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attack” and also recommended 
that Indian nationals currently in 
Pakistan “return to India at the 
earliest.”

Pakistan has condemned the 
attack and denied involvement. At 
a news conference Tuesday, For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar accused 
India of a “blame game” without 
proof. The country’s National Se-
curity Committee described In-
dia’s response as “unilateral, un-
just, politically motivated, ex-
tremely irresponsible and devoid 
of legal merit.”

India and Pakistan have fought 
three wars over the disputed 
territory, and armed insurgents 
in Kashmir have spent decades 
fighting against Indian control. 
Thousands of civilians have been 
killed in the violence or caught in 
the crosshairs of the dispute.

In 2019, the two countries 
came to the brink of war after a 
Pakistan-based militant group 
claimed responsibility for a mas-

majority enclave, was the deadli-
est attack against civilians in the 
region in more than a decade. 
The attack outside the town of 
Pahalgam, which coincided with 
Vice President JD Vance’s visit to 
India, threatens the fragile 2021 
ceasefire between India and Paki-
stan that ended fighting at the de 
facto border between Indian- and 
Pakistani-held Kashmir.

The nuclear-armed neighbors 
both claim Kashmir and adminis-
ter separate parts of it; India has 
long accused Pakistan of support-
ing militants in the area it admin-
isters.

Indian Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Thursday vowed to 
pursue the perpetrators of the 
attack “to the ends of the earth,” 
without identifying them or nam-
ing Pakistan. India’s Foreign Min-
istry said in a statement that the 
move to revoke all existing visas 
to Pakistani nationals came “in 
the wake of the Pahalgam terror 

BY VICTORIA BISSET

India and Pakistan revoked vi-
sas for each other’s citizens Thurs-
day as diplomatic tensions escalat-
ed two days after a deadly shooting 
attack on a mountain town in 
Indian-administered Kashmir 
killed at least 26 people.

Pakistan announced it was sus-
pending trade with India and 
closing its airspace to all Indian-
owned or -operated airlines, 
while India’s Foreign Ministry 
said that all Pakistani nationals 
were to leave the country before 
their visas expired in the next few 
days. On Wednesday, India had 
closed the main land border be-
tween the two countries and sus-
pended a key water-sharing trea-
ty — something Pakistani officials 
described as “an act of water 
warfare.”

Tuesday’s attack on tourists in 
a scenic mountainous valley in 
the Kashmir region, a Muslim-

India, Pakistan escalate diplomatic 
tensions after attack in Kashmir

ra, of the Institutional Revolu-
tionary Party in the lower house of 
Congress.

Sheinbaum told reporters that 
the U.S. ads were “discriminato-
ry,” and pledged a new law prohib-
iting foreign “propaganda” in me-
dia that use public airwaves. Her 
party, Morena, holds an over-
whelming majority in Congress 
and is expected to swiftly pass the 
measure.

Until now, Sheinbaum has 
maintained a balancing act with 
Trump, trying to placate him 
while publicly insisting he respect 
Mexico. She’s sent thousands 
more Mexican troops to the bor-
der to halt illegal migration and 
fentanyl shipments, and trans-
ferred 29 high-level drug traffick-
ers to the United States in a dra-
matic operation in February.

With the ads, however, she 
balked.

“President Sheinbaum has ac-
ceded to almost everything 
Trump has asked of her. At the 
same time, she’s maintained a 
narrative of [Mexico’s] sovereign-
ty, of respect, that they [the Trump 
team] treat us well,” said Martha 
Bárcena, a former Mexican am-
bassador to Washington. The 
Noem commercials “appeared to 
undercut this narrative about sov-
ereignty.”

Natalia Banulescu-Bogdan, 
deputy director of the interna-
tional program at the nonpartisan 
Migration Policy Institute, said 
that such deterrence campaigns 
have historically produced few 
results because the government is 
not viewed as a neutral actor. In 
addition, Noem’s message pro-
vides few alternatives to migrants 
who had considered entering or 
leaving the United States.

“The issue is, there is very little 
trust between the migrant com-
munity and the Trump adminis-
tration,” Banulescu-Bogdan said. 
The ads focus on the administra-
tion’s priorities, she said — “so 
there’s actually very little here in 
terms of new information for mi-
grants themselves.”

leVine and Schaffer reported from 
washington.
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MEXICO CITY — A Trump admin-
istration publicity campaign 
aimed at discouraging illegal mi-
gration is off to a rocky start, with 
Mexico’s government calling for 
the ads to be pulled and promis-
ing to ban such foreign “propa-
ganda” in the future.

