A boat returning from an
island trip in southern
Vietnam capsized on
Saturday, killing 15 Indian
tourists less than half a
Kilometer from shore, as
passengers shouted for help,
officlals and a witness sald.
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15 Indian tourists killed
in Vietnam boat capsize

Passengers shouted for help less than half a kilometer from shore

“We screamed, “Help! Help!™ He
said pearby boats immediately
rushed to the rescue. “But by
then it was 100 late,” he said.
Kumar said that there was no
emergency medical care avail-
able at the shore when survivors
were brought back.
He said that at least some
of the passengers were on a
by their

The speedboat was carrying 32
Indian tourists and four crew

leaving Hon May Rut Ngoai
Island, which is near Phu Quoc,
Vietnam's langest. island, authori-
ties were quoted as saying.

“The boat had not even gone
halfa kilometer when it just tipped
over” Ashish Kumar, an Indian
who witnessed the accident, said.

company tour v
employer, which makes smart-
phones and other electronics.
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Vietnamese Prime
Minister Le Minh Hung
ordered an investigation
and directed authorities
1o hold those responsible

accountable.

VN Express news site quoted
wilnesses as saying that some
people  were  trapped  inside
the capsized boat. Footage on

electronics manufacturer,
confirmed that some of its
employees and channel pariners
were among those involved in
the accident. “Our immediate
priority is to extend all possible
support to those affected and
their families” it said.

TV showed rough
scas and strong winds as rescue
teams threw life buoys to people
in the water. Jet skis ferried surv-

injured were taken to hospitals.

Many of those on board are
believed 10 be from Indias
southern Telangana and Tamil
Nadu states.

Authorities in Telangama have
set up a control room to coordi
nate assistance and  provide
information 1o their families. The
Tamil Nadu chief minister wrote
on social media that he had urged
Incian authorities o provide asis-
tance o the victims and ensure
that the bodies of those killed are
brought back as soon as possible.

PhuQuac in the Gulf of Thatland
Is one of Vietnam's most popular

vors hack to shore while people on
the beach provided first aid.
Twenty-one people  were
rescued, and all the dead were
recovered, authorities said. The

beach Moo May
Rut island is about 10 km south
of Phu Quoc. They're known for
their white-sand beaches and
clear waters and draw millions of
tourists each year.



