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Mohammad Ali Rashed
Lootah addresses a World
Leaders Forum panel
session in New Delhi.

Dubai-India trade more
than doubles in 10 years

NON-OIL TRADE HIT DH222.5B IN 2025 AS BUSINESS TIES DEEPEN

BY JUSTIN VARGHESE
Your Maney Editor

ubai's non-oil trade

with India more than

doubled over the past

decade to a record

Dh222.5 billion in
2025, as investment flows and
the number of Indian business-
es operating in the emirate also
increased.

Trade grew 136.2 per cent
from Dh94.2 billion in 2016
and rose 15 per cent in 2025,
according to figures released
by Dubai Chambers yesterday.
India is Dubai’s second-largest
trading partner.

Mohammad Ali  Rashed
Lootah, President and CEQO of
Dubai Chambers, disclosed the
figures during a panel session at
the World Leaders Forum 2026
in New Delhi, attended by In-
dian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Investment flows both ways

Investment has also flowed
in both directions. Dubai at-
tracted about Dh32.3 billion
from India between 2016 and
2025, including Dh8.4 billion
in foreign direct investment
last vear.

Dubai-based companies in-
vested Dh34.1 billion across 147
projects in India over the same
decade, contributing to the cre
ation of 55,274 jobs.
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Investment from India

into Dubai between
2016 and 2025

34.1

Dubai-based
investment in India
between 2016 and
2025

A further 7,579 Indian com-
panies joined Dubai Chamber
of Commerce during the first
half of 2026, taking the number
registered active members to
85,841 at the end of June, up 15
per cent year on vear.

“The confidence of the Indi-
an business community in the
growth opportunities offered
by Dubai is reflected in the
7,579 new Indian companies
that joined Dubai Chamber of
Commerce during the first half
of this year,” Lootah said.

Growing trust in Dubai

“These figures demonstrate
that Indian companies increas-
ingly view Dubai as a global
hub from which to develop
their international operations
and expand their investments.

They also reflect the Indian
business community’s strong
confidence in Dubai and its fu-
ture growth prospects.”

Trade and services account
for 45 per cent of active Indian
companies registered with the
chamber. Real estate, leasing
and business services represent
27.3 per cent, followed by con-
struction at 19 per cent.

The trade deal effect

The UAE-India Compre-
hensive Economic Partnership
Agreement came into effect in
May 2022, reducing trade bar-
riers and improving market
access for businesses in both
countries.

Since then, Dubai's non-oil
trade with India has increased
35 per cent, according to Dubai
Chambers.

The relationship is also ex-
panding into areas including
Agentic Al, deep technology,
fintech and digital services.

Dubai Chambers is develop-
ing specialised training path-
ways and incubators for com-
panies working in Agentic Al as
part of an initiative to acceler-
ate private-sector adoption of
the technology.

The chamber said this could
create opportunities for Indian
technology companies to es-
tablish operations in Dubai, de-
velop solutions and form part-
nerships with businesses in the
emirate.