The ads are part of an unusual, 
multimillion-dollar initiative 
paid for with U.S. taxpayer dol-
lars. Shortly after taking office, 
Kristi L. Noem, the secretary of 
Homeland Security, announced 
the campaign, aimed at encourag-
ing undocumented immigrants in 
the United States to self-deport, 
and warning foreigners against 
attempting to slip over the border.

But the campaign has raised 
questions in the United States 
about its overtly political messag-
ing and its price tag — up to $200 
million over two years. The ads 
are appearing at a time when Elon 
Musk’s U.S. DOGE Service, which 
stands for Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency, is slashing feder-
al jobs.

In Mexico, it’s been blasted by 
politicians across the ideological 
spectrum, including President 
Claudia Sheinbaum. In the past 
three months, the leftist leader 
has sought to satisfy many of 
President Donald Trump’s de-
mands on curbing migration and 
the flow of illegal fentanyl. Trump 
in turn has called her “a wonder-
ful woman” and made conces-
sions on tariffs.

Now, though, at Sheinbaum’s 
urging, Mexico’s Congress is ex-
pected to fast-track a law that 
would outlaw transmission of the 
ads on major TV and radio chan-
nels — in addition to other foreign 

government “propaganda.”
“Mexico stands for diversity, 

inclusion and rights,” Sheinbaum 
told reporters this week. “Our 
sovereignty must be respected.”

Noem ads thank Trump for 
border crackdown

So far, the commercials have 
been broadcast in Mexico, Guate-
mala, Honduras and El Salvador, 
in addition to the United States. 
Tricia McLaughlin, a spokesper-
son for DHS, said plans call for the 
ads to air in Mandarin, Spanish, 
Russian, Hindi and Portuguese, 
on broadcast and digital chan-
nels, including Spanish-language 
Telemundo and Univision.

McLaughlin said the ad cam-
paign was working.

“The data shows the world is 
hearing our message. Border 
crossings have reached the lowest 
ever recorded,” she said in a state-
ment to The Washington Post. 
“Migrants are turning back before 
they even reach our borders.”

Border arrests reached a record 
high in 2023, before plummeting 
during the last year of the Biden 
administration. Analysts credited 
tougher U.S. asylum restrictions 
and stepped-up enforcement in 
Mexico and Panama for the de-
cline. Detentions of illegal border-
crossers have further tumbled 
since Trump took office.

This is not the first time the 
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity has launched a publicity cam-
paign to discourage migrants 
from crossing the border. In 2022, 
the Biden administration paid for 
a digital ad program aimed at 
migrants from Honduras and 
Guatemala. It was called “Say No 
to the Coyote,” and focused on 
how smugglers trick and abuse 
migrants.

The current commercials, how-

Mexico moves to ban 
Noem’s ‘discriminatory’ 
ads on illegal migration

close to separatists have since 
been fired, jailed or warned to 
stay silent.

Shaiq hussain and haq Nawaz khan 
contributed to this report.

revoked the semiautonomous 
status of Indian-administered 
Kashmir and imposed sweeping 
security measures. As The Wash-
ington Post has reported, Kash-
miris deemed too vocal or too 

sive suicide bombing targeting 
paramilitary forces in Indian-
controlled Kashmir — prompting 
India, and then Pakistan, to 
launch cross-border airstrikes.

Later the same year, India 
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An Indian paramilitary soldier stands guard Thursday at a lake in Indian-administered Kashmir.

ever, look more like political ads. 
They feature video of Trump giv-
ing speeches, signing orders and 
saluting military officers. In a 
voice-over for one ad, Noem as-
serts that the United States previ-
ously had “weak leadership” on 
the border, “flooding our commu-
nities with drugs, human traffick-
ing and violent criminals.”

“It is more political messaging 
than we’ve seen in the past, to 
have a secretary there, and giving 
so much credit to the president,” 
said Kate Mills, a former senior 
ICE official in the Obama admin-
istration.

Immigration analysts and for-
mer officials — including those 
from Republican administrations 
— have said that ads to deter 
migration are largely ineffective, 
with border-crossers making 
their decisions based on their 
chances of reaching the United 
States, getting jobs and escaping 
poverty and violence in their 
homelands.

