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The woman who alleges she was
sexually assaulted by five former
world junior hockey players in
2018 in a London, Ont., hotel
room initially tried to resist but
felt she had no choice but to
comply, a lawyer for the prose-
cution asserted Thursday during
closing arguments.
Known as E.M. because her

name is protected by a court
publication ban, the woman had
consensual sex with one player,
but alleges she didn’t agree to
further sexual acts with addi-
tional players who came into the
hotel room afterward. On Thurs-
day, Crown lawyer Meaghan
Cunningham described the sit-
uation as “highly stressful and
unpredictable.”
“The events snowballed from

there. More and more men keep
arriving and soon, as [E.M.] ex-
plained, she finds herself over
her head. Because the men are
making suggestions, they’re tell-
ing her what they want her to
do,” Ms. Cunningham told Onta-
rio Superior Court Justice Maria
Carroccia during the players’
trial.

Ms. Cunningham also zeroed
in on a short video clip shot by
one of the players, Michael
McLeod, on his phone inside the
room. In the video, which has
become central to the case, Mr.
McLeod says to E.M., “You’re
okay with this, though, right?”
And she responds, “I’m okay
with this.”
Defence lawyers have said the

video shows she consented to
what transpired in the room, in-
cluding oral sex. But Ms. Cun-
ningham asserted to Justice Car-
roccia that the video shows
something else – that the video
was shot after E.M. had been up-
set.
“I want to ask Your Honour to

think carefully about those
words and what they tell us
about what was happening at
that point in time. Mr. McLeod is
not just saying, ‘You’re okay with
this, right?’ ” Ms. Cunningham
said.
“The use of the word ‘though,’

in my submission, is actually
quite telling. The use of the word
‘though’ tells us that prior to
this, [E.M.] has given some in-
dication that she wasn’t okay
with something.”
Defence lawyers maintain that

E.M. was demanding sex inside
the hotel room, which Ms. Cun-
ningham said doesn’t align with
the video.
“If somebody says, ‘Can I per-

form oral sex on you,’ you don’t
then say, ‘You’re okay with this,
though, right?’ It doesn’t make
sense.”
Mr. McLeod, Alex Formenton,

Carter Hart, Dillon Dubé and Cal
Foote have each been charged
with sexually assaulting E.M. in
June, 2018, after a gala held to
celebrate the world junior team
from that year. Mr. McLeod faces
a second charge of being a party
to sexual assault. The five men
have pleaded not guilty.
E.M. met Mr. McLeod at a Lon-

don bar after the gala and the
two went back to his hotel room
and had consensual sex. E.M. al-
leges Mr. McLeod later invited
several teammates to the room
without her consent who then
took turns sexually assaulting
her. She said during earlier testi-
mony that she feared for her
safety in the room and felt pres-
sure to perform multiple sex
acts.
Ms. Cunningham said the

players told her to get down on
the ground and touch herself,
which prompted E.M. to say no,
because the ground was dirty.
When they put a bedsheet on the
floor, E.M. lost that excuse, Ms.
Cunningham asserted.
“She initially tried to resist in

passive ways. Ways that I submit
are completely recognizable to
any woman or anyone who has
seen a woman in an uncomfort-
able situation,” Ms. Cunningham
said.
E.M. testified during the eight-

week trial that, fearing for her
safety, she felt like her mind sep-
arated from her body and she
performed sexual acts to which
she didn’t consent, as a way to
get out of the room.
Whether E.M. consented is a

key point in the trial over wheth-
er the events in the hotel room
were criminal or not.
Lawyers for both sides pre-

sented closing arguments this
week. On Monday, David
Humphrey, defence lawyer for
Mr. McLeod, questioned E.M.’s
credibility, citing inconsistencies
in her testimony, and told the
court the explanation she adopt-
ed a “porn star persona” as a
coping mechanism was not be-
lievable.
Both sides have called into

question the accuracy of state-
ments made by key witnesses.
On Wednesday, Ms. Cunningham
accused Mr. McLeod of repeated-
ly lying during a 2018 statement
to police about whether he in-
vited the players to the hotel
room for group sex.
Ms. Cunningham also ques-

tioned why, if E.M. was asking for
sex as the players have contend-
ed, they didn’t try to film those
statements. “It would have made
more sense to capture that on
video.”
The Crown also submitted to

