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To probe coal import irregularities 

Govt. appoints 
three-member 
Commission 
BY SULOCHANA RAMIAH MOHAN 

President Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake has appointed a 
three -member Pres ident ial 
Commission of Inqu iry to 
examine a lleged irregu larities, 
unlawful activities, and possible 
financial mismanagement in Sri 
Lanka's coa l procurement and 
coa l-based electr ic ity generation 
sector 

The inquiry w ill cover the entire 
period from the inception of coa l-based power 
generation in Sri Lanka up to 16 April 2026, w ith a 
particular focus on procurement processes, supply 
mechanisms, quali ty contro l, and related 
adm inistrative procedures handled through the State­
owned Lanka Coa l Company (Pvt) Ltd and its 
successor entities 

Continued on Page 2 

Historic academic milestone 

45 university 
entrants from 
Chenkalady Central 
BY SUBAJAN - BATTICALOA CORRESPONDENT 

Chenka ladyCentra l College in the Kalkudah Education 
Zone in the Eastern Province has recorded a historic 
academ ic milestone, w ith 45 students qua lifying for 
university admission from this year's G.C.E. Advanced 
Level (AIL) examinations 

The ach ievement, the highest in the school's history, 
has drawn widespread praise from the loca l commun ity 
and educat ion authorities, reflecting the institution's 
susta ined focus on academic performance 

Continued on Page 2 

CT journalist's post on SL energy crisis 

www.ceylontoday.lk 

Amid Coal Procurement Row 

ENERGY MINISTER, 
MINISTRY 

SECRETARY RESIGN 
Major shake-up at Energy Ministry 

BY SULOCHANA RAMIAH MOHAN AND 
NAALIR JAMALDEEN 

The Ministry of Energy has undergone a 
major shake-up following the resignation of 
Energy Minister Kumara Jayakody and 
Ministry Secretary Prof. Udayanga Hemapa la, 
amid escalat ing controversy over a coa l 
procurement deal that the Government 
estimates has resulted in losses of around Rs 
9.8 billion from on ly three sh ipments of coa l 

Following the two resignations, President 
Anura Kumara Dissanayake has appointed 
G.M.R.D. Aponsu as the new Secretary to the 
Ministry of Energy. Aponsu is a senior officer 

BY SANDASEN MARASINGHE 

The Government of Sr i Lanka has 
extended offic ia l patronage to the 'Walk for 
Peace Programme in Sr i Lanka', a 
nationwide peace march set to commence 
on 22 April w ith the participation of a group 
of Buddh ist monks led by Ven . Pannakara 
Thera, who previously undertook a 110-day 

in the Sr i Lanka Planning Service and 
previously served as Sen ior Add itiona l 
Secretary to the President on Finance and 
Economic Affa irs 

Government offic ials stated that the figure 
reflects a combinat ion of losses linked to 
disputed coa l sh ipments and the potent ial 
forfeiture of a performance bond, a financial 
guarantee meant to safeguard against 
supplier default. Deputy Energy Minister 
Muhammadu llyas sa id the estimate is based 
on three affected coa l sh ipments and the 
bond va lue, noting that the final loss cou ld 
increase pending laboratory test results on 
coa l qua lity 

Continued on Page 2 

FMMslams 
CID over legal 
request to X 

peace wa lk across l O States in the U.S., from >'---....._,c..J,r ,;, 

Sr i Lanka's Free Media Movement (FMM) has 
condemned the Cr iminal Investigat ion Department 
(CID) over its reported request to X (former ly Twitter) 
concern ing a Ceylon Today journalist's post on the 
country's energy crisis 

In a statement issued yesterday (18), the FMM said 
journalist Su lochana Ramiah Mohan had received an 
email from X in form ing her that the p latform had 
received a legal request from the CID regarding content 
shared v ia her account @sulorammohan 

Continued on Page 2 

Texas to Wash ington 
The programme will commence on 21 

April w ith blessings at the sacred Jaya Sri 
Maha Bodhi in Anuradhapura. A sapling of 
the Sr i Maha Bodh i, obta ined with the 
blessings of the Atamasthana custod ians 
and the Maha Sangha, w ill also be carried 
during the march. Following spec ial religious 
observances at the historic Ruwanwelisaya, 
the message of peace w ill be shared with the 
people of the Anuradhapura Distr ict 

