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Tilak seals a thriller as India beat 
Pak to lift Asia Cup for 9th time
AGENCIES

DUBAI

A defining half-century by Ti-
lak Varma and his useful part-
nerships with Sanju Samson 
and Shivam Dube saw India 
secure their second T20I Asia 
Cup title and overall ninth ti-
tle, including the ODI editions, 
beating Pakistan by five wick-
ets in a nail-biting final at the 
Dubai International Stadium 
on Sunday.

Kuldeep Yadav (4/30) sent 
Pakistan into a shocking col-
lapse, from 113/1 to 146 all out, 
despite a fine 84-run open-
ing stand between Sahibzada 
Farhan (57 in 38 balls, with 
five fours and three sixes) and 
Fakhar Zaman (46 in 35 balls, 
with two fours and two sixes). 
In the chase, India collapsed to 
20/3 with an initial burst from 
Faheem Ashraf (3/29), but Ti-
lak (69* in 53 balls, with three 
fours and four sixes) strung 
partnerships with Samson (24 
in 21 balls, with two fours and a 
six) and Shivam (33 in 22 balls, 
with two fours and two sixes).

But India blinked in their 
chase of 147 for victory be-
ing reduced to 20 for 3 at one 
stage. Their world-beating 
batting line-up appeared to be 
panicking as Pakistan came at 
them - this time for every rea-
son because there was a title on 
the line, adds espncricinfo.

A collapse of 9 for 33 had 
left Salman Agha’s men with no 
room for error and for the most 
part they coped with it. They 
got rid of Abhishek Sharma 
early. That sent jitters through 
a middle-order that was up-
ended to accommodate Shub-
man Gill.

A straightforward chase 
was going pear-shaped. And 
Tilak Varma felt all of this out 
in the middle. The quiet of the 
stands. The belief among the 
Pakistan players. The doubts 
of a billion people back home. 
Somehow he absorbed it all 
and produced a really special 
half-century.

Concentrating as hard as 
he had to, there wasn’t a single 

moment through the innings 
where Tilak showed emotion. 
But once it was done, he yelled, 
he punched, he made little 
heart signs with his hands and 
basked in the glory of winning 
India their ninth Asia Cup title.

Farhan’s opening salvo
This entire Asia Cup has been 
a referendum on Pakistan’s de-
cision to move on from Babar 
Azam and Mohammad Rizwan. 
There is credence to the theo-
ry that they do not push hard 
enough when they bat up the 
order, and the powerplay is not 
a time to be shy.

Sahibzada Farhan took that 
to heart and although he didn’t 
always come up with the goods, 
he never stopped swinging. A 
series of slogs took him to 26 
off 21. And those same series of 
slogs - when they started con-
necting - brought him 50 off 35.

The Pakistan collapse
Farhan and Fakhar Zaman 
were able to put one of India’s 
bankers - Kuldeep Yadav - 
under pressure. The left-arm 

wrist spinner’s first two overs 
went for 23. That prompted 
Suryakumar Yadav to turn to 
Varun Chakravarthy, whose 
mystery Pakistan have just not 
been able to solve. As if on cue, 
he took down both of Pakistan’s 
top scorers. Farhan and Fakhar 
were the only two to cross 15.

On the back of Varun’s in-
cisions, his team-mates came 
into their own. Axar Patel took 
two wickets in back-to-back 
overs. Kuldeep took three in 
one single over. Pakistan were 
107 for 1 with 44 balls to play. 
They were bowled out with five 
balls remaining. A large part of 
their innings involved the bat-
ters going for slogs. In the front 
10, they either made good con-
tact or just plain missed. So just 
one wicket fell. In the back 10, 
the big hits were all mis-hits. 
So nine wickets fell.

Tilak’s method
Where all his team-mates tried 
to force the issue, Tilak found 
ways to trust himself. He was 
24 off 26. But he didn’t seem 
to care. Early in his innings, he 

hit a back foot punch though 
extra cover for four off Ashraf. 
There was no pace on that ball. 
The only way he could find the 
boundary was if he timed the 
ball perfectly. And for that to 
happen, he had to have the 
measure of this pitch down pat. 
He did.

