The indictment does not
charge him in connection
with that allegation.

“Later, as part of his im-
migration proceedings in
the United States, the de-
fendant claimed he could
not return to El Salvador be-
cause he was in fear of retri-
bution from the 18th Street
gang,” the detention memo
states.

“While partially true —
the defendant, according to
the information received by
the Government, was in fear
of retaliation by the 18th
Street gang — the underly-
ing reason for the retaliation
was the defendant’s own ac-
tions in participating in the
murder of a rival 18th Street
gang member’s mother,”
prosecutors wrote.

The charges stem from a
2022 vehicle stop in which

the Tennessee Highway Pa-
trol suspected him of human
trafficking. A report re-
leased by the Department of
Homeland Security in April
states that none of the peo-
ple in the vehicle had lug-
gage, while they listed the
same address as Abrego
Garcia.

Abrego Garcia was never
charged with a crime, while
the officers allowed him to
drive on with only a warning
about an expired driver’s li-
cense, according to the DHS
report. 

The report said he was
traveling from Texas to
Maryland, via Missouri, to
bring in people to perform
construction work.

In response to the re-
port’s release in April,
Abrego Garcia’s wife said in
a statement that he some-

times transported groups of
workers between job sites,
“so it’s entirely plausible he
would have been pulled over
while driving with others in
the vehicle. He was not
charged with any crime or
cited for any wrongdoing.”

Immigrant rights
advocates vs. Trump

Abrego Garcia’s back-
ground and personal life
have been a source of dis-
pute and contested facts.
Immigrant rights advocates
have cast his arrest as em-
blematic of an administra-
tion whose deportation pol-
icy is haphazard and error-
prone, while Trump officials
have pointed to prior inter-
actions with police and de-
scribed him as a gang mem-
ber who fits the mold they

are determined to expel
from the country.

Abrego Garcia lived in
the U.S. for roughly 14 years,
during which he worked con-
struction, got married and
was raising three children
with disabilities, according
to court records. 

Trump administration
officials said he was de-
ported based on a 2019 accu-
sation from Maryland police
that he was an MS-13 gang
member. Abrego Garcia de-
nied the allegation and was
never charged with a crime,
his attorneys said.

A U.S. immigration judge
subsequently shielded
Abrego Garcia from depor-
tation to El Salvador be-
cause he likely faced per-
secution there by local
gangs. The Trump adminis-
tration deported him there
in March, later describing
the mistake as “an adminis-
trative error” but insisting
he was in MS-13.

Even if Abrego Garcia is
convicted of the charges an-
nounced Friday, the Trump
administration would still
have to return to a United
States immigration court if
it wanted to deport him to El
Salvador, Sandoval-Mosh-
enberg said. He also expects
the case in Maryland to con-
tinue as the federal judge
there considers whether the
administration obeyed her
orders to return him.

Abrego Garcia’s return
comes days after the Trump
administration complied
with a court order to return a
Guatemalan man deported
to Mexico despite his fears of
being harmed there. 

Tucker, Durkin Richer and
Finley write for the
Associated Press.

Abrego Garcia accused of human smuggling 

KILMAR ABREGO Garcia was returned to the U.S. on Friday to face charges. 
Murray Osorio PLLC via Associated Press
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VATICAN CITY — Pope
Leo XIV met with members
of the Vatican’s child protec-
tion advisory commission on
Thursday for the first time
amid questions about his
past handling of clergy sex
abuse cases and demands
from survivors that he enact
a true policy of zero toler-
ance for abuse across the
Catholic Church.

The Pontifical Commis-
sion for the Protection of Mi-
nors, which is made up of re-
ligious and lay experts in
fighting abuse as well as sup-
porting survivors, called the
hour-long audience a “sig-
nificant moment of reflec-
tion, dialogue, and renewal

of the church’s unwavering
commitment to the safe-
guarding of children and vul-
nerable people.” The group
said it updated history’s first
American pope on its activ-
ities, including an initiative
to help church communities
in poorer parts of the world
prevent abuse and care for
victims.

The Vatican did not pro-
vide the text of Leo’s re-
marks or make the audio of
the audience available to re-
porters.