The Venerable Theras invite all citizens to 
w itness this historic peace wa lk if they have 
the opportun ity to do so 

Thaiyiddy land survey called off 
Landowners left frustrated 
BY T. PRATHEEPAN 

A planned land survey in the Thaiyiddy 
area of Jaffna, where a controvers ial 
Buddh ist vihara is located, was ca lled off on 
Friday (17), leav ing residents frustrated 

Landowners had been summoned for the 
survey, wh ich was expected to facilitate the 
return of their lands following a Cabinet 
decision. However, the process did not 
proceed as schedu led 

The survey had been arranged follow ing 
recent discussions invo lving offic ials from 
the Land Survey Department, along with the 
Ministers of Justice, Buddha Sasana, and 
Fisheries, and the Government Agent 

Despite landowners gather ing at the s ite, 
officials from the Jaffna Distr ict Survey 
Department and Government Agent 
M. Pratheeban informed them that an 
additional two weeks wou ld be required 
before the survey cou ld be conducted 
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Ex-CEB staff 
protest over unpaid 
retirement benefits 

A group representing more than 2,000 
former employees of the Ceylon 
Electricity Board (CEB) has written to 

BY SULOCHANA RAMIAH MOHAN ~ 

the. Minister of En. ergy, raising urgent ~ 
concerns over the non-payment of W 
retirement benefits and alleged 
administrat ive harassment following their 
ex it under the Vo luntary Retirement Scheme (VRS) 

Continued on Page 2 

Ex-MPs flag 
<illegal, interdiction 
in Parliament 
Raise alarm over Speaker's conduct 

The Assoc iat ion of Former Members of Par liament of Sr i 
Lanka has formally raised serious concerns with lead ing 
in ternationa l bodies-the Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Assoc iat ion, the Inter-Par liamentary Union, and the Office of 
the United Nations High Comm iss ioner for Human Rights­
regarding alarming developments within the Parliament of Sri 
Lanka 

At the centre of these concerns is the illegal and malicious 
interd ict ion of the Deputy Secretary-General of Parliament, 
wh ich the Assoc iation describes as a grave violation of due 
process, natural justice, and institutiona l independence 

Continued on Page 2 

SJB moving to Bribery 
Commission over 
Ministers' Riches 

- Mujibur Rahuman 
BY ANURADHA HERATH 

The Samag i Jana Balawegaya (SJB) is 
preparing to lodge a complaint w ith the 
Comm ission to Investi gate Allegat ions of 
Bribery or Corrupt ion, ca lling for an 
invest igat ion into how severa l 
Government Ministers, inc luding K D Lal 
Kantha, amassed assets, sa id SJB 
Parliamentarian Mujibur Rahuman 

Colombo District MP Rahuman c la imed 
that disclosures made by Minister Lal Kantha indicate assets 
exceed ing Rs 460 million. He questioned the transparency of 
such a s ign ificant increase within a short per iod, noting that it 
raises serious concerns 

Continued on Page 2 

Indian Vice 
President to 
visit SL today 

The 15th Vice President of India and 
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, C.P. 
Radhakrishnan, w ill arr ive in Sri Lanka 
today for a two-day offic ial v is it, marking 
the first -ever bilateral vis it by an Indian 
Vice President to the country 

A senior Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leader from Tamil Nadu, he previously 
served as the Governor of Maharashtra 

Continued on Page 2 
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ENERGY MINISTER, ... 

