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Kyiv
Russia kills the heat: Russia hammered 
Ukrainian energy facilities with missiles 
and drones this week, a day after Pres
ident Trump said President Vladimir 
Putin had agreed to spare power plants 
for a week as civilians endure bitter cold. 
Authorities said it was Russia’s worst 
attack on Ukraine’s grid this winter and 
included 70 missiles and 450 attack drones, several times more 
firepower than Russia’s typical overnight bombing waves. Millions 
of Ukrainians were left without power as temperatures plunged to 
minus 5 degrees Fahrenheit. Kyiv said Russia was “weaponizing 
winter” ahead of the next round of peace negotiations. “Taking 
advantage of the coldest days of winter to terrorize people,” 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said, “is more impor
tant to Russia than turning to diplomacy.”

Maputo, Mozambique
Floods kill: The death toll from 
flooding in southern Africa rose 
to more than 100 last week, with 
another month still to come in 
the rainy season. Dozens have 
died across Zimbabwe, South 

Africa, and Mozambique. At least three people in Mozambique, 
the worst-hit country, were killed by crocodiles that swam into 
villages from overflowing rivers. Some 400,000 people in the 
region have been forced to flee their mud-brick or adobe homes as 
the waters rose over the past few weeks. Gaspar Sitefane, director 
of WaterAid Mozambique, warned that the refugee camps trying 
to accommodate these displaced people lack “good toilets,” clean 
water, and sufficient garbage disposal facilities. “For sure, soon 
we will have cases of cholera,” he said. Relief officials are asking 
donors for $187 million to meet urgent needs.

Kolkata, India
Fatal virus spreads: Airports across Asia went on alert last week as 
authorities scrambled to contain an outbreak of deadly Nipah virus 
in Kolkata. Nipah causes fever, headache, cough, and muscle pain 
that can progress to fatal brain swelling. There is no treatment, and 
up to 70% of those infected die within two days of symptom onset. 
The outbreak began last month in India’s West Bengal state, where 
Indian health authorities confirmed two infections among nurses 
at a Kolkata hospital. Now Thailand and Pakistan have begun 
Covid-style screening of passengers from West Bengal. South Asian 
countries, especially Bangladesh and India, see small outbreaks of 
Nipah nearly every year, but public awareness of the disease is not 
widespread. The virus tends to be transmitted to humans from ani
mals such as fruit bats, and humans can pass it to other humans. 

Rafah, Gaza
Border opens: Israel reopened the Rafah border crossing between 
Egypt and Gaza this week after nearly two years, a step forward 
in the fragile ceasefire between Israel and Hamas. Rafah offers 

a lifeline for sick and injured Palestinians trapped in the 
bombed-out enclave. Hundreds of people immediately 

lined up on both sides of the border but only a 
few dozen got through in the first several days. 
The Gaza Health Ministry estimates that 20,000 
people need to leave for medical care abroad. 
Many others displaced by the war, which killed 
tens of thousands and destroyed 80% of Gaza’s 
buildings, hope to return. Gaza is home, said 

Mohammad Talal, 28, one of the 100,000 who 
fled through Rafah early in the war. “Going back to 

live in a tent? I don’t care.”

Tokyo
No trash cans: Japan welcomed a record 
42.7 million tourists last year, data released 
last week showed, but many of them had 
a complaint: In the famously tidy country 
there are almost no public trash cans. The 
bins were removed after 1995, when the 
Aum Shinrikyo doomsday cult released 
sarin in the Tokyo subway, killing 13 people. Authorities feared 
gas devices could be hidden in bins, so Japanese people got used to 
hauling their trash around until they got home. Cities have tried to 
make tourists aware of the practice through publicity campaigns, 
but littering is on the rise. Miranda Castleberry, 32, told The Wall 
Street Journal she ended up buying a jacket with huge pockets to 
house her takeout cups and other garbage during a three-week trip 
through Japan. “I’d never been a human trash can before,” she said.

East Oweinat, Egypt
Targeting Sudan: A secret base in southern 
Egypt is being used to launch advanced 
drones against Rapid Support Forces para
militaries fighting Sudan’s military, The New 
York Times reported this week. A flurry 
of drone activity at the outpost suggests 
Egypt, an ally of its Nile neighbor Sudan, 
is helping transform the brutal, nearly three-year civil war into a 
testing ground for high-tech warfare. Sudan’s military also uses 
satellite-operated drones from Baykar, a Turkish contractor. The 
RSF is deploying Chinese long-range CH-95 drones supplied by 
the United Arab Emirates. Both sides have been accused of war 
crimes, including bombing villages and schools. This new race to 
deploy sophisticated drones, said Wim Zwijnenburg of the Dutch 
organization PAX, has brought “more chaos and destruction” to a 
war that has killed up to 400,000 and displaced 12 million. 
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