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Modi salutes India’s energy ties with
Moscow in defiance of Trump tariffs

e Nations ‘walk shoulder to shoulder’ @ Putin hails trade links @ Xi forum bolsters China’s profile

ANDRES SCHIPANI -- NNHAKEL
JOE LEAHY |1 IANJIN
ANASTASIA STOGNE|I — BERLIN

Narendra dlodi bay hailed his country’s
increasing energy ties with Russia ata
weeting with Yiadimir Pulio on Lhe
sidelines ol a showpicce summit. in
China, defying punitive tariffs levied on
New Dethi by the US vver its purchases
of chap Russtan oil.

The Indian leader told Jis Russian
ocaunterpart that “cven in the most diffi -
cult circurmstances India and Russia
have walked Logelher, shonlder to
shoulder. Our close co-operation is
impostant not just {0 our bvo conntries
but for global peace, stability and
prosperity.”

india’s foreign ministry said they dis-
cuxsed “hitateral co-operation, includ-
ing in the economic, financial and
enerpy sechors and expressed satisfac-
tion with the sustained growth In bilat-
craltigsintheseareas™.

US President Donald Tyurmp Last week
doubled American Lariffs on most
Indian imports to SO peL cent, sayiug
that the move was in response to New
Dethi's purchases of discounlz! Ruxsian
oil since Putin ordered the fuil-scale
invasionof Ukraine,

Kremlin spolcesgerson Dmitry Pes-
kov sald Putin had spokein one-un onc
with Mad? ler an finar in the Russiun
presiclent’s imuousine before the leadas
held taiks Logs:ler with their Jdelega-
wons. [t was Uiz finstmesting i 2025,

Alterdhe ernounier on the sidelines of
the Shanghai Coopecinion Oruanization
security [orum suminit in the Chinese
civy of Liantin, KModi shared a phote of
himself and Putin in the back seat of the
car. "Conversakions with birm ars always
insightiul,” Medi wrote in a post on
social inediasite X.

The Kremlin quoted Putin as saying
that trade and econemic co-operation
hetweoen Russia and Indir were “geney-
ally showing positive dynanics” against
the backidrop «f their "friendly, trust-
ing" relations.

Buijing is uging the two-day meeting
as a chance (o showease itsell as 1 pillar
ol glodral governance, in contrast to the
adminisreation of Trump, whose tarjtfs
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vladimir Putin, Narendra Modi and Xi Jinping confer belore yesterday’s summit in Tianjin, China — oow #iw itz

Suspecteddkussian GPS jamming forced

von der Leyen plane to use paper maps

HENRY FOY - VILNIUE

A suspected Russian interference
ailack wrpeling Orsula von der Leyen

. disabled navigation services at a Ful-

garlanairport and lorced the Kuropen
Commission president’s plane to land

| USINgG paper maps,

The jet canying von der Leyen to Plov-
div on Sunday allernoon was deprived
of electronic navigational aids while
approsching tie ciy’s aicport, in what
three officials bricted on the incident

a notable increase in [GPS] jamming
and recently spoofing necurrences.” it
said. “These interferences disrupt the
accyrate ceceplion ol (GPS] signals,
leading to various operational chai-
lenges foraircraft and gronnd systems”
Brussels also confirmed the incident,
agying that Bulgarian authoriltes sus
pected “this was due zo blatant nterfer-
ence by Rusyia®, It addedd: “We are of
course aware and nsed to the threats
and tntimidation Giat ure 3 regular cony
ponent of Russia’s kostile behaviour.”

which distorts or prevents access to the
safellite based navigation systen, was
traditdonally deploved by the military o
delend sensitive siles bol bas inceeas-
inghy been used by nations such as Rus-
siaas 3 means of disrupting civiliao Lile.
GPSjammingincidents have risen sig-
niticanlly in vhe Ballic Séa and easlern
Buropean skares close to Russia in recent
yeears, sHecting plancs, boats and vivid-
ians whonsethe service for navigation.
"Generally, we have been seeing quite
a lot of such iamming and spoofing

have hit both friends and foes in tie
vegion Ching's President Xi Jinping has
hetd bilmeral ineerings on the sidelines
of the svoiy, including with Modi. and
will meet Putin today:

India has become Moscow's largest
buyer ol seaborov crude oll, impod.ay
nearly $140bn worth gince Ruksia's
invasion of Lkraine in 2022, mdian gov-

emmentclais shows, Much of that sup- |
ply is processed by Indian refinersinio |
peteol and diesel und sold on domeslie |

and intermational markets,

western cocnlries, ncluding the US,
encouraged the trade, which heiperl
wainlain global imarkel prices, as Ly
as the price that India paid for the cmle
remainecl below Lhe G7 price G sut 1o
iimit Russianrevenues,

Bul 'Izurap adminislralion alficlais
hayesince accused Indian compianies of
beiug "profiteers” In Moscow's wi,
deepening a rift betwean Washingwon
and New Dulbi. In a post on his Peuth
Saciat platform yesterday, Trurap com-
plained that Ledia boughl “imost of ils oil
and inilitary products from Russia, wery
litte trom Lbe US™.

[igh tariffs set by New [3elii for dec- |

asles had made US husinexsez unable to
sell to Indin, making trade betiveen the
twa eountrius a “Lol dly poe-sided Jiss-
ter”, the US president wrote.

Mod] and ¥utin have already spoken
twice by phonesince Trump first. thaeat-
enudlodiawiti w50 per vent to il sarly
last maontk. Indian fordign oinister
& Jaishankar aad nativual security
adviser Ajit Doval have sisivinal Furinin
Moscow. while the Russian prasident is
expecied to visil india 2nis year.

Amit Bhandari, a scnior fellaw for
energy at Gatewas House, a Mumbai-
based shinl-tanic, said: “It:is clear that
for India, Russion vil is here Lo sluy. Rus-
siaiswherethe pilis”

Moscov's signidicance o Rew Delhi is
underpinned by strifegic relations that.
date back to the coli! war and Russia ks
the top tvterautianal supplier of weap-
onsloIndia,

New Delhi ansl Beijing have also
moved to paich up ties badly damaged
by 42020 borderlash,
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