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I S R A E L / U S15

Netanyahu f irst foreign 
leader welcomed by Trump 
Benjamin Netanyahu  travelled to 
Washington for Donald Trump’s 
fi rst meeting with a foreign leader 
since his return to offi  ce.

The pair  were due to meet 
on Tuesday, amid widespread 
uncertainty about the parameters 
of the encounter.

The Israeli prime minister  
arrive d at a potentially pivotal 
moment,  as negotiations on 
the second phase of the Gaza 
ceasefi re  were due to  begin on 
Monday. Should those talks fail, 
Israel could resume its off ensive 
in  March.

Netanyahu has made a show 
of portraying the meeting as “a 
testimony to the strength of our 
personal friendship” .  However, 
the messaging from the White 
House  was that Netanyahu is seen 
as a junior partner . 

A F G H A N I S TA N16

Taliban minister f lees after 
 support ing girls’ education 
A senior Taliban minister who 
expressed support for reversing 
the ban on girls’ education in 
Afghanistan appears to have been 
forced to fl ee the country.

 At a graduation ceremony , 
 Mohammad Abbas Stanikzai, the 
Taliban’s deputy foreign minister, 
criticised the government’s ban on 
girls attending secondary schools 
and higher education.

 “We are being unjust to 
20 million people ,” Stanikzai said. 

 The Taliban’s supreme leader, 
Hibatullah Akhundzada, allegedly 
ordered the minister’s arrest , 
which pushed Stanikzai to leave 
 for the United Arab Emirates. 

J U S T I C E18

Countries move to protect 
international justice 
South Africa and Malaysia will 
launch a campaign to protect 
and uphold the rulings of the 
international court of justice (ICJ) 
and the international criminal 
court (ICC) in the face of what they 
describe as defi ance of ICJ orders 
and attempts by US Congress to hit 
the ICC through  sanctions.

The  nine-nation Hague Group  – 
which includes Colombia, Bolivia, 
Chile, Senegal and Namibia 
 –  aims to defend the institutions 
and rulings .  The move comes as 
 the ICC and ICJ face  challenges 
 in cases relating to the wars in 
Gaza and Ukraine and people-
smuggling in the Mediterranean. 

JA PA N20

SoftBank ‘in talks’ to invest 
up to $25bn in OpenAI 
 Tokyo-headquartered investment 
group SoftBank was reportedly 
in talks to invest up to $25bn  in 
OpenAI in a deal that would make 
it the biggest fi nancial backer of 
the startup behind ChatGPT. The 
lender is considering putting a 
sum of between $15bn and $25bn 
into the  company, according to the 
Financial Times.

SoftBank  is already an investor 
in OpenAI and recently backed 
a funding round that valued 
the company at $157bn. Microsoft, 
currently OpenAI’s biggest 
shareholder, also joined that 
round .
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I N D I A19

Dozens killed in crowd 
crushes at Kumbh Mela 
At least 30 people  were killed 
and scores injured in crowd 
crushes at the Kumbh Mela 
festival,  police have confi rmed, 
as vast numbers of people went to 
bathe at one of the holiest sites of 
the Hindu gathering.

Tens of millions of people 
fl ocked to the northern state 
of Uttar Pradesh to immerse 
themselves at the  confl uence of 
the Ganges and Yamuna rivers on 
one of the most auspicious days of 
the Hindu festival.

A senior police offi  cer, Vaibhav 
Krishna,  said  30 people had died 
and at least double that number 
were wounded in fatal crushes 
that took place in the early hours 
 last Wednesday.  It is feared the 
death toll could be higher .  Offi  cials  
said 39 bodies had been brought to 
a hospital morgue. 

M A L A R I A17

Trump aid freeze halts 
vaccine programme 
A fl agship programme to create 
malaria vaccines has been halted 
by the Trump administration, 
in just one example of a rippling 
disruption to health research 
around the globe since the new US 
president took power.

The USAid Malaria Vaccine 
Development Program (MVDP) 
– which works to prevent child 
deaths by creating more eff ective 
second-generation vaccines 
– funds research by teams 
collaborating across institutes .  
Last week, it told partners to stop 
work, after the president and 
his allies ordered a freeze on US 
spending. Researchers warned 
 the impact of the  halt on other 
programmes could fuel the spread 
of drug-resistant HIV, and put 
medical progress back by years.

The MVDP’s aim is “to reduce 
the impact of malaria on children 
living in malaria-endemic areas of 
the world”. In sub-Saharan Africa, 
approximately 450,000 under-5s 
are killed by malaria each year.

 The USAid funding freeze and 
stop or suspend work orders cover 
an initial period of 90 days while a 
review is carried out, according to 
offi  cial statements. 

D E AT H S

Marianne 

Faithfull

British singer and 

actor who after 

being a  1960s 

icon went on to 

have a six-decade 

career. She died 

on 30 January, 

aged 78.

Julius Chan

Papua New 

Guinea’s last 

“founding father” 

who served as 

prime minister 

twice. He died on 

30 January, 

aged 85.

Horst Köhler

German president 

from 2004 to 

2010 and former 

head of the IMF. 

He died on 1 

February, aged 81.

Iris Cummings 

Critchell

Aviator and 

swimmer who was 

the last survivor 

of the US’s 1936 

 Berlin Olympics 

team. She died on 

24 January, 

aged 104.

Mauricio Funes

Former 

 Salvadorian 

president who fled 

to Nicaragua to 

escape corruption 

charges. He died 

on 21 January, 

aged 65.

Pete Wilkinson

Environmental 

campaigner  who 

was first director 

of Greenpeace 

UK. He died on 21 

January, aged 78.