The new U.S. ad campaign “is a 
perfect example of wasteful gov-

ernment spending that DOGE 
should cut,” said David Bier, direc-
tor of immigration studies at the 
libertarian Cato Institute.

McLaughlin has said that the 
ads are intended to save money by 
convincing people to self-deport.

Noem said earlier this year that 
Trump had instructed her on how 
to fashion the campaign.

“He said: ‘I want you in the ads, 
and I want your face in the ads,’” 
Noem recalled at the Conserva-
tive Political Action Conference, 
adding that Trump told her for the 
first ad: “I want you to thank me 
for closing the border.”

Mexican politicians say the 
ads insult migrants

The commercials started run-
ning in Mexico several weeks ago 
on YouTube, according to Mexi-
can press reports. But they only 
grabbed the political spotlight 
last weekend, when one ad aired 
during a prime-time match be-
tween Mexican soccer league 
champion Club América and the 
Mazatlán team broadcast by the 

country’s top network, Televisa.
In the ad, Noem thanked 

Trump for his border crackdown 
and told immigrants: “If you 
come here and you break our 
laws, we will hunt you down.” The 
ad was in English, with Spanish 
subtitles.

Mexico is both a key partner in 
detaining U.S.-bound migrants 
from Central and South America, 
and a major source itself of undoc-
umented laborers crossing the 
border. Mexican politicians rou-
tinely lavish praise on the hard-
working “paisanos” in the north, 
who send back nearly $65 billion a 
year to help their families.

After Saturday night’s soccer 
match, Mexican opposition politi-
cians seized on what they called 
an insulting portrayal of migrants 
in the DHS ad, and accused Shein-
baum of failing to defend her 
citizens.

“Where is the diplomatic note? 
Where is the response via interna-
tional law? Why didn’t we recall 
the Mexican ambassador to Wash-
ington?” demanded Rubén Morei-
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Migrants walk into Mexico after being deported from the U.S. at a border bridge in Tijuana on Jan. 21.
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Three Senate Democrats called 
on Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth 
on Thursday to account for the 
scores of civilians reportedly killed 
in recent U.S. military strikes 
meant to target Houthi militants 
in Yemen.

Sens. Chris Van Hollen (Mary-
land), Elizabeth Warren (Massa-
chusetts) and Tim Kaine (Vir-
ginia) warned Hegseth that Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s repeated 
claim that he would be a “peace-
maker” in his second term “rings 
hollow.”

Such a “serious disregard” for 
life calls into question the Trump 
administration’s ability to conduct 
military operations “in accor-
dance with U.S. best practices for 
civilian harm mitigation and in-
ternational law,” the senators told 
Hegseth in a letter obtained by The 
Washington Post.

A spokesman for Hegseth, Sean 
Parnell, did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment.

In a statement, a defense official 
indicated that the Defense Depart-
ment is “aware of reports” that U.S. 
strikes in Yemen have led to civil-
ian casualties and “takes these al-
legations very seriously and has a 
process to review them” — a refer-
ence to guidelines enacted under 
Trump’s predecessor requiring 
regular public reports on civilian 
harm cases.

Since early 2024, the United 
States has been engaged in what 
the military has described as a 

predominantly defensive cam-
paign against Yemen’s Houthis, an 
Iranian-backed group that con-
trols much of western Yemen. In 
response to Israel’s war in Gaza, 
Yemeni militants launched a sus-
tained assault months earlier on 
U.S. and foreign ships traversing 
the narrow Red Sea shipping lane 
off their coast, imperiling global 
commerce.

Monitoring groups say the 
Trump administration has shifted 
the approach, moving from main-
ly striking Houthi military infra-
structure to targeting its leaders. 
According to Airwars, a Britain-
based watchdog organization, U.S. 
strikes were estimated to have 
killed 27 to 55 Yemeni civilians in 

March. The estimated casualty toll 
in April to date is believed to be 
much higher.

So far the Trump administra-
tion appears to be “choosing tar-
gets that pose a more direct risk to 
civilians and may indicate a higher 
tolerance to the risk of civilian 
harm,” Airwars said this month.

The United Nations assessed 
that casualties, a term that encom-
passes both those killed or injured 
in a military operation, tripled 
from February to March to a total 
of 162, the senators wrote in their 
letter. “In addition, the strikes 
have moved beyond targeting 
Houthi missile launch sites to hit-
ting urban areas,” including civil-
ian infrastructure, they added.

