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Kéniéba, Mali
Mine collapse: As many as 48 people, most 
of them women, are believed to have been 
killed this week when a disused gold mine 
in western Mali collapsed. The victims – 
one of whom reportedly had a baby on her 
back – had climbed into an open pit that 
had been abandoned by industrial miners, 
to search for scraps of gold left behind. 
The mine, in the gold-rich Kayes Region, 
was previously operated by a Chinese 
company. As well as being a leading 
gold producer, Mali is one of the world’s 
poorest countries, and with the price of 
gold rising, people are increasingly entering 
illegally operated mines in the hopes of 
�nding scraps of the metal – leading to 
a spate of accidents. In January, 13 people 
were killed when a tunnel �ooded at a 
mine in southwest Mali; and an estimated 
70 died in a tunnel collapse last year. 

Bukavu, DRC
Second city falls: 
Rwandan-backed 
M23 rebels have 
continued their 
rapid advance 
through eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo, occupying 
a second major city, Bukavu, a fortnight 
after their seizure of Goma. Witnesses said 
that the DRC’s army abandoned the city 
– the capital of South Kivu province – 
before the rebels arrived, and that civilians 
had also �ed in their thousands. The most 
prominent of more than 100 armed groups 
vying for control of the region’s vast 
mineral wealth, M23 began its insurgency 
three years ago, but the �ghting has 
rapidly intensi�ed in the past month, 
worsening an already dire humanitarian 
crisis in eastern DRC. The UN has 
estimated that up to 4,000 Rwandan 
troops are �ghting alongside the group.

Beijing
Tumbling marriage rate: 
The number of couples 
marrying in China fell 
by a �fth last year to 6.1 
million, the lowest level 
since record keeping 
began in 1986, and half 
as many as a decade ago. 
The sharp decline has 
exacerbated fears about 
the falling birth rate in 
China, where few babies 
are born to unmarried 
parents, owing to cultural 
values and bureaucratic 
restrictions. Analysts say 
that high unemployment 
and the rising cost 

of living are 
discouraging 

people from 
starting 

families.

Kerman, Iran
Britons held: 
A British 
couple who 
were arrested 
in Iran 
last month 
have been 
charged with 
espionage. 

Craig and Lindsay Foreman – a carpenter 
and a psychologist who are in their 
early 50s – entered Iran from Armenia 
on 30 December, in de�ance of Foreign 
Of�ce advice. On social media, they said 
they were touring the world as part of 
a research project asking people what 
constitutes “a good life”. They were 
detained in the city of Kerman days later. 
Tehran has accused them of collecting 
information for Western intelligence; 
sources have said they’ll likely be used 
as diplomatic bargaining chips.  

New Delhi
Deadly stampede: At least 18 people, 
including 14 women, were killed in a 
stampede at Delhi’s main railway station 
last week, as they tried to board a packed 
train carrying pilgrims to the Kumbh Mela 
religious festival. Witnesses said that the 
crush occurred when the crowd surged in 
response to an announced platform change 
at New Delhi station. Taking place every 
12 years and lasting 45 days, the Kumbh 
Mela is expected to host some 400 million 
people. Last month, at least 30 people were 
killed in a crush at the site of the Hindu 
festival, in the northern city of Prayagraj. 

Gaza City, Palestinian Territories
Alternative plans: Israel’s prime minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, has reaf�rmed his support for President 
Trump’s highly controversial plan to relocate the 
population of Gaza, calling it the “only viable” way 
forward. He was speaking during a visit to Israel 
by US Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who hailed 
Trump’s proposal to transform the Strip into a 
US-owned “Riviera of the Middle East” as bold 
and forward-thinking. Human rights lawyers have 
condemned the plan as ethnic cleansing, and it has been �atly rejected by Arab leaders. 
Next week, Arab states will convene in Riyadh to discuss an alternative proposal, 
with sources indicating that Egyptian of�cials have suggested forming a temporary 
“community committee” – excluding Hamas – to oversee Gaza’s reconstruction.
    Last week, Hamas threatened to suspend the release of hostages, leading to fears 
that the cease�re was about to collapse. But last Saturday’s exchange went ahead as 
planned, with three Israelis released along with 369 Palestinians. This week, Hamas 
was due to hand over the remains of four dead hostages, including Shiri Bibas and 
her two sons – Ariel, who was four on 7 October 2023, and K�r, nine months. 