Justice Carroccia Thursday that
the explanation E.M. didn’t
know how to respond in the mo-
ment, and acquiesced as a result,
was an acceptable rationale un-
der the circumstances.
“Your Honour doesn’t need to

hear expert evidence in order to
understand that some people
will fight or resist. Some people
will try and flee. Some people
will freeze. Some people will ap-
pease or fall back on habits and
reflexes. Some people will disso-

ciate or detach from reality, and
some people will do a combina-
tion of all these things. Either or
all are normal predictable re-
sponses,” Ms. Cunningham as-
serted.
On Tuesday, defence lawyer

Daniel Brown, who represents
Mr. Formenton, asserted in his
closing arguments that E.M. ex-
aggerated her claims of sexual
assault in the years since 2018,
after London police initially
closed their investigation with-
out charges, to pursue a lawsuit
against Hockey Canada for finan-
cial gain.
Hockey Canada, which over-

sees the world junior team, set-
tled a $3.55-million civil claim
brought by E.M. in 2022. The
amount of that settlement is un-
known. Police reopened the in-
vestigation that year and charges
were laid in 2024.
Ms. Cunningham told the

court Thursday that E.M.’s civil
claim has no bearing on the
criminal trial.
“She had her money, she

could have taken that money
and run. She did not need to
come to court to participate in
this trial and subject herself to
nine days of testimony in order
to keep that money. There is no
connection between the money
and her participation in this
trial,” Ms. Cunningham said.
After the Crown completes its

closing arguments on Friday, the
defence can respond. Justice Car-
roccia has scheduled July 24 to
deliver her verdict in the judge-
only trial.

Hockey Canada complainant tried to resist,
but felt she had no choice, Crown argues
Lawyers for both sides
have disagreed over
video that has become
central to sexual-assault
trial of five former
world junior players
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Former NDP leader Jagmeet
Singh must receive continued
police protection in the wake of a
published report that threats
against him last year were linked
to the Indian government, senior
Sikh leaders say.
Spokespeople for both the

World Sikh Organization of Cana-
da and the Sikh Federation Cana-
da also said in light of the Global
News report, it is all the more
irresponsible for Prime Minister
Mark Carney to have invited Indi-
an Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di to Canada for the Group of
Seven summit, and are calling for
the invitation to be rescinded im-
mediately.
Mr. Singh lost his seat in the

April election and resigned as
party leader. Toward the end of
the election campaign he had re-
vealed he was placed under
heavy police protection in late
2023 and early 2024, and the
RCMP implied he was in danger
because of a foreign government.
On Thursday, Global News re-

ported the threats were tied to a
suspected Indian government
agent who had access to informa-
tion about Mr. Singh’s daily rou-
tines.
Global News cited sources who

said the agent was associated
with the Lawrence Bishnoi gang,
which Canadian authorities have
accused of committing violent
crimes in Canada.
“If targeting a Canadian politi-

cal leader on Canadian soil isn’t
enough to be barred from enter-
ing Canada, thenwhere is our red
line?” said Balpreet Singh, a spo-
kesperson for the WSO.
“Where do we draw that line?

In fact, it seems there is no red
line when it comes to our com-
munity. It’s telling Sikh Cana-
dians that our lives simply don’t
matter.”
The WSO’s Mr. Singh said the

former NDP leader has been told
he won’t receive police protec-
tion if a new threat materializes.
“That’s absolutely unaccept-
able,” he said.
A spokesperson for the NDP

said the former leader was un-
available for comment.
NDP MP Heather McPherson

said Mr. Carney must immediate-
ly see to it that Mr. Singh is pro-
tected if the need arises.
“Mr. Singh chose to be the

leader of a major political party.
He put his name forward so that
he could fight for Canadians, so
that he could be of service to his
country, and he should not be
having to endure threats because
of that,” she told reporters Thurs-
day.

Conservative Opposition
Leader Andrew Scheer agreed.
“If there are specific threats

that are out there against a Cana-
dian, someone who has had a
prominent position in public of-
fice, then that’s something that
certainly our security officials
should take very seriously,” he
said.
More MPs aren’t publicly op-

posing the invitation to Mr. Modi
because of the threats against Mr.
Singh, said Moninder Singh, a
spokesperson for the Sikh Feder-
ation Canada and the B.C. Gurd-
waras council.
“If our elected officials are go-

ing to bow to the pressure of a
foreign government, thinking
they are being intimidated,
threatened or potentially in Jag-
meet’s case, potentially assassi-
nated, then we have a huge prob-
lem on our hands,” he said.