India had to settle for ei-
ther singles or dots through 
the eighth and ninth overs of 
the chase as Abrar Ahmed and 
Saim Ayub stuck to the basics 
- keeping the stumps in play 
and asking India to take risks 
if they wanted to score quickly. 
Tilak rose to that challenge but 
even then, he was careful to go 
after the full one, the one that 
he could get to the pitch of and 
negate the turn. All that good 
work meant even with long-on 
in play, the ball went for six.

In the 15th over, Tilak took 
down Haris Rauf, pace on the 
ball allowing him to play more 
expansive shots. Seventeen 
runs came from those six balls 
and changed the complexion of 
the game. From needing 64 off 
36, India needed 47 off 30.

Dube cameo
India were without their first-
choice seam-bowling allround-
er. Hardik Pandya was nurs-
ing a quad niggle and couldn’t 
make the XI. Shivam Dube did, 
after resting the last game. He 
was responsible for two abso-
lutely vital sixes. The first of 
those showcased his spin-hit-
ting ability as he tonked Abrar 
down the ground. The second 
exemplified how well he reads 
the game. He had faced, and 
watched from the other end, as 
Ashraf in the 19th over, tried to 
hide the ball outside off stump. 
So when he got back on strike, 
he indulged in an exaggerated 
trigger movement across his 
stumps to get closer to the ball 
and launch it over wide long-
on. Dube contributed 33 off 
22 to a momentum-shifting, 
match-winning, fifth-wicket 
partnership that yielded 60 
runs off 40 balls. 

The finish
These three India-Pakistan 
games have taken place un-
der the shadow of far greater 
events. The two countries were 
in military conflict earlier this 
year. The two teams have not 
shaken hands. The two cap-
tains have even been avoiding 
eye contact. Rauf was fined for 
making gestures that seemed 
to point to those cross-border 
tensions. Jasprit Bumrah used 
the same gesture - hand point-
ed down, arcing to the floor - to 
give it back to Rauf after bring-
ing down his stumps with a 
yorker.

With eight to get off five, Ti-
lak launched a six over square 
leg - once more showcasing 
just how well he had grown 
accustomed to tough batting 
conditions and Rauf once again 
falling short by putting pace on 
the ball. Rinku Singh haring off 
into the distance. It was an In-
dia-Pakistan classic worth the 
41-year wait.
Scores: India 150 for 5 (Tilak 
69*, Dube 33, Faheem 3-29) 
beat Pakistan 146 (Farhan 57, 
Fakhar 46, Kuldeep 4-30) by  
five wickets.

India captain Suryakumar Yadav takes a bow to Tilak Varma after the latter steered India to victory against 
Pakistan in the Asia Cup final in Dubai on Sunday. Chasing 147, India won by five wickets.

QOC celebrates International 
Day for Universal Access  

to Information
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Qatar Olympic Commit-
tee (QOC) marked the Interna-

tional Day 
for Uni-
versal Ac-
cess to In-
formation, 
observed 
a n n u a l l y 
on Sep-
t e m b e r 
28, reaf-
firming its 
c o m m i t -
ment to 

transparency, freedom of infor-
mation, and fostering a culture 
of digital protection among its 
employees and partners.

This celebration underscores 
QOC’s leading role in adopting 
international best practices that 
guarantee access to information 
for all segments of society. It 
also reflects Qatar’s position as 
a pioneering sports and institu-
tional hub in good governance, 
knowledge management, and 
national capacity-building.

Over the past years, QOC 
has launched several initia-
tives aimed at raising aware-
ness about the importance of 
information sharing. These 
include strengthening knowl-
edge management systems in 
line with the international ISO 
30401 standard, implementing 
effective digital archiving and 
document management poli-
cies, and offering specialized 
training programs on cyberse-
curity. Together, these meas-
ures ensure a responsible and 
sustainable work environment.