He further exp lained that Sri 
Lanka has historically not 
returned coa l sh ipments over the 
past 15 years, but has instead 
sought compensation where 
quality standards were not met 
The performance bond in 
question is va lued at 
approximately USD 15 million, 
forming part of the overa ll 
est imated loss 

Minister Bimal Rathnayake 
defended the Government's 
handling of the issue, stat ing that 
initial allegations were not 
accepted without ver ificat ion and 
that overs ight bodies, including 
COPE, had been engaged . He sa id 
a No-Confidence Motion was 
debated in Parliament, after wh ich 
the Government decided to 
appo int a Presidential 
Commission to independent ly 
determine whether corrupt ion or 
procedural lapses had occurred 

Despite the resignations, 
Cabinet Spokesman and Minister 
Vijitha Herath rejected c laims that 
Jayakody had been suspended 
due to an investigation. " It is 

incorrect to say that the Minister 
has been suspended . He has on ly 
been relieved of his duties," he 
sa id, adding that the Criminal 
In vest igation Department (CID) 
has not yet made any findings 
confirming the allegations 

Herath noted that the 
resignations were intended to 
facilitate an independent and 
transparent inquiry by the newly 
appointed Presidential 
Commission, wh ich will exam ine 
coa l procurement processes and 
related transactions 

The resignations have triggered 
strong political reactions. ITAK 
MP M.A. Sumanth iran we lcomed 
the move but cr itic ised the 
Government for previously 
defending the Minister despite 
acknowledging issues with coa l 
quality. He also referred to 
ongoing proceedings before the 
Commission to Invest igate 
Allegations of Bribery or 
Corruption (CIABOC), ca lling for 
greater accountability 

Opposition MP Namal 
Rajapaksa sa id the resignation 

came too late and questioned 
whether it wou ld compensate for 
losses already incurred . He 
further critic ised the President's 
decision to appoint Jayakody 
despite past allegations 

Former State Minister Harsha 
de Silva also weighed in, accusing 
authorities of misrepresenting 
internat ional energy pricing 
discussions and caut ion ing 
against politicising technical 
econom ic matters 

The Centre for Policy 
Alternatives (CPA) stressed that 
public offic ials must uphold the 
highest standards of integrity and 
that any allegations of 
irregu larities must be addressed 
swiftly to maintain public trust 

At a Cabinet media briefing, 
Government Spokesman Nalinda 
Jayatissa sa id no decision has 
yet been taken regarding the 
resignation of other offic ials, 
inc luding the Chairman of Lanka 
Coal Company, adding that such 
decisions wou ld depend on the 
outcome of ongoing 
invest igat ion s 

Responding to concerns about 
future supply, officials stated that 
orders have been placed for 22 
coa l sh ipments, of wh ich 15 to 16 
have already arrived. An additional 
five sh ipments are expected under 
emergency procurement 
Author ities expressed confidence 
that, despite concerns over coa l 
quality, supply continuity wou ld be 
maintained 

Officials also noted that coa l 
unloading has historically 
continued into June in some 
years, and current dry weather 
cond itions may allow extended 
unloading operations if required 

The Government sa id the 
Presidential Commission w ill 
have full powers to invest igate the 
matter, and that both the media 
and the public can subm it 
information or raise concerns 
before it. Officials emphasised 
that the inquiry process wou ld 
remain ind ependent, w ith no 
political interference 

Minister Herath further c larified 
that any findings or 
recommendations of the 
Commission wou ld be presented to 
Parliament, where final decisions 
on action, inc luding possible 
penalties, wou ld be taken in 
accordance with ex ist ing laws 

The coa l procurement 
controversy, now under multiple 
invest igations, has become a 
major political fla shpoint, raising 
broader concerns about 
transparency, accountability, and 
governance in Sri Lanka's energy 
sector 

Ex-MPs flag ... Govt. appoints three-member ... 
According to the Association , the 

interd ict ion was imposed without lawfu l 
authority through the Parliamentary Staff 
Advisory Committee (PSAC), a body lacking 
legal power to take such disciplinary action 
The process was further undermined by a 
procedurally flawed and unauthorised 
preliminary inquiry, rendering the ent ire 
action inva lid from incept ion 

Critically, the Assoc iation states that this 
interd ict ion was not an independent 
administrative decision, but the result of the 
direct personal intervention of the Speaker of 
Parliament, Jagath Wickramaratn e, 
amounting to a ser ious abuse of authority 

"Th is is not merely an adm inistrat ive 
irregu larity - it is a direct assault on the rule 
of law and the independ ence of Parliament," 
sa id Pemasiri Manage, Secretary of the 
Association 

