India, Afghanistan shown glimpse of Pak power: President
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region, Maarkoe-Hag and
Ghazab Lil Hay operations,
Indian violation of the Indus
Waters Treaty, cconomy,
provincial awtonomy amd
poverty.

The opposition backed by
the Pakistan Tehreok-e Insaf
(PTT) raised the slogans of
“Go Zandari Go™ and made a
protest during the presd den-
il acddress,

At the outset of the joint
session, fateha was offered
for Supreme Leader of Iran
Avatollah  Seyyed Al
Khamenel and other (nno-
cents martyred in Iran, for
victims in other brotherly
countrivs, and for Palkistands
martyred during recent ag:
gressive  actions by the
Afighan Taliban regime.

Addressing the Pnrl.ur
mend, the president sabd, “Itis
iy shrgiubar privibege, as your
twiceelected president, to
adedress this august House for
the ninth time at the begin
ning of a pew pardiamentary
year, Ench such address is a
reminder of the continuity of
our democratic syitem and
of the resporsibility we carry
A% representatives of the peo-
ple of Paldstan,” he said.

He sanbd nations are tested
not only in times of crisis but
at key crossroads.

He sabd the past year has
resninded us that the strength
of our republic lies in its Con-
stitution, in the resdlience of
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our people, U responsibili-
ties of parliament and gov-
ernmint, and the courge of
our armed forces. “As we
begin & new parliumentary
year, we st build upon that
resilience - safeguarding sov.
ervignty, strongthening con-
stitutional governance and
alvancing economic trans-
fiowrwantion so that stability be
comes growth 0 generate
prospenty, progress and
peace for every citizen,” he
saud

The president said the
past 10 months tested our na-
tion in profound and com-
plex ways.. when our sover-
vignty was challenged on
either front, Pakistan re-
sponded with strategic re-
strmint, and firm resolve.
“When confronted with un-
provoked attacks on both our
borders, one after another,
our anmed forces acted with
outstanding profesionalism
and discipline, In the case of
Maarka-c-Hag, they tumed
Invedia's attack on our mother-
land into a landmark strbe
ghe victory,” he said

O the westem border, he
b wheen the Talibosy pegiine
ramped up a long line of at-
tacks on the night of Febru-
ary 26, our security forces
acted decisively to sigial woro
tolerance for any incursions
on our soverdgn temitory.,
“The political leadership
stood united. The people
stood resolute. Al the outset,
[ want 1o express the nation's

undying gmtitude 10 the
herole defenders of our bor-
ders. Itis by of thelrvig-

Mict wnd its war econoiny.
“None of this will feed
s o ldren oF CTe-

lance, bravery and service
thent we aree all sitting beere, s
cure in our workplaces and
Tooarves,” hie seabed, sl eliogg that
by the Grace of Allah, this
was nol just a milltary vie-
tory; it was an expression of
our nathonal resolv in erisis
The president said as
united as one proud nation,
we bravely repulsed India's
aggression and emerged vic-
torlous, both militarily and
diplomatically, “Our decistve
and principled nesponse was
acknowledged by work capl-
tals, beyond a shadow of any
doubt. Let me take this op-
portunity to say that India
st listen to us altentively:

Pakistan will continue to give  Zardar sabd

its fullest diplomatic and
moml support 10 the just
cause of the people of
Jasmu and Kashinir.”
However, he said, it is a
s fact that despite multiphe
diplomatic engagememts by
Pakistan and our friendly
brother countries, the Afghan
dhe facto peggienme continues o
provide safe sanctuagies o a
variety of terrorist groups in-
cluding Al-Qaeda, BLA and
TTP. "All s they made

ale opportundtes for national
cobwsion,” he said.

“On our end, we hm-r
naver breabisd the Afghan pe

ple as anything but kith wd
I:Ln We have never walked
away from dialogue,” he sakd

The president said the
Afghan people need a break
from endless wars. Don’t
take away their choice fora
future of prosperity con-
nected to peace, I would
urge them o stop being used
by another country as a bat-
tefield for their ambitions,”
he said. *

Expeessing concem at the
recent grve developments in
the reghon, President Asif Ali
Paldstan remains
deeply concermed at the re
cont grave developments and
haes always sought to prevent
undateral attacks on any
country. “In this spirit we
strongly condemn the war
being waged on lran while
negotiations were under way,
We have reaflirmed our sup-
port for the sovervignty and
territorial integrity of our
brotherly nation. | join all
Pakistanis in condoling the

in Doha, not to allow these
terror groups 1o operate from
Afghan soil, have been con-
venlently forgotten,” be sabd.