Pope Francis created the
commission early on in his
pontificate to advise the
church on best practices and
placed a trusted official,
Boston’s then-archbishop,
Cardinal Sean O’Malley, in
charge. 

But as the abuse scandal
spread globally during Fran-
cis’ 12-year pontificate, the
commission lost its influ-
ence and its crowning rec-
ommendation — the cre-
ation of a tribunal to judge
bishops who covered up for
predator priests — went no-

where. After many years of
reform, it has become a
place where victims can go
to be heard and bishops can
get advice on crafting guide-
lines to fight abuse.

O’Malley turned 80 last
year and retired as archbish-
op of Boston, but he remains
president of the commission
and headed the delegation
meeting with Leo in the Ap-
ostolic Palace.

It has often fallen to
O’Malley to speak out on
egregious cases that have
arrived at the Vatican, in-
cluding one that remains on
Leo’s desk: the fate of the ex-
Jesuit artist, the Rev. Marko
Rupnik, who has been ac-
cused by two dozen women
of sexual, psychological and
spiritual abuse. 

After coming under criti-
cism that a fellow Jesuit had
apparently received prefer-
ential treatment, Francis in
2023 ordered the Vatican to
waive the statute of limita-
tions on the case and prose-
cute him canonically. But as
recently as March, the Vati-

can still hadn’t found judges
to open the trial. Meanwhile,
the victims are still waiting
for justice and Rupnik con-
tinues to minister, with his
supporters defending him
and denouncing a “media
lynching” campaign against
him.

Leo, the Chicago-born
former Cardinal Robert Pre-
vost, has been credited by
victims for helping disman-
tle an abusive Catholic
movement in Peru, where he
served as bishop for many
years. But other survivors
have asked him to account
for other cases while he was
a superior in the Augustini-
an religious order, bishop in
Peru and head of the Vati-
can’s bishops’ office.

The main U.S. survivor
group, SNAP, has also called
for Leo to adopt the U.S. pol-
icy calling for any priest who
has been credibly accused of
abuse to be permanently re-
moved from ministry. 

Winfield writes for the
Associated Press.

Pope holds first talks with Vatican abuse board

The pontiff meets
with child protection
panel as pressure
mounts over past
cases, stalled reforms.

By Nicole Winfield

TORONTO — Canadian
Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney on Friday invited Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to the G-7 summit in
Alberta later this month, an
invitation Modi accepted de-
spite strained ties between
the countries. 

The countries expelled
each other’s top diplomats
last year over the killing of a
Sikh Canadian activist in
Canada and allegations of
other crimes.

The invitation prompted
anger from the World Sikh
Organization of Canada,
which wrote to Carney in
May asking him not to invite
Modi. Tensions remain high
between Canada and India
over accusations about Indi-
an government agents being
involved in the killing of a
Canadian activist for Sikh
separatism in British Co-
lumbia in 2023.

Carney extended the in-
vitation to Modi in a phone
call between the two leaders
Friday. The summit runs
June 15 to 17.

Carney noted Canada is
in the role of G-7 chair and
said there are important dis-
cussions that India should

be a part of. 
“India is the fifth-largest

economy in the world, the
most populous country in
the world and central to sup-
ply chains,” Carney told re-
porters, adding that there
has been some progress on
law enforcement dialogue
between the two countries. 

“I extended the invitation
to Prime Minister Modi and,
in that context, he has ac-
cepted,” Carney said.

Carney said there is a le-
gal process underway in the
killing of the Canadian Sikh
activist and said he would
not comment on the case
when asked by a reporter if
he thought Modi was in-
volved.

The tit-for-tat expulsions
came after Canada told In-

dia that its top diplomat in
the country is a person of in-
terest in the 2023 assassina-
tion of Hardeep Singh Nijjar,
and that police have uncov-
ered evidence of an intensi-
fying campaign against Ca-
nadian citizens by agents of
the Indian government.

Modi said he was glad to
receive a call from Carney
and congratulated him on
his recent election victory. 

“As vibrant democracies
bound by deep people-to-
people ties, India and Cana-
da will work together with
renewed vigour, guided by
mutual respect and shared
interests. Look forward to
our meeting at the summit,”
Modi said in a social media
statement.