The seriousness of the s ituation is further 
underscored by the withdrawal of the 
Attorney General of Sr i Lanka from 
representing the Speaker in the relevant 
Court of Appeal proceedings, reportedly due 
to sign ificant procedural irregularities. The 
Speaker has since retained private legal 
counse l 

"The withdrawa l of the Attorney General 
c lear ly indicates the ser ious legal defects 
underlying this interd ict ion," Manage added 

The Association further emphasises that 
the interd ict ion is not an iso lated inc ident, 
but part of a broader pattern of actions 
arising from the ongoing interference of the 
Speaker in the administration of Parliament 

The following key issues have also been 
attributed to such interference 

Arbitrary cance llation of pension 
entitlements of former Members of 
Parliament, carried out w ithout due process 
or legal justification; 

Discrimination and harassment w ithin 
parliamentary administration, inc luding 
serious allegations affecting sen ior offic ials 
and female staff members, creating an 
unsafe and hostile work ing environment; 

Erosion of inst itutional independence and 
due process, inc luding the bypassing of 
estab lished adm inistrat ive procedures and 
concentration of authority in a manner 
incons istent w ith democratic governance 

"These developments have arisen as a 
direct consequence of the Speaker's 
interference in the adm in istrat ive affairs of 
Parliament, undermining its independence 
and cred ibility," the Association stated 

In its commun ications, the Association 
has ca lled upon the internationa l commun ity 
to 

Monitor the s ituation in Sr i Lanka's 
Parliament; 

Seek c larification from the Speaker and 
relevant authorities; 

Support independent review of 
administrative and judicial processes; 

Promote accountability and restoration of 
inst itutiona l integrity 

"The illega l interd ict ion of the Deputy 
Secretary-General is a clear manifestation of 
a deeper inst itutiona l cr is is that threatens 
democratic governance in Sr i Lanka," the 
statement emphasised 

The Association reaffirmed its 
commitment to upholding democratic va lues 
and indicated its readiness to provide further 
documentation and evidence to international 
bodies as required 

Established under the 
Special Presidential 
Commissions of Inquiry Act 
No. 07 of 1978, the 
Commission has been vested 
w ith extensive powers to 
invest igate all coa l-related 
transactions during the 
specified timeframe. It is 
expected to assess whether 
procurement procedures 
were adhered to in line with 
estab lished gu idelin es, 
whether substandard coa l 
was imported, and whether 
any financial losses were 
in curred by the State due to 
procedural lapses, irregu lar 
practices, or contractua l 
breaches 

The Commission will be 
cha ired by Supreme Court 
Justice Gihan Kulatunga, 
w ith Court of Appea l Judge 
Aditya Patabendige and High 
Court Judge Sanjeewa 
Somaratne serv in g as 
members. Former State 
Ministry Secretary P.V 
Bandu lasena has been 
appointed as the Secretary to 
the Commission 

The mandate further 
extends to exam ining the 
roles and responsibilities of 
offic ials, suppliers, and 
relevant inst itution s invo lved 
in the coa l procurement and 
electr ic ity generation cha in 
The Commission is also 
tasked w ith recommending 
lega l, disciplinary, and 
administrative measures, 
alongside structura l reforms 
aimed at strengthen ing 
transparency, accountability, 
and effic iency in public 
procurement within the 
energy sector 

The appointment comes 
amid intens ified political and 
public scrut in y over coa l 
procurement practices, 
particularly in the wake of 
allegations relating to 
substandard imports and 
concerns over cost 
esca lation and operational 
effic iency in power 
generation. The 
developments have already 
triggered administrative 
changes w ithin the Ministry 
of Energy, in c luding the 

Thaiyiddy land ... 

