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Following your most recent 
meeting with President Anura 
Kumara Dissanayake, what 
tangible outcomes can you point 
to-beyond assurances and 
symbolism? 

A: The engagement to date with 
President Anura Kumara Dissanayake 
hassofarremainedlargelyatthelevel 
of assurance and symbolic 
acknowledgement.The initial meeting 
itselfwasnoteasilysecured; despite 
repeated requests since December 
2025,thePresident'sOfficedid not 
facilitateaformalappointment . ltwas 
onlyafterraisingtheissuepubliclythat 
communication channels were 
activated,leadingtoadirectphone 
discussion and the eventual 
arrangementofthemeeting. During 
thatengagement, lconveyedaclear 
position:whileparliamentaryadvocacy 
allowsforstrongrhetoricalarticulation 
ofourcommunity'sconcerns,the 
natureofmyresponsibilityasleaderof 
thelargestrepresentativepartyofthe 
mostmarginalisedrequiresaparallel, 
constructive interface with the 
executive. 

Accordingly, I proposed an 
institutional mechanism-designation 
ofaseniorfocalpointwithinthe 
President's Secretariat to engage 
directly with subject-level teams 
nominated by us. The objective isto 
develop mutually agreed policy 
proposalsinastructuredmanner, 
whichcanthenbeformallysubmitted 
tothePresidentfordirective 
implementation through the relevant 
ministries. ThePresidentagreedtothis 
framework and appointed Prabath 
Chandrakeerthy, hisChiefofStaff,as 
thecoordinatingpointforthi sprocess. 
Healsoemphasisedthatthisisthe 
appropriate pathway for delivering 
tangible solutions. 

You and other hill-country MPs 
have engaged with successive 
Presidents over the years. How 
do you compare or evaluate 
President Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake's approach in 
comparison to theirs? 

A: My political engagement spans 
multipleadministrations, including 
PresidentMaithripalaSirisena's 
Government within the Good 
Governance framework, where our 
primaryinterfacewasthenPrime 
MinisterRanilWickremesinghe. 
ColleaguessuchasMPsPalani 
Thigambaram and V. Radhakrishnan 
alsoworkedcloselywithPresident 
MahindaRajapaksa's administration 
prior to the formation of the TPA. We 
havealsoengagedwithPresident 
ChandrikaBandaranaikeKumaratunga's 
tenure. 

Themostsubstantive policygainsfor 
ourcommunitybeganduringtheperiod 
of Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe, 
whenprogresswasachievedthrough 
Cabinetdecisions,Parliamentary 
processes,legislativeamendments,and 
Gazette notifications. These included 
advancementsinlandrights, housing 
access, andlocalgovernanceand 
administrative structures. While the 
transformation is ongoing and far from 
complete,thatperiodmarkedthe 
beginningofalong-overdueshiftaway 
from a two-century structural 
disadvantage 

lncontrast,duringthecurrent 
administration under President 
Dissanayake, nowinofficefornearly16 
months, expectationsart iculatedatthe 
outsethavenotyettranslatedinto 
comparablepolicydelivery.Thisgap 
between commitments and 
implementationisthereasonfor 
renewed engagement and direct 
remindersatthehighest level.Let's 
waitforhimtobecompared. 

The current Government includes 
several representatives from 
plantation regions. Vet, on the 
ground, workers continue to face 
low wages, heavy workloads, 
inadequate housing, and limited 
healthcare access. In your 
assessment, has there been 
any meaningful improvement, 
or is this representation largely 
symbolic? 

A: The Malaiyaha Indian Origin Tamil 
(IOT)representationelectedunder 
the NPP wave carries a clear mandate 
derived from that political moment. This 
isamatterofpoliticalfactand 
responsibility. Withduerespectto 
the Ministers and MPs concerned, the 
focus now must shift towards delivery. 
Theexpectation is thatattention is 
directedsquarelyatthesubstantive 
issuesaffectingtheMalaiyahalOT 
community, particularlywithinthe 
plantationsector,wherelong-standing 
structural constraints persist 

The public 

commitment to 

'system change' 

must now be 

translated into 

measurable 

outcomes in this 

sector. The 

benchmark is no 

longer rhetoric or 

historical reference, 

but implementation, 

reform, and tangible 

improvement in 

living and working 

conditions. The 

moment calls for 

execution 

Plantation workers have long 
raised concerns about the 
monthly 'Union Subscription' 
deductions. Are these still being 
collected? If so, how are trade 
unions accountable to workers, 
and what tangible benefits do 
workers receive in return? 

A:ltistheTradeunion subscription. 
Workersarenotraisinganysuch 
concerns,butitisthevestedinterest 
groups,including sectionsofthe 
confusedmediaand civilsociety. Trade 
un ionsubscriptionisausualpracticein 
thetradeunionmovementalloverthe 
world.Aren'ttheretradeunionsinthe 
health,apparel,Stateofficial,andteacher 
sectorsinthiscountry?Aren'tthey 
collecting subscriptions from their 
members?Suchfundsareusedfor 
maintainingunionoffices,topayrents, to 
paystaffandmeetexpensesrelatedto 
labourcourtcases,etc.Whensome 
prominenttradeunionleadersinthis 
countryareaccused ofcollecting 
Kappams, that is, 'Ransoms', this talk on 
the plantation trade union movement is 
just nonsense! 

During Cyclone Ditwah, 
plantation communities­
particular1y women and 
children-were among the 
hardest hit. What specific relief, 
rehabilitation, and long-term 
policy interventions has the 
Government implemented for 
these communities? Do you 
believe their response has 
been adequate and equitable 
compared to other regions? 