Hie saicl they st choose
to dismantle the termor
groups that survive on con-

dom of lran's supreme
leader Ayatollah All
Khamenei. May Allah grant
him the highest place in Jan-
naby,” he sakl
AL the s tire, he sabd
we also condemn subseoquent
attacks launched on our
brotherly coumtries in the

|| Gulf region, UAE, Bahrain,

IN MEMORIAM

BEGUM
SHAHTA
FARUQUI

Your edegance, grace, and
deep-seated legacy of empathy and
kindness are dhwarys remembered
by those lives that were touched by
you - not least of al your political
saence students. And also by your
very special and beloved students
al the federal government Helen
Kedler Model (enlre in klamabad,
whith you headed during your life.

|dondan, Kuwait, Qatar and
| Sousell Arabia.

| Hewished that the sooner
| stability retums 1o the region,
| the sooner the wordd can go
| back to the business of re
| building lives and fractured
| trust. *F urge the need to ex-
| ercise maximum restraint, o
| uphobd intemational kw, nd
| to respect the territorial in
| tegrity of all brotherly na-
| thons,* h-!li'. adiding that o
| thee egion from o devps
| ening crisis, we unge negoti-
|ald solithons that choose
| peace: and restradnt.

The president said that to
| this end we appeeciate the of
|forts of all those mlntﬂ.ﬂ

:!hﬂ sought to de-escalale a
| conflict bitween two machear
| nelghbours in South Ask,
| paticularly those who took
| the bead inbrokering a cease-
| | fire 10 end & devastating war
!llﬂ couild have engulfed the
...m gobe. ] note with sat-
| isfaction that in the past year,
| Pakistan and the US have
|opened new for b

] discipline, tuming India's
attack iinto o bndmark strate-
e victory,

Similardy, responding to
thyis sitsches by the Afighan Tal-
iban reghme on the night of
Febmary 26 the armed
forces acted decisivedy,

He saied the political leal-
emship stood united and the
people stood resolute, and
expressad gratitude to the se
ourity forces, inchading nmmy,
air force, navy, Rangers,
Frontier Corps, police serv-
e and intelligence agencies
for both the sucoessful mili-
tary encounters.

He sl that wihile visiting
the families of the martyred
soldiers, he felt the sane pain
as he did at the tive of the
martyrdom of his wife Sha-
heed Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto, *This was not just a
military victory; it was an ex-
pression of our national me-
solve in crisis... We bravely
repulsed Indian's aggression
el emenged victorious, both
militarily aned diphomatically.
Our decisive and principled

waes acknowledged
by world capitals, beyond a
shadow of any doubd.”

Responding to the state-
ments by Indian leaders of
preparing for another war, he
sadd that, being a Ufelong ad-
vocate for regional peace, he
woueld not recomamend that,

Besldes appreciating the
deepened ties with the Gulf'
countries, Azerbaijan and
Turkdye, the president said
that  the Pakistan-Saudi
Strategic Mutial Defence
Agreement was a new mike-
storwe in the region,

Similarty, he said the iron-
clad relationship with China
heul sscended to new heights
in all areas as CPEC 20
would revolutionise Pak-
istan’s infrastructure.

He said the entire nation
was thankful to China for its
solidarity with Paldstan dur-

ing Maarine-Haq' and Presi-
dent Xi Jinping for advancing
the shuwredd obsectives of secu-
rity and conmectivity

Highlighting the suffer-
ings of the Pabestinian people
and the destruction of Gaza,
of- Zardart refterated Pakistan's
unchanged principled stance
of supporting the creation of
an independent and undi-
vided state of Palestine with
borders as before 1967 and
with Al-Quds Al Sharif as its
capital

He congratiulated thi peo-
ple of Bangladesh on holding
ections and forming a new
lowmmml saying thu LI\.-

| strateghe cooperation, invest:
| ment and sconomic pastiner-
| ships. The coming year will
| b v miore productive,” he

On Maarka-e-Hap, the

Ilpmdllrnf skl that Pakistan

|initially showed rostraint
| amid Indian vielation of Pak-
hdm\l sovervignty, but biter
i!q armed forces acted wilh

polsed 1o become nvad.h-r
and stronger.

The president said sus-
tainable regonal peace -
quires dialogue and respect
for intemational law.