The sudden postponement 
sparked tensions, w ith 
residents express ing 
disappointment and engaging 

in a heated exchange with 
offic ials 

Residents further alleged 
that the Chief Incumbent of 

State patronage ... 
The group of Buddhist 

Monks arrived in Sri Lanka for 
the Sri Lankan segment of the 
'Walk for Peace' at 
Bandaranaike Internat ional 
Airport in Katunayake on 17 
April. The globally beloved 
can ine named 'Aloka' w ill take 
part in the Peace Walk, 
accompanying Ven 
Pannakara Thera. Aloka is a 
rescue dog of Indian or igin 
who became widely known as 
'Aloka the Peace Dog' for 
accompanying the group of 
Monks on their Wa lk for Peace 

The peace wa lk, wh ich 
officially begins on the 

morning of 22 April , after an 
almsgiving in the Sacred City 
of Dambulla, w ill proceed 
through Nau la and Matale (23 
April) , Kandy (24 April) , 
Kadugannawa (25 April) , 
Kegalle and Tholangamuwa 
(26 April), Kajugama and 
Yakkala (27 April) , and Mahara 
and Kelaniya (28 April), 
conc luding at Independence 
Square on 28 April 

Marking the conc lusion of 
the event, the Sri Maha Bodhi 
Sapling carried during the 
march will be ceremon ially 
handed over by President 
Anura Kumara Dissanayake to 

resignation of Energy 
Minister Kumara Jayakody 
and the Ministry Secretary, 
who stepped down in order 
to facilitate a transparent 
and independent 
invest igat ion 

The Government has 
maintained that these 
resignations do not amount 
to an admission of 
wrongdo in g, but are intended 
to ensure an impartial inquiry 
process. At the same time, 
political parties and c iv il 
soc iety organ isat ions have 
ca ll ed for full accountab ility 
and a comprehens ive 
exam inati on of all 
procurement -related 
decisions 

The findings of the 
Commission are expected to 
have s ignificant impli cat ions 
for governance reforms in Sr i 
Lanka's energy sector, 
particularly in strengthen ing 
procurement overs ight 
mechanisms and preventing 
future financial irregu larities 
in large-sca le public 
contracts 

the vihara had lodged a 
complaint w ith the Palaly 
Police, objecting to the survey 
being carr ied out. They 
c laimed this intervention 
contributed to the delay 

Locals also voiced concern 
that certa in individuals were 
acting in a manner that 
undermines Government 
authority 

The Thaiyiddy area was 
previously designated as a 
High Secur ity Zone, and lands 
have been gradua ll y released 
to c ivilians s ince 2010 
However, the construct ion of 
the vihara in 2021 has 
remained a point of content ion 
among residents 

the vis iting Maha Sangha 
from the United States 

A discussion regarding 
State support for the event 
was recently held at the 
Presidential Secretar iat, 
headed by Ven . Dr. Melpitiye 
Wimalakitti Thera, w ith the 
participation of Presidential 
Secretary Dr. Nand ika Sanath 
Kumanayake 

The meeting was attended 
by sen ior government 
offic ials, inc luding secretaries 
to key ministries, sen ior 
presidential advisers, 
representatives from the 
Clean Sri Lanka initiati ve, 
Police authorities, and sen ior 
officers of the Tri -Forces 
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FMMslams ... 
According to the notice, the 

CID c laimed that a post 
linking to one of her articles 
had v iolated Sr i Lankan law 
The post in question 
reportedly shared an article 
titled 'Govt seeks time to 
address power ministry 
issue,' which examined 
concerns surround ing the 
ongoing energy crisis 

X stated that no action had 
been taken on the content at 
this stage 

NEWS ~ 

The FMM said it had 
reviewed both the article and 
the related X post and found 
no illegal content. The media 
rights organisat ion further 
noted that the basis for the 
Cl D's request-whether to 
remove the post or block the 
account-remains unclear 

Condemning the move, the 
FMM described it as a serious 
interference with freedom of 
express ion and sa id it would 
raise the issue with both loca l 
and internat ional 
stakeholders 

45 university entrants ... 
A felicitation ceremony was 

held today to honour the 
successfu l students 
Proceedings began with a 
procession from Chenkalady 
Junction to the school 
premises, where students were 
welcomed by teachers, parents, 
and well -w ishers. The event 
included a formal recognition 
ceremony attended by 
educat ion officials and 
community representatives 

The event was held under the 
patronage of Principal K 
Swarneswaran, w ith Kalkudah 
Zonal Director of Education T. 
Anantharuban attending as 
Chief Guest. Zonal offic ials, 
members of the School 
Development Society, the Old 
Students' Association, and 
parents were also present 