A: Very inadequate is the word. The 
worst-affected districts are Kandy, 
NuwaraEliya, andBadulla,with 
plantation communities bearing the 
brunt oftheimpact.Ourpeoplewere 
sidelinedduringtheinitialreliefefforts, 
includingpaymentsforhousecleaning 
andassistanceforschoolchildren.At 
present,wearestillwaitingforthe 
promisedreliefofRsSmillionperfamily 
forhousingreconstructionandland 
purchases. 

Therewereattemptsby certain 
Government Ministers and officials to 
introduce a racially discriminatory 
approach by subsuming plantation 
housing reconstruction-intended for 
Tamil victims-underthe standard lndian 
Housing Scheme. However, Indian­
funded housing units are va lued at 
around LKR 2.7million, whereasthe 
government's pledged rebuilding support 
standsat LKRSmillion. 

As leader of the TPA.1 took up this 
issuedirectlyandcampaignedboth 
withinandoutsideParliamentagainst 
thisdisparity. WeareSrilankans,not 
lndians.Whilelndia'sassistanceis 
appreciatedandrootedinhistoricalties, 
allvictims-whetherinplantationsor 
elsewhere-must receive equal 
treatment 

lalsoraisedthisissuewiththe 
diplomatic community in Colombo, 
describingthepracticeasdiscriminatory. 
l speakfirmly,butwithresponsibility. 
Evenafterfourmonths,notasingle 
houseintheplantationareashasbeen 
rebuiltinlinewiththegovernment's 
stated criteria and promises. 
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MALAIYAHA TAMILS 
DEMAND DELIVERY, 
NOT PROMISES 

- TPA LEADER MANO GANESAN 
Mano Ganesan, Leader of the Tamil 

Progressive Alliance (TPA), is known for his 

vocal engagement in Parliament, 

consistently advocating for minority rights 

for over a decade. Speaking to Ceylon 

Today, he discusses the current Government 

and reflects on the role minority parties 

have played in successive 

governments over the years. 

BY SULOCHANA RAMIAH MOHAN 

We 01ust work with India 
Minority parties often argue that 
their influence is limited under 
strong governments. However, 
leaders like Soumyamoorthy 
Thondaman once held decisive 
'kingmaker' power. Why has 
today's leadership-including 
yourself-struggled to command 
similar political leverage? 

A: You can't compare. I respect late 
Soumyamoorthy Thondaman-he played 
an important role in his time. But times 
havechanged.AsleaderoftheTPA.lam 
notfocusedonmakingkings, queens, or 
governments;mypriorityis tosecurefair 
and inclusivetreatmentfor ourpeople.l 
advocateforaffirmativepolicymeasures 
for communities that remain 
underdevelopedacrosskeyhuman 
indicatorssuchaspoverty,health, 
education,and accesstohousingand 
land,largely duetohistori cal 
marginalisation. 

Theseconditionsdidnotemerge 
overnight-they span across different 
politicaleras,includingthatof 
Thondaman himself. So the question 
remains:whyweretheselong-standing 
issues not resolved earlier? Today, we 
aredealingwiththeconsequencesofa 
200-yearlegacy-125yearsunder 
colonial'WhiteRaj'and 75yearsunder 
local'BrownRaj.' 

ltisnoteasytonavigateanethnically 
sensitivecountry like ours,yetitisoften 
convenienttoplaceall blameon 
MalaiyahaTamilpoliticians.Thereality, 
however,isthatwecontinuetoface 
systemicethnicdiscriminationdueto 
our Tamil identity. It is also worth noting 
thattheJanathaVimukthiPeramuna 
(JVP), a key component of the current 
NPP Government, historically conducted 
political classes that framed our 
community within the concept of 'Indian 
Expansionism'since1965. This 
contributed to deep-seated biases 
amongsectionsoftheSinhala 
population. As a result. our people have 
hadtostruggleforbasiccitizenship 
rights,whichhas, in turn,contributedto 
the underdevelopment we see today. 

You recently warned that 
while the President claims to 
dismantle monopolistic cartels 
in sectors like fuel, gas, and 
pharmaceuticals, new cartels 
are emerging within the system. 
Who are these actors? 

A: In the Coal Scam, new cartel players 
areinvolved. ln thenameofdismantling 
earlier cartels,theGovernmentiscaught 
red-handed, working with its own 
selectivecartels. Today,the outlookof 
thecorporatesectorischanging. They 
donotalwaysfunctionwithbrand 
names.Corporates' bigbossesare 
owningstakesinmanydifferent 

companies under different names, 
sometimes manufacturing entities, 
sometimestradingentities,attimes 
insideandatothertimesoutsidethe 

More broadly, how do you 
assess the Government's 
handling of the energy crisis, 
which played a major role in 
the collapse of the previous 
administration? Are current 
policies related to energy and RE 
sustainable? 

A: The crisis is international. Tcx:lay, the 
new changing world order is behind the 
energycrisis. ltis not naturalbutman­
made.Thecurrentcrisisisnotanything 
new,butacontinuationofevents.Sri 
Lanka, beingasmallnationbypopulation 
andterritory, hascertainadvantages 
You should know how to play the cards 
This Government has failed to look 
towards the emerging axls between 
lndia, RussiaandChina.ltisnottoo late. 
lndiahassupportedusduringthiscrisis, 
too, and China has assured support. We 
can'tsendourshipstoHormuzandbring 
fuelhere . lnstead,workmorewith lndia. 
Wearegeographicallylocatedatthetip 
ofthesouthempartoflndia.Weare 
needed by India. Hence,lndianeedsto 
keepusintheirfriendlyfold. Energy is 
fuel and electricity. And now, this NPP 
coalscamhasaddedtotheloca l energy 

You have also publicly 
encouraged the President to 
move beyond opposition politics 
and deliver results. How do 
you currently evaluate