A U.S. strike last week on a fuel 
depot in the Yemeni port of Ras Isa 
— which U.S. Central Command 
described as “not intended to 
harm the people of Yemen” — 
killed more than 70 people, ac-
cording to Houthi leaders and lo-
cal news reports. The Post could 
not independently verify that fig-
ure.

The senators have implored 
Hegseth to account for the num-
ber of Yemeni civilians killed so far 
and asked him to describe the ef-
forts that the Defense Department 
has undertaken to avoid such 
casualties. They also asked wheth-
er the department is even tracking 
reported civilian deaths after the 
Trump administration’s recent 
steps to curtail civilian protection 
activities set up at the Pentagon 
under President Joe Biden.

Hegseth, a combat veteran and 
former Fox News personality, has 
voiced disdain for restrictions im-
posed on U.S. forces’ ability to op-
erate and said he supports “rules of 
war for winners.”

“Our enemies should get bul-
lets, not attorneys,” he wrote in his 
2024 book “The War on Warriors,” 
lamenting that suspected fighters 
captured by U.S. forces benefited 
from access to attorneys.

During his confirmation hear-
ing in January, Hegseth was asked 
whether the U.S. military under 
his leadership would abide by the 
Geneva Conventions and prohibi-
tions on torture. “What we are not 
going to do,” Hegseth responded, 
is put international conventions 
above Americans.

“I am extremely concerned that 
this administration is eliminating 
the safeguards we use to prevent 
civilian casualties, and that we use 
to ensure accountability with in-
ternational humanitarian law,” 
Van Hollen, the lead author of the 
letter, said in an interview Thurs-
day.

Such conduct runs counter to 
American values, he added, but it 
also threatens American security 
interests. “As military leaders have 
made clear: If you don’t minimize 
the loss of civilian life, not only are 
you potentially violating interna-
tional humanitarian law, but 
you’re undermining the goals of 
your mission.” In Yemen, “you only 
fuel more anger at America among 
the population when you kill 
scores of civilians … [and] you risk 
the Houthis gaining more recruits 
to their cause.”

The administration’s efforts to 
dismantle civilian harm mecha-
nisms will “undermine years of 
work to learn from past mistakes 
and improve how the U.S. prevents 
and responds to civilian harm — 
work that actually began under 
the first Trump administration,” 
said Annie Shiel, U.S. advocacy 
director at Center for Civilians in 
Conflict, noting that many of those 
efforts arose from bipartisan legis-
lation passed by Congress.

Yemen, one of the world’s poor-
est countries, has long command-
ed outsize global attention as a 
hotbed for al-Qaeda militants and 
other extremist activity. And suc-
cessive U.S. administrations — 
particularly that of President Ba-

rack Obama — have drawn inter-
national outrage for civilian casu-
alties that have resulted from U.S. 
drone strikes or other assaults on 
suspected militants.

Lawmakers from both parties 
grew increasingly outraged during 
the nearly decade-long bombard-
ment of the Houthis by Saudi Ara-
bia and the United Arab Emirates, 
who carried out the campaign us-
ing U.S.-supplied weapons. The 
carnage fueled a humanitarian cri-
sis that, together with the bom-
bardment, resulted in the deaths 
of hundreds of thousands of Yem-
enis, according to the U.N. and 
humanitarian groups.

The Trump administration’s in-
tensified offensive in Yemen ap-
pears to have rankled some influ-
ential voices within the GOP, who 
have warned of endless wars and 
depleted U.S. weapons stockpiles 
at a time when many national se-
curity experts say the U.S. should 
be prepared for a potential conflict 
with China.

“Why did we have to do this? Is it 
part of our constitution that we 
must be bombing someone at all 
times?” far-right commentator 
and Trump ally Ann Coulter wrote 
on social media last month.

Trump’s vice president, JD 
Vance, argued against the strikes 
in a private exchange with Heg-
seth and several other senior ad-
ministration officials that was in-
advertently shared with the Atlan-
tic magazine’s top editor last 
month.

“I think we are making a mis-
take,” Vance wrote.

Senators urge Hegseth to account for civilians killed in strikes on Houthis 
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A coffin bearing the remains of a person reportedly killed in a 
recent strike is brought to a cemetery Wednesday in Sanaa, Yemen.
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