QOC also places great em-
phasis on issuing regular re-
ports on its strategy and sus-
tainability efforts while making 
key data on its activities and 
projects available through of-
ficial channels. This approach 
provides the public and stake-
holders with direct, reliable ac-

cess to the committee’s achieve-
ments and ongoing work.

On the occasion, Eng. Fahad 
Ebrahim Al Muhana, Director 
of Strategy and Sustainability 
at QOC, stated: “Our celebra-
tion of the International Day for 
Universal Access to Information 
reflects the QOC’s commitment 
to transparency and integrity, 
while empowering our nation-
al workforce with the tools of 
modern knowledge. We believe 
that reliable information is the 
foundation of sustainable de-
velopment and strengthens in-
stitutional decision-making that 
serves both sport and society.

“We will continue to adopt 
best global practices in knowl-
edge management and data 
protection, in line with the 
Committee’s strategic vision 
and directions aimed at build-
ing a modern and secure insti-
tutional environment that can 
keep pace with global changes 
and strengthen Qatar’s posi-
tion on the international sports 
map,” he added. 

This occasion highlights 
QOC’s institutional direction 
toward building a strong ad-
ministrative culture founded 
on openness, transparency, and 
inclusivity. It also supports Qa-
tar’s National Vision 2030 by 
contributing to human, social, 
and institutional development.

Through these efforts, QOC 
continues to play a central role 
in promoting sport as a positive 
force for spreading knowledge, 
strengthening accountability, 
and expanding access to infor-
mation for the benefit of cur-
rent and future generations.

It is worth mentioning that 
QOC has received international 
certification in the Knowl-
edge Management System ISO 
30401 this year.  This mile-
stone makes QOC the first in-
stitution in Qatar and the first 
sports organization in the Mid-
dle East to receive this prestig-
ious international recognition.

Zakaria upsets Makin as seeds tumble 
on opening day of Qatar Classic squash

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

EGYPT’S World No.14 Mo-
hamad Zakaria earned the big-
gest win of his career to date 
after taking out World No.4 
Joel Makin on a day which saw 
eight of the top 16 seeds exit the 
Platinum-level QTerminals Qa-
tar Classic in round one at the 
Khalifa International Tennis & 
Squash Complex on Sunday.

Zakaria had lost out to No.3 
seed Makin in the third round 
of the CIB Egyptian Open ear-
lier this month but dominated 
proceedings today at Khalifa 
International Tennis and 
Squash Complex, winning 11-5, 
11-7, 11-7 in 67 minutes to score 
his first win over a player inside 
the world’s top four.

“I’m over the moon, as soon 
as I lost the match against him 
in Giza, I started training with 
[former World No.1] Jonathon 
Power for this match,” said 
18-year-old Zakaria afterwards.

“The plan we had worked 
so well, I was more attacking, 
more positive, and I brought 
the game to him. I was so hap-
py with my short game and I 
did very well today.”

Zakaria will go up against 
Englishman Jonah Bryant in 
the last 16, with Bryant beating 
Switzerland’s Nicolas Mueller.

Qatar’s Abdulla Mohd Al 
Tamimi (QAT) beat compatriot 
Ali Al Darwish 11-4, 11-7, 11-3 
to move into the next round.

Egypt’s Youssef Ibrahim 
is also through after upset-
ting World No.6 Marwan 
ElShorbagy, winning 16-14, 11-
7, 12-10.

No.4 seed ElShorbagy held 
a 9-8 lead in the third game, but 
two strokes against the Eng-
lishman quickly handed the 
momentum back to Ibrahim, 
with the second stroke being 
given against ElShorbagy due 
to dissent. Ibrahim then con-

verted to set up a second round 
match with ElShorbagy’s fellow 
Englishman, Curtis Malik.

“I’m very pleased with the 
way everything went, the first 
game was very important for 
both of us,” Ibrahim said. 