On the [ssue of water se-
curity having emerged as a
strutegic concern, he said
India’s atterpts o manipu-
Lt river flows and engage in

iresslon pequires  careful,
borggderm policy planning
He sid India’s illegal se-
thores that place the Indis Wa-
ters Treaty in abeyance is
plain and simple hydro-ler-
rorsn-a weaponisation of
vital water flows to exert po-
litical keverage. “This hl.lmt

miust therefore focus on in-
clusive growth, jobs and di-
rect relief.” he said, calling for
ransparency in ation and
expenditure, widening of tax
base and adoption of tech-
nology and Innovation to -
shape the economy.
Emphasising the ﬂu-:'mf

I for

and humanitarian law not
only jeopardises Pakistan's
agricubiral economy but sig-
nals a dangerous escalation
in India’s strategy to desta-
Dl the reggion,” he sabd.

President Zardari said
rivers symbolise ife and in-
ternational kaw does not per-
it the unibateral blockage of
water. “This is not merely a
bilateral ssue,” he said
adding that the stabity of the
region also depends on a web

I reforms as o pr
industrial nevival, he said the
climate-resiliont agriculture,

Following uproviked ng-
gression along the Pak-
Afghanistan border, Fitna al-
Khwarlj and the Afghan
Taliban regime are Mcng a
comprehensive setback on all
fromts, they sakd

Meanwhile, in Landikotal,
two nortar shells fired from
Afghan temitory struck a res
idential ara, injuring four
members of a family, local

water managenient and coor  sources sakd

dinatesd policy wene strtegic
imperatives.

President Zardari also
strvssaed the pevd 10 grow the
Benagir Income Support Pro-

gramme 10 empower the Sad

poor, besides dismantling
Ibarriers to women's progress,
ensuring their safety, digital
access and financial inde-

of trans-boundary water-
sharing practices. I one
treaty is flouted, many others
acroas other bonders may
abso suffer the same fate, We
will defend our water rights
with unity, resolve, strength
and legal charity,” he sabd,
Zardari said as president
vlected by both Houses of
Partiament and all provincial
assemblics, he wis constity-
tionally bound 1o safegy

He o] theat Quiabedi-Azam
Mubarnmad Al Jinnah envi-
sioned a democratic state
rooted in constitutionalism
and the rule of law while Sha-
vl Zudfikar Ali Bhutto gave
this nation its unanimous
Constitution and Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
strengthened the democ rtic
process through sacrifice and
exemplry keadership.

He also highlighted that

the unity of the federation
and Parlinment.

He sabd provincial suton-
omy under the Constitution
has strengthened participa-
tory govermance and o strong
federation does not requine
contralisation but i requires
eoordination and constitu-
tional forums such as the
Councll of Comemon Interests
(CID must function effec-
tively.

Speaking on te isases re-
lating to naturl resources,
fiscal distribution, enengy co-
ordination and water man-
agement, the president sadd
these must be mesolved
through  consultation. “A
functioning and harmonious
federntion also requines an ef -
fickent and expuitable distribu-
tion of resources. | look for-
ward to a just and equitable
National Finance Commis-
sion Award in the coming

" e s,
Emphasising special at-
tention  for Balochistan

provinee, Iu-nuhh.l aumdidst
efforts 1o ds i

while being the president, he
unilaterally returned the
Presidency’s powers to the
Housess of Partiament as eoni-
sdoned in the 1073 Constity-
tion.

“Throagh the historie 1th
Aanenciment, today the Presi-
dency stands as the symbol
of the unity of the foderation-
a bridge between the federat-
ing units and a guardian of
the constitutional vws that
i us alll,” e e,

e sl that with the start
of the new parliamentary
year, our priosities nuest be 1o
protect sovercignty, elimi-
nate terrorism, build on eco-
nomic stability. "Let us pre-
serve the unity displayed in
moments of trial. Let us insti-
tuthonalise pefonm. Let us en-
sure that macro-cconomic
gains translate into house
hold relief. Lot us safeguard
our borders while eneating
opportunities within,® Presi-
dent Zardark urged.

Thee sesssion was attended
by Prime Minister Shehbaz

and bers of the

ches fuelid by forelgn prox-
fis, the gentiine socal and
economic grievances of the
Baloch people were also
Iirg ackbrossad. The peophe
of Balochistan are and must
remain full pastners in Pak-
istany’

Nathonal Assembly and Sen-
ate, while in the galledes
were provincdal governors
el chidel mindsters and diplo-
mals

Meanwhile, Federl Min-
ister for Information and
Broad llah Tarar

s progss, hi sddesd.
Highlighting the country’s
economic outhook, he com-

said that Pakistani security
forces killed 435 Afghan Tl

mwndied the govemment for
stevring the economy out of a
virtual collapse, clting im-
prosed indicatons.

