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Business

Air India is looking to pick up Boeing
planes that will no longer be taken into
service by Chinese airlines after
Donald Trump imposed tariffs on
imports from China.

The Indian carrier, which is owned
by Tata, needs aircraft to spur its reviv-
al. It plans to approach Boeing about
buying jets that were heading for Chi-
nese airlines before the US president
announced his “reciprocal tariffs”. Tata
is also said to be eager for future deliver-
ies should they become available.

This month Trump raised US tariffs
on Chinese imports to 145 per cent. Chi-
nese airlines were told by the govern-
ment not to accept Boeing aircraft after
Beijing set reciprocal tariffs of up to
125 per cent on US-made goods. Boe-
ing’s order book is believed to have doz-
ens of aircraft scheduled for delivery to
Chinese companies, for both commer-
cial airlines and leasing firms

On Sunday a Boeing jet intended for
a Chinese airline landed back at the air-
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tion in August 2023. After several hear-
ings, an internal report was prepared
earlier this year. The document has rec-
ommended a fine of €150 million, along
with a daily penalty of €100,000. How-
ever, the procedure is still continuing
and the final amount could change.  

Shein, which is preparing to list in
London, is understood to have ad-
dressed the concerns raised by the
CNIL and reworked its cookie compli-
ance with the website. It is understood
to now be fully compliant in France and
in the other countries it operates. 

A Shein spokesman said: “Shein re-
mains committed to transparency and
constructive dialogue. Since August
2023, we have actively engaged with
the CNIL to ensure compliance and ad-
dress concerns. The rapporteur’s report
is one step in this ongoing process. We
have submitted our response and are
fully co-operating with the CNIL.”

CNIL was contacted for comment.

year and is being introduced to 18 sites
across the US. The capsule, which is the
size of a paracetamol pill, is swallowed
by patients while connected to a floss-
like thread. The capsule dissolves in the
stomach, releasing a sponge that col-
lects cells from the oesophagus for test-
ing on the way back up. It may sound
unpleasant, but Gehrung says it is
much less invasive than the traditional
method of having an endoscope
camera pushed down your throat. 

It is also, crucially, quicker and
cheaper: about half the cost of conduct-
ing an endoscopy. The company makes
a gross margin of about 60 per cent on
each test in the UK and 10 per cent
more in the US, where diagnostic tests
are much more expensive. 

The costs of operating in the US are
also higher, however, so Gehrung said
he planned a “lean team” in America
while keeping all research and develop-
ment, finance and human resources at
the headquarters in Cambridge. 

He is still puzzled about how tariffs
will affect the business, as most of the
US revenue comes from testing the
samples rather than selling the cap-
sules (which are made in the UK).
“Honestly, we don’t understand what it
even means for us as we don’t have a
sales price for the capsule,” he said. “But
it is not putting us off at all, though it
has created some uncertainty.”

The company, which grew revenues
by 40 per cent last year to £4.2 million,
is exploring expanding into Europe but
Gehrung said the returns were unlikely
to be as rewarding as in the US. 

Ryan Edwards’s company, Audoo,
brings technology to the system of cal-
culating the royalties due to artists from
music played in public venues. He had
planned to launch it in the UK in early
2020 but the Covid lockdowns foiled
his plan to install his unique technology
in gyms and cafés. 

While he waited for the country to
open up again he explored other
markets and instead launched in Aus-
tralia, where the lockdowns were more
relaxed. “The UK was actually our sev-
enth market to launch after Australia,
New Zealand, the Netherlands, France,
Germany, Switzerland and [then] the
UK in 2022,” Edwards, 39 from Wolver-
hampton, said. 

The company, which installs smart-
phone-sized devices to listen to music
played in public venues on behalf of
rights agencies such as Britain’s PRS for
Music, was in talks to expand to the US
just as Trump announced his tariff
regime this month. “We were just step-
ping into the US, and were about to
quote for a US rights society,” he said.
“We typically don’t charge for the hard-
ware so it’s unclear if we will be subject
to tariffs or not. It’s all up in the air.”