Students from all major 
streams - Arts, Commerce, 
Science, Mathematics, and 

Ex-CEB ... 
In a letter dated 11 April 

2026, the collect ive sa id they 
were facing "severe finan cial 
hardship" more than a month 
after retirement, with neither 
VRS compensation nor 
statutory payments­
including Employees' 
Provident Fund (EPF), 
Employees' Trust Fund (ETF), 
and gratu ity released 

The appeal comes in the 
wake of reforms initiated 
under the Electricity Act, w ith 
the employees noting they had 
supported the restructuring 
process and refrained from 
trade union action despite 
pressure 

"We stood resolutely by the 
Government and refused to 
participate in illegal str ikes," 
the letter stated, adding that 
their cooperat ion was now 
being met w ith what they 
described as "systemic 
revenge tactics" by sections of 
the management 

The group warned that 
many affected families were 
entering the Sinhala and Tamil 
New Year period without any 
income. "For the first time, our 
families have absolutely 
nothing to celebrate," they 
sa id, highlighting the 
immediate economic stra in 

The employees also alleged 

Technology - were among 
those qualifying for university 
entrance, indicating a balanced 
academic performance across 
disciplines 

Addressing the gathering, the 
Chief Guest attributed the 
success to the combined 
efforts of students, teachers, 
and parental support, noting 
that such outcomes contr ibute 
to strengthen ing educational 
standards in the region 

Several students shared their 
experiences during the event, 
highlighting the cha llenges 
faced and the support received 
throughout their academic 
Journey 

The school's latest results 
are expected to serve as 
encouragement for other 
students in the region, 
reinforcing the importance of 
consistent academic effort and 
institutional support 

"vindictive administrative 
marginalisation" s ince the 
appointed date of 9 March 
2026, claiming that VRS 
applicants were being unfairly 
targeted within the 
restructured ent ities 

A key concern raised in the 
letter relates to pension 
elig ibility. The group accused 
certa in management offic ials 
of misinterpreting provisions 
of the CEB Pension Act to deny 
benefits 

They argued that employees 
with 18 years of cont inuous 
service are entitled to receive 
pensions at the age of 55 
under revised criteria, but this 
is not being honoured 

The co llective has ca lled on 
the Minister to intervene 
immed iately to ensure the 
release of all pending 
payments, halt alleged 
retaliatory actions, and 
enforce compliance with the 
relevant legal provisions 
governing pensions 

Copies of the letter have 
also been forwarded to the 
Secretary to the Ministry of 
Energy, the Head of the CEB 
Transition Task Force, and the 
cha irpersons of the newly 
restructured ent ities 

The Ministry of Energy and 
CEB had not issued an official 
response at the time of 
publication 

SJB moving to ... 
Rahuman also pointed out 

that under Sr i Lanka's Ant i­
Corruption Act No. 9 of 2023, 
specifica lly Sect ion 82( l )(e) , 
any change in assets 
exceed ing Rs l O million must 
be declared within one 
month through a new assets 
and liabilities statement 

He stressed that, 
accordingly, the Bribery 
Commission shou ld initiate a 
comprehens ive investigat ion 
into how all Government 
Ministers have amassed 

Indian Vice ... 
During his visit from l 9 to 

20 April , he is scheduled to 
ca ll on President Anura 
Kumara Dissanayake and 
hold discussions with Prime 
Minister Harini Amarasuriya 
He is also expected to meet 
severa l other dignitaries and 
representati ves of the Indian 
Diaspora in Sri Lanka 

Sri Lanka remains a key 

their wea lth. MP Rahuman 
further alleged that the 
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna 
had previously publicised 
and politically leveraged 
asset declarations of former 
Government members during 
elect ion campa igns. However, 
he noted that indiv iduals in 
the current administration 
appear to have amassed even 
larger assets within just a 
year-and-a-ha lf, raising 
further concerns about 
transparency 

partner in India's regional 
outreach, particularly under 
its Vis ion MAHASAGAR and 
the Neighbourhood First 
Policy. The v is it follows a 
ser ies of recent high - level 
engagements between the 
two countries and is expected 
to further strengthen 
longstand ing bilateral 
relations and deep-rooted 
people- to -people ties 
spann ing centuries 