“But this is a first step on
A joumey to sustabned, peo-
ple-centric  growth. Our
salaried classes, pensoners,
Iabourers and small traders
hawe endurd a long night of

| | ding professi what to waler ag- hardship. The next phase
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b I and de-
stroyed 188 posts during Up-
eration Ghazab Ll Haqy'
(Righteous Fury), launched
in response Lo "unprovoked
action” from across the bor-
der.

Sharing a sumanary of the
Afghan Taliban regime's
Tosses at 300 pan on Monday,
Tarnr sadd that more than 630/
Afghan operatives were in-
jured during “Operation
Gihazab Lil Ha',

The minister stated that
158 tanks and armored vehi-

Thvey sl that thee mvortars.

were fired from the
Alghanistan side at around
G 17pm and struck Malik Ja-
hangir Kallay in Khyber
ukhel.
They said Ajmal Khan
Afridi, his brother Logman,
Romanga and Taimur were in-
jured in the incident.

The injured were nushed
to the District Headquarters
Hospital in Landikotal, where
they were provided urgent
medical Lread ment.

Authorities in  Khyber
Pukhtunkbwa condemned
the mostar attack and called
for hetghtened security mas-
ures Lo protect civilians living
near the volatile frontier.

Meanwhile, o blast was
heard from the direction of a
military bass in Afghanistan’s
key city Kandahar on Mon-
day, s AFP journalist sald,
s Afghan and Pakistani
foroes clashed at the border.

A Jet flew over the south-
em city, which is home 1o
Afghanistan’s SUpree
leader, before the explosion
and subsequent gundine.

Pakistan has acknowl-
edged bombing Kandahar
and the capital Kabul since
Afghan forces lanched a
border offensive on Thurs-
clay, but el ot imamwediatedy
comment on the Litest blast,

Anti-alrcraft guns and
small arms fire were also
heard by AFP journalists in
Kabul before dawn on Mon-
day. City police reponted the
situation “remains normal®,

Acconding to Rewters,
Afghan police sald late Sun-
day that Pakistani jets had
targeted Bagram alr base
outside  Kabul, claiming
there were no casualties or

Bagram air base, locaied
north of Kabul, was the
largest US military base in
Afghanistan and once the
centreplioce of US and NATO
military operations during
the 20-year war.

At the Torkham border
crossing, the information de-
pantivent sald “both sidis
have bevn engaged in fight-
ing” with “light and heavy
wenpons”.

Meanwhile,  FPakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) Vice
President and Parismentary
Leader in the Senate Senator
Sherry Rehanan paid tibute
to President Zardari for his
ninth address to the joint
session of Parliament, de-
scribing it as a powerful re
Nection of national dignity,
unity, and democratic conti
nuity.

“The president’s address
was a symbol of national
confidence and institutional
strength, She mmmlmdvd

cles were d
the operation, 31 Afghan
posts were capured, and 51
locations across Afghanistan
were successiully targeted in
i strikes.

Tarar described the oper-
ation as a decisive response
10 aggression, undemscoring
the scale of losses inflicted
on the Afghan Taliban

e,

Meanwhile, Pak Armed
Forces destroyed an ammu-
mition depot belonging o
Fitra al-Khwardj and the
Adghan Taliban in Khost dur-
ing the ongoing *Operation
Ghazab Lil Haqy' in response,
to the Afghan Taliban"s un-
prrovoked aggressdon

Security sources said that
the Pakistani Armed Forces
launched strong and eflective
retalialory actions in re
sponse o aggression by the
Afghan Taliban.

AT

d during| hisun

to safeguanding Pakistan’s
sovereignty and national se
curity, noting that his clear
and firm stance on key secu-
rity challenges demonstrated
principled leadership at a
critical time,” she said in a
statement on Monday,

PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardar and Punjab
Chiel Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif exchanged a
condiad greeting in the comi-
dors of ParBament House on
Monday, drawing attention
amdd the evolving political
e scapa

Bilawal greeted Maryam
with the words, “Hello,
madam chief minister,” and
exchanged

The Punjab CM e
sponded warmly, and the
two leaders exchanged
pleasantries before proceed-
ing in dif ferent directions.