“Now we’re building out to the US,”
said Gehrung, 33, who carried out
much of the research required to devel-
op the product during his PhD at Cam-
bridge University’s Cancer Research
UK Cambridge Institute. “We chose
America because of the size of the
market, the economics of healthcare
there and as it is more homogeneous
than lots of smaller markets across
Europe.” 

The EndoSign capsule sponge device
was granted a licence by the US Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) last
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Seattle, a victim of the tit-for-tat bilat-
eral tariffs launched by Trump.

The 737 Max had been meant for
China’s Xiamen Airlines. It was unclear
which party made the decision for the
aircraft to return to the US. 

Yesterday a second Boeing aircraft
intended for use by a Chinese airline
was heading back to the US, flight
tracking data showed.

Air India, which has accepted 41 737
Max jets originally built for Chinese air-
lines in the past, is interested in more of
the ready-made, narrowbody aircraft
for its Air India Express unit, a low-cost
subsidiary that is part of its challenge to
India’s dominant carrier, IndiGo.

Beijing is understood to be consider-
ing ways to support airlines that lease
Boeing jets and are facing higher costs.

Malaysia Aviation Group is also
believed to be in talks with Boeing over
delivery slots vacated by Chinese
carriers.

 The interest from non-Chinese air-
lines could soften the short-term blow
for Boeing, one of the highest-profile
US exporters, should the tariff war con-
tinue. Yet any Boeing planes already
built or in progress will probably
present complications for potential
buyers, as the cabin configurations for
many will already have been set by the
original customer, and some payments
will have been made.

Longstanding friction between
Washington and Beijing has given
Europe’s Airbus an advantage over
Boeing in China. In the longer term,
geopolitics threatens to shut troubled
Boeing out of one of the world’s biggest
aircraft markets.

Representatives for Air India and
Boeing declined to comment.

ue, the Noble Rot restaurant in Soho,
does not grow and chop up plants; in-
stead it orders the active ingredients
from contract manufacturers. “At the
moment they’re made in the UK, Hun-
gary, Italy and Spain, but we have the
capability to make them anywhere and
can be flexible if tariffs mean we need to
change the manufacturing location.”

The company sees the United States
as a big growth opportunity following
President Trump’s pledge to “Make
America Healthy Again” and the cam-
paign by Robert F Kennedy Jr, the US

health secretary, to eliminate chemical
input in agriculture. Smith is not overly
concerned about the impact of Trump’s
tariff trade war, even though the com-
pany has recently entered the US in a
partnership with a local operator that
imports its products from Milan. “We
could produce it in the US in three to six
months from all domestically sourced
materials.”

The company, which is listed on
London’s junior Aim market, reported
revenues of £4.3 million in 2024, up 34
per cent, but losses widened to £2.1 mil-

lion from £1.9 million in 2023 owing to
investment in product development.
Smith said, however, that the company
expected to turn profitable in 2026. 

Marcel Gehrung, co-founder and
chief executive of Cyted, a company
that sells innovative tests to detect
oesophagus cancer, also has his sights
set on expansion to the US. 

The scientist-turned-entrepreneur
developed a test for cancer of the oe-
sophagus that has been widely adopted
by the NHS in England and Scotland to
support its long endoscopy waiting lists.
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Shein at risk of €150m fine
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Shein could face a €150 million fine
after it was found by the French data
protection watchdog to have violated
laws that protect shoppers’ privacy. 

The Chinese-founded fashion retail-
er is under investigation in France by
CNIL, its data protection authority,
over the presence of trackers, known as
“cookies”, being placed on users on its
website without consent.  

CNIL found Shein’s French website
had not sought customers’ consent
before dozens of tracking cookies were
installed on their computers. The
watchdog also discovered cookies had
been placed even after users explicitly
refused consent, as well as a lack of
clear information about how data was
being collected and used. 

The breaches, first reported by L’In-
formé, a French investigative outlet,
were uncovered during a CNIL inspec-
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