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President Putin’s Easter truce ended
with explosions yesterday morning as
Russia launched missiles at cities across
Ukraine, signalling the start of a
potentially crucial week for flounder-
ing peace talk efforts.

Although Russian artillery and
drone attacks had continued through-
out the Easter weekend, there were no
long-range strikes on Ukraine after
Putin’s announcement of the 30-hour
truce. President Zelensky had proposed
extending the ceasefire but Russia’s re-
sponse came in the form of missiles.

Air raid sirens blared in eastern
Ukraine minutes after midnight, while
missiles hit Mykolaiv, a port city near
the Black Sea, the regional governor
said. There were no immediate reports
of casualties. Russian drones and
missiles later caused damage in the
Cherkasy, Dnipropetrovsk and Khark-
iv regions, the Ukrainian air force said.
An air raid alert sounded in Kyiv at
about 4am local time.

Putin’s truce was widely seen by ana-
lysts as an attempt to convince Presi-
dent Trump that Moscow remained
serious about a lasting peace, despite a
wealth of evidence to the contrary.

The resumption of Russian missile
attacks came after Trump posted on
social media: “Hopefully Russia and
Ukraine will make a deal this week.
Both will then start to do big business
with the United States of America,
which is thriving, and make a fortune!”

Trump, who once promised to end
the war in 24 hours, said last week that
he could walk away from negotiations
on Ukraine unless there were immedi-
ate signs of progress. He now appears
set to make what could be a last attempt
to establish peace by proposing signifi-
cant concessions to Russia.

A confidential document presented
by senior Trump administration offi-
cials to their Ukrainian counterparts on
Thursday suggested that in exchange
for peace the US could recognise
Russian rule in Crimea, which the
Kremlin annexed in 2014, while Kyiv
would be banned from joining Nato,
The Wall Street Journal reported. 

The proposal, if confirmed, would
represent a remarkable turnaround in
American policy on Crimea. In 2018,
during Trump’s first term, the US State
Department called Russia’s annexation
of the Black Sea peninsula a threat to “a
bedrock international principle shared
by democratic states: that no country
can change the borders of another by
force.” The US Congress has also
passed legislation opposing any recog-
nition of Russian rule in Crimea.

The US is now waiting for Ukraine’s

Peace talks 
at crossroads 
after Russia 
ends ‘truce’

response at a meeting of American,
Ukrainian and European officials in
London this week. If Kyiv agrees, the
proposal will be shown to Moscow,
western officials said. 

Kyiv has previously ruled out both
Russian demands — on Crimea and
Nato membership. Trump said in Feb-
ruary that Kyiv could “forget about”
any chance of joining the alliance. 

Dmitry Peskov, the Kremlin spokes-
man, said yesterday: “We have heard
from Washington at various levels that
Ukraine’s membership in Nato is ex-
cluded. Of course, this is something
that causes us satisfaction and coin-
cides with our position.”

In Kyiv there is a tangible sense of
frustration with Trump over his rela-
tionship with Putin and his handling of
the peace talks. Andrii, a worshipper at
St Michael’s Cathedral on Easter Sun-
day, said: “A lot of people were eager to
see Trump as the US president because
they really thought that as soon as he
came to power, he would stop the war.
But now, even those people are dis-
appointed in him.”

Trump has refused to say whether
the US would continue arming Ukraine
if he abandons peace talks. Although
the Biden administration stockpiled
munitions for Ukraine before leaving
office, Trump has yet to approve a new
military aid package for Kyiv and exist-
ing supplies are running low. 

Roman Kostenko, secretary of the
Ukrainian parliament’s security, de-
fence and intelligence committee, said:
“It will definitely be more difficult with-
out American weapons, but this will not
force us to capitulate.”

American weapons deliveries make
up 40 per cent of Ukraine’s total arms
supplies, Zelensky said recently. About
a third of the remaining weapons come
from Europe and the other third is pro-
duced by Ukraine, he said.

Last week North Korea was reported
to be planning to deploy troops to
Ukraine for the first time. So far they
have only fought against Ukrainian
forces who seized parts of the Kursk re-
gion of western Russia in August last
year. Kostenko said: “If this happens
then it will obviously be harder for us to
conduct combat operations. The North
Koreans fight well and they are less
afraid of death than the Russians.”

Moscow’s alliance with Iran was also
strengthened yesterday when Putin
approved the ratification by the
Russian parliament of a strategic part-
nership treaty with Tehran. The deal
focuses mainly on trade and finance
and does not include a mutual defence
pact of the type agreed between Russia
and North Korea last year.
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N
arendra Modi welcomed
JD Vance and his family
to Delhi yesterday for
bilateral talks to pursue
a trade deal after the

White House placed 26 per cent 
tariffs on India (Amrit Dhillon 
writes). 

Vance received a warm welcome
and a hug from the Indian prime 
minister, who showed the US vice-
president, his wife, Usha, and their 
three children around his official 
residence. A video released by his 
office showed Modi giving peacock 
feathers to Ewan, seven, Vivek, four, 
and Mirabel, three. Usha Vance’s 

parents emigrated to America from 
south India in the 1970s.

After the meeting, Modi’s office 
said that he was looking forward to 
President Trump’s visit to India 
later this year. He also said there 
had been “significant progress in 
the negotiations” between the two 
countries during the first stages of a 
trade deal. 

India currently benefits from a 
90-day reprieve from Trump’s 
tariffs. However, Modi’s government 
hopes to secure a relief after this 
period ends. America is India’s 
largest trading partner, with 
bilateral trade valued at $190 billion. 

The goal is for trade to reach 
$500 billion by 2030. Delhi is 
hoping it can fend off the worst 
tariff punishment by offering 
concessions on its own tariffs on US 
goods, as well as by offering to buy 
American military equipment.

However, the prospect of a deal 
was not welcomed by all. India’s 
oldest farmers’ union, the All India 
Kisan Sabha, voiced its opposition 
to Vance’s visit and called for 
nationwide protests. The union 
fears that farming incomes — 
particularly in the heavily 
subsidised dairy sector — would 
stand to suffer if was included in a 
deal. Modi’s government will also 
want to explore how to capitalise on 
China’s difficulties. The fact that 
Vance is a known anti-China hawk 
is something India will hope to 
leverage to its advantage. Indian 

India looks to forge special 
relationship on Vance visit
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exercises in the strait that divides China
from Taiwan. To the west of the Philip-
pines, Chinese coastguard ships assert
President Xi’s disputed claim to sover-
eignty over most of the South China
Sea. In both zones, Beijing insists on the
right to enforce its territorial claims by
force if necessary.

The US and the Philippines say that
the Balikatan exercises are defensive in
character, but acknowledge they are re-
hearsals for war. Brigadier General
Michael Logico of the Philippine Army
said: “What we are looking at here is an
exercise verging into a full battle test.
We are treating the exercise as a re-
hearsal for our defence.” 

Colonel Doug Krugman of the US
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Pete Hegseth 
has sacked 
several key officials

Threat of lie detector tests 
strikes fear into Pentagon
Pentagon officials are living “in fear” of
being forced to take polygraph tests to
prove they are not leaking sensitive
information to the media.

An email warning of the potential use
of lie detector testing has created an at-
mosphere of intimidation, according to
one US defence source.

The source said the Pentagon was a
“Pandora’s box” of uncertainty after the
sacking of three top officials and the
departure of two high-ranking civilians
in the past week, leaving Pete Hegseth,
the defence secretary, without key
advisers.

“The extraordinary thing is that lie
detector tests are being threatened not
to uncover potential anti-Trump civil
servants but to catch political appoint-
ees suspected of leaking classified or
sensitive information,” the source said.

There are also concerns that the
Pentagon will follow the example of the
Department of Homeland Security,
where some officials have been ordered
to hand over their phones so their social
media activity and political loyalty can
be checked. “Pentagon officials are liv-
ing each day in fear of being sacked,” the
source said. “This is all causing a huge
distraction and I would be shocked if
Hegseth is still defence secretary for
much longer.”

Hegseth is himself being investigated
by the Pentagon’s inspector general for
his involvement in a Signal group chat
last month between top Trump
national security officials about air-
strikes on Houthi rebels in Yemen. One
of those in the group was Jeffrey Gold-
berg, editor-in-chief of Atlantic maga-

zine, who had been inadvertently invit-
ed to participate.

Hegseth is facing further investi-
gation after The New York Times re-
vealed he had discussed the strikes in a
second Signal chat group that included
his wife, Jennifer, a former Fox News
producer, his brother Phil and Tim Par-
latore, his personal lawyer, both of
whom work in some capacity within
the Pentagon.

Sean Parnell, a Pentagon spokesman,
denied on social media that any classi-
fied information had been discussed in
either of the Signal chats. 

Trump, asked by reporters at the
annual White House Easter Egg Roll
event yesterday if the Pentagon was
dysfunctional under Hegseth, said:
“There’s no dysfunction, ask the Hout-
his how much dysfunction there is.
There’s none. Pete’s doing a great
job, everybody’s happy with
him. We have the highest re-
cruitment numbers I think
we’ve had in 28 years ... It’s just
fake news, it sounds like dis-
gruntled employees.”

Underlining the rep-
orted chaos at the
Pentagon, one of the
recently ousted offi-
cials spoke about the
damage created by
recent sackings.
John Ullyot, who
was appointed
top spokesman
by Heg-
seth, was

asked to resign over the removal from
the Pentagon’s website of the military
service record for Jack “Jackie” Robin-
son, a black baseball legend and civil
rights hero. It was removed as part of
the Trump administration’s order to
stop promoting diversity, equity and in-
clusion. The entry was later restored.

After Ullyot’s ousting, three top Heg-
seth officials were accused of leaking
classified information to the media and
were summarily sacked: Dan Caldwell,
a senior adviser to the defence secre-
tary; Darin Selnick, deputy chief of
staff; and Colin Carroll, chief of staff to
Stephen Feinberg, the deputy defence
secretary.

Joe Kasper, Hegseth’s chief of staff,
was also removed, creating five vacan-
cies among “front office” roles within a
week. “The building is in disarray under
Hegseth’s leadership,” Ullyot wrote in

an article for Politico. “The dysfunc-
tion is now a major distraction for
the president.”

Ullyot described the Pentagon as
being in “total chaos” and cast doubt
on Hegseth’s future. He accused his

office of “falsehoods” about the
three officials who were sacked
for leaking information, includ-
ing the decision to send a second

aircraft carrier
to the
Middle

East. The
three sacked officials

said on X that they had
been slandered.

“Hegseth is now presiding
over a strange and baffling
purge,” Ullyot added. “More fir-
ings may be coming, according
to rumours in the building.”
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US tests ‘ship killer’ missiles off Taiwan

The United States is deploying “ship
killer” missiles in the Philippines, the
strongest expression so far by the
Trump administration of its opposition
to Chinese military encroachment on
the South China Sea and Taiwan.

The Navy-Marine Expeditionary
Ship Interdiction System, known as
Nmesis, is a vehicle-mounted missile
intended for use against enemy ships
from coastal areas. It will be used in
simulations as part of Balikatan, three
weeks of joint American-Philippine
military exercises that began yesterday.

Lieutenant General James Glynn of
the US marine corps said at the opening
ceremony in Manila: “We will demon-
strate not just our will to uphold our
mutual defence treaty in existence
since 1951 but our matchless capability
to do so. Nothing builds bonds more
quickly than shared adversity.”

Although he did not spell it out, the
exercises are clearly aimed at China.

Special forces will carry out training
in Batanes, a province of islands in the
northernmost reaches of the Philippi-
nes, closest to Taiwan, the self-ruling is-
land that China claims as its own.
Nmesis will be transported to Batanes.

The Chinese People’s Liberation Ar-
my has been holding intense air and sea

marines said: “It is like a war plan being
tested.”

About 9,000 troops from the Philip-
pines, 5,000 from the US and 200 from
Australia will take part in the exercises,
which will continue until May 9. The
deployment “serves as a major mile-
stone for the continuously developing
US-Philippines alliance”, the US mari-
nes said.

Japan, the Czech Republic, Poland
and Colombia will send official observ-
ers. The exercises will include practis-
ing aerial surveillance, sinking a ship
with artillery and missile fire, and re-
pelling the enemy seizure of an island.

Although it will not be used in live-
fire exercises, Nmesis is expected to be
left in position after Balikatan is over. In
this way, the exercises are a means of
stealthily arming the Philippines. The
same thing happened last year when
the US Typhon missile system was “left
behind” after annual exercises.

Balikatan follows a visit to Manila
last month by Pete Hegseth, the US de-
fence secretary. He told President Mar-
cos of the Philippines that the US would
increase military links with his country
to ensure freedom of navigation in the
South China Sea. 

Hegseth added: “Deterrence is nec-
essary around the world, but specific-
ally in your country — considering the
threats from the communist Chinese.”
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commentators have been arguing 
that the country needs to act swiftly 
to become an appealing base for 
American companies leaving China 
— especially before countries such 
as Vietnam or Mexico step in.

India was also expected to use 
Vance’s visit to express concern 
over the future of H-1B visas, on 
which Indian technology workers in 
America rely (200,000 were issued 
last year). India is also worried 
about students in the US having 
their visas revoked.

Professor Debashis Chakrabarti,
a foreign affairs expert, told a TV 
news channel: “The abrupt 
cancellation of visas without a 
transparent rationale is deeply 
troubling.” He called for a formal 
diplomatic protest — but 
commentators say this is unlikely. 
Modi wants to maintain his rapport 

with Trump, who has often 
described him as a friend.

On Tuesday, the Vances will 
travel to Jaipur in Rajasthan, where 
they will see its famous forts and 
palaces. The walk up to Amber Fort 
involves a sharp incline and most 
tourists take a jeep. For the Vances, 
tradition will see them ride on two 
bejewelled elephants, as rose petals 
are showered on them from a 
balcony. 

In Jaipur, the vice-president will
make his only speech of the visit; it 
will be watched closely for clues as 
to what India can expect from 
Trump on trade.The trip is also 
expected to lay the groundwork for 
Trump’s visit to India later this year.

JD Vance, his wife, Usha, and their 
three children flew into Delhi, where 
they were greeted by Narendra Modi