Mr. Carney has defended the
invitation to Mr. Modi as a neces-
sity, given the size of India’s
economy and the fact the G7 –
which Canada is hosting – must
bring countries crucial to eco-
nomic growth to the table.
But Sikh leaders said Mr. Car-

ney must take into account the
ways India has been accused of
actively harming Canadians, and
Canadian interests more broadly.
Last year, the Canadian gov-

ernment expelled six Indian gov-
ernment agents amid allegations
from the RCMP they were linked
to homicides, extortion and oth-
er violent criminal activities in
Canada.
That was after former prime

minister Justin Trudeau told the
House of Commons in 2023 there
were “credible allegations” that
Indian government agents were
involved in the fatal shooting of
Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a promi-
nent Sikh leader in British Co-
lumbia.
Mr. Carney has not repeated

those allegations, citing the con-
tinuing investigations. On Thurs-
day, the Sikh community leaders
accused him of waffling and be-
ing naive.
“We’ve seen this play out

many times, through many
prime ministers,” the WSO’s Mr.
Singh said.
“Without strong action, with-

out actual concrete announce-
ments and requirements, noth-
ing changes. It gets worse.”

Sikh leaders call for police
protection for Singh after
report of threats tied to India
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NDP MP Heather
McPherson said

Mark Carney must
immediately see to

it that Jagmeet Singh
is protected if

the need arises.

A U.S. judge on Thursday temporarily barred
President Donald Trump from deploying Na-
tional Guard troops in Los Angeles amid pro-
tests over stepped-up immigration enforce-
ment, finding that the Guard was unlawfully
mobilized by Mr. Trump.
San Francisco-basedU.S. District Judge Char-

les Breyer ordered theNational Guard to return
to the control of California Governor Gavin
Newsom,who sued to restrict its
activity. Justice Breyer’s order
takes effect at noon on Friday.
Justice Breyer said the pro-

tests in Los Angeles fall far short
of “rebellion.” Mr. Trump justi-
fied the deployment of troops
by qualifying the protests as a
rebellion.
“The Court is troubled by the

implication inherent in Defend-
ants’ argument that protest
against the federal government,
a core civil liberty protected by
the First Amendment, can justi-
fy a finding of rebellion,” Justice
Breyer wrote.
The Trump administration

immediately appealed the
judge’s order.
Mr. Trump summoned mili-

tary troops to Los Angeles to
support a civilian police operation over the ob-
jection of Mr. Newsom, an extraordinary and
rarely used measure.
The ruling came hours after Department of

Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem
pledged to “liberate” Los Angeles at a press
conference that was dramatically interrupted
when federal agents dragged Democratic U.S.
Senator Alex Padilla out of the room, forced
him to the ground and handcuffed him.

Mr. Padilla was forcibly ejected after he tried
to ask Ms. Noem a question during her press
conference in Los Angeles, Reuters video
showed. Ms. Noem said later that Mr. Padilla
had not identified himself as a senator during
the scuffle, but the video shows him doing so.
Ms. Noem, who later met with Mr. Padilla

and said the two agreed to talk further, was in
the city after days of protests against federal
immigration raids by the Trump administra-
tion.
The court battle and press conference scuf-

fle underscored the political polarization gen-
erated by Mr. Trump’s approach to
immigration enforcement and use
of presidential power.
Mr. Trump summoned first the

National Guard, then the Marines,
to help federal police forces guard
federal buildings from protesters
and to protect federal immigration
agents as they pick up suspected
violators.
Mr. Trump has defended his de-

cision, saying if he had not done so
the city would be in flames. The
protests so far have been mostly
peaceful, punctuated by incidents
of violence and restricted to a few
city blocks.
Some 700 U.S. Marines were to

be on the streets of the city by
Thursday or Friday, the military
had said, to support up to 4,000
National Guard troops.

In his ruling, Justice Breyer wrote that the
presence of the troops in the city was itself in-
flaming tensions with protesters and depriving
the State of California of the ability to use the
Guard for other purposes, such as fighting fires
and drug smuggling.
Justice Breyer noted that Mr. Trump’s de-

ployment threatened other states as well.

REUTERS

U.S. Senator Alex Padilla, centre, a Democrat from California, is removed from a Los Angeles venue
on Thursday after he tried to ask a question during a press conference held by U.S. Secretary of
Homeland Security Kristi Noem. AUDE GUERRUCCI/REUTERS
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In his ruling, U.S.
District Judge

Charles Breyer wrote
that the presence of
the troops in the city
was itself inflaming

tensions with
protesters and

depriving the State
of California of the
ability to use the
Guard for other

purposes, such as
fighting fires and
drug smuggling.


