25 in India’s tourist hotspot

ILLEGAL OPERATIONS

Nightclub fire kills at least

Most of the victims were trapped in the basement and died of suffocation

Sanjay Kumar Mow Dokl

Al least 25 people were
Eilled In a fAre overndght

al a club In a popular
resort reglon of Goa,
officials sadd on Sunday, in
what was the southwesiern
Indian state’s deadliest

such incident on record.

The blaze bmoke out after
midnight at the club in Arpora in
North (roa.

The dleath toll was confirmeed
on social media by Goa Chiel
Minister Pramod Sawant, who
etk that meast of the victims dbed
of suffocation, while another six
peopie were admitted (o hospatal.

sawant announced an official
investigation, the arrest of the
clubs general manager and an
artest warrant for the owner,

“It 15 the fArst ime that such
an incident has occourred im

zoas history,” he told the NDTV
mews channel,

Cleophas Fernandese, eyewil-
ness and former deputy village
head of Arpora, told Arab
Mews that most of the casual-
tics were trapped in the club’s
underground kitchen.

“The fire broke out on the first
foor, and the kitchen was in the
basement, When the fire started,
the people in the basement did
not realize what was happening,”
he =aid.

“The people who were under-
groand could not come oul and
they ot suffocated.”

Croit, A sinall coastal state, = one
of Inclia®s most famots tourist
destinations. [ts northern part s
particularly popular for its night-
life and party culivure.

In Arpora, a village of 700
peapde, the Birch by Romeo
Lane club 1s one of the poshest
establishments, [ts island-like

venue is located along the Arpora
River hackwaters, with a narmow
entry andd exif, which local media
said delayed Arelighters as they
rishied to the site.

I is also an  establishmend
where operations had  previ-
ously raised concems over safety,

TTGHLIGHT

Goa, a small coastal state,
s ane of India’s most
famous tourist destinations.
Its northemn part is
particularly popular for its
nightlife and party culture.

legality and disfurbance o the
local community, according to
Raju MNayak, editor of Gromantak
Meddla, a bocal news publisher and
TV broadeaster.

“Most of the places wher
nightclubs run are illegal and

they are operating illegally, The
government was not  paying
proper  attention o security)”
he said.

“We are still gathering the full
report, but the primary report
sayvs that this is because of negl-
gence and no proper care has
been taken, and security arrange-
ments there were faaliv."

Stelli Fernandes, a member of
Arpora village council, was at
the site when rescue operations
were underway.

she sald the community wis in
shock at the Incident.

"“We are speechless . This is
the first tme we have this klmwd
of fire happen in a ndghtclub,”
Fermandes saicd.

"These clubs are operating
illegally, and 1 dont know how
they get permission. [donw't Know
thanks o whose pressire they
were operating, [ feel such clubs
should be completely shut doawn”