Nijjar, 45, was fatally shot

in his pickup truck after he
left the Sikh temple he led in
Surrey. An Indian-born citi-
zen of Canada, he owned a
plumbing business and was
a leader in what remains of a
once-strong movement to
create an independent Sikh
homeland.

Four Indian nationals liv-
ing in Canada were charged
in Nijjar’s murder.

Canada is not the only
country that has accused In-
dian officials of plotting an
association on foreign soil.

In 2023, U.S. prosecutors
said an Indian government
official directed a failed plot
to assassinate a Sikh sepa-
ratist leader in New York. 

Gillies writes for the
Associated Press. 

Modi invited to Canada despite strained ties 

PRIME MINISTER Mark Carney’s move angered a Sikh group in Canada.
Sean Kilpatrick Canadian Press 

The Indian prime
minister accepts, will
attend the G-7 summit
amid tension over the
killing of an activist. 

By Rob Gillies

HONG KONG — Promi-
nent Hong Kong activist
Joshua Wong on Friday was
charged with conspiracy to
collude with foreign forces to
endanger national security
under a Beijing-imposed law
that critics say has crushed
Hong Kong’s once-thriving
pro-democracy movement.

The prosecution was the
second time Wong has been
charged under the sweeping
national security law. He was
convicted in a separate sub-
version case linked to an un-
official primary election and
was sentenced last year to
four years and eight months
in jail for that charge. 

The prosecution accused
Wong, 28, of conspiring with
fellow activist Nathan Law
and others to ask foreign
countries, institutions, or-
ganizations or individuals
outside of China to impose
sanctions or blockades, or
engage in other hostile ac-
tions, against Hong Kong
and China. 

They also said he dis-
rupted the formulation and
implementation of laws and
policies by the Chinese and
Hong Kong governments,
and that the act was likely to
have serious consequences.
The alleged offenses oc-
curred between July 2020
and November 2020.

The prosecution didn’t
elaborate on the accusa-
tions in court. The charge
carries a maximum penalty
of life imprisonment.

After hearing the charge
in court, Wong, who wore a
blue shirt and was visibly
thinner, said he “under-
stood” the charge. The case
was adjourned to August.

National security police
arrested Wong in Stanley
prison on Friday on the new
national security charge and
also on suspicion of “dealing
with property known or be-
lieved to represent proceeds
of indictable offense,” police

said in a statement. 
Wong rose to prominence

in Hong Kong in 2012 as a
high school student leading
protests against the intro-
duction of national educa-
tion in the city’s schools.
Two years later, he became
world famous as a leader of
the Occupy Movement.

In 2016, Wong co-founded
a political party named
Demosisto with fellow young
activists Law and Agnes
Chow. In the 2019 pro-
democracy movement,
Wong helped seek overseas
support for the protests. His
activism led Beijing to label
him an advocate of Hong
Kong’s independence who
“begged for interference” by
foreign forces.

Demosisto disbanded
when Beijing imposed the
security law in 2020. The Chi-
nese and Hong Kong govern-
ments said the law brought
back stability to the city. 

In 2023, Hong Kong au-
thorities offered rewards of 
1 million Hong Kong dollars
($127,600) for information
leading to the arrests of Law,
who moved to Britain, and
several other overseas-
based activists. 

Amnesty International’s
China Director Sarah
Brooks said in a statement
that the new prosecution
against Wong showed the se-
curity law’s “capacity to be
used by Hong Kong author-
ities to threaten human
rights in the city is as potent
and present as ever.”

“This latest charge
against him underscores the
authorities’ fear of promi-
nent dissidents and shows
the lengths they will go to
keep them behind bars for as
long as possible — in so do-
ing, continuing a chilling ef-
fect on civic activism in the
city,” she said, urging the
government to drop the
charge and cease enforcing
the law. 

Leung writes for the
Associated Press. 

Hong Kong activist
faces a new charge
under security law

JOSHUA WONG helped lead a pro-democracy
movement in Hong Kong in 2019. He’s now in prison.

Kin Cheung Associated Press

By Kanis Leung