“It’s a very tricky court, but 
we both managed to perform 
our best, especially in the first 
game. It was a mental battle 
with Marwan and I’m very hap-
py with the way I handled the 
big points, I didn’t make many 
errors. I didn’t want to have 
too many interactions with the 
referee and I think that’s what 
made the difference.”

Two former champions in 
Karim Gawad and Mohamed 
ElShorbagy saw their events 
come to an end against lower-
ranked opposition. Gawad fell 
to India’s Abhay Singh, while 
ElShorbagy lost out to Spain’s 
Iker Pajares.

In the women’s event, Ma-

laysia’s Aira Azman got the 
better of No.5 seed Satomi Wa-
tanabe, while No.8 seed Geor-
gina Kennedy saw her tourna-
ment come to an end against 
France’s Melissa Alves.

Azman came back from two 
games down against Watanabe 
to claim her first win over the 
World No.6 to reach the last 16 
of the Qatar Classic for the first 
time. 

“I’m very happy with the 
way I played today, I always 
seem to go 2-0 down and then 
get ready to play the next three 
[games],” said Azman, who will 
play Zeina Mickawy next.

USA’s World No.4 Olivia 
Weaver was the other seed to 
bow out of the tournament after 
she withdrew from her match 
against Egypt’s Farida Moham-
ed due to a reoccurrence of the 
adductor injury that saw her 
pull out of the London Classic 
earlier this month.

Defending champion Nour 
El Sherbini began her tourna-
ment with a comfortable 11-8, 
11-8, 11-4 win against fellow 
Egyptian Sana Ibrahim. The 
eight-time World Champion 
will play World No.52 Nour 
Heikal next.

“I’m happy to be back, it’s 
one of the best tournaments, if 
not the best,” said El Sherbini 
afterwards.

“Coming back to a tourna-
ment you won last year, you feel 
the memories. I love this court 
and I can’t wait to see what’s 
going to happen this week.

“I didn’t have the best start 
to the new season, so I went 
home, regrouped, and I wanted 
to get off to a good start here. 
Sana is an amazing player, it 
was a tricky first round and she 
has good hands. I wanted to be 
more aggressive and play my 
game more.”

Egypt’s World No.14 Mohamad Zakaria celebrates his biggest career win over World No.4 Joel Makin on Day 
One of QTerminals Qatar Classic 2025 at the Khalifa International Tennis & Squash Complex on Sunday.

Pogacar wins 
2nd straight 
world title 

DPA
KIGALI

TADEJ Pogacar clinched back-
to-back world titles in cycling’s 
road race in a another solo ef-
fort as he avenged his painful 
time trial defeat against Remco 
Evenepoel from a week ago.

Slovenia’s four-time Tour 
de France champion Pogacar 
got the gold 1 minute 28 sec-
onds ahead of Belgian double 
Olympic champion Evenepoel, 
with Ireland’s Ben Healy earn-
ing the bronze more than two 
minutes off the pace.

Pogacar is the first rider to 
get the Tour de France-world 
championship road race world 
title double in consecutive years.

Evenepoel had passed 
Pogacar in last Sunday’s time 
trial despite starting 2 minutes 
30 seconds behind him but the 
tide turned in the road race 
which concluded the first ever 
worlds in Africa.

Pogacar had won last year’s 
title in Zurich with a solo over 
the last 100 kilometres, and he 
decided matters early again in 
the gruelling Kigali race over 
267.5km with an altitude gain 
of 5,475m.

“I was left alone quite 
early, and I was solo, fighting 
by myself, but I’m so happy I 
made it,” Pogacar said. “It was 
so hard, the last final laps. Of 
course, you doubt, but you have 
to push through and hope for 
the best.” 

Gold medallist Slovenian rider 
Tadej Pogacar poses on the 
podium following the men’s Elite 
road race cycling event during the 
UCI 2025 Road World Champion-
ships, in Kigali, on Sunday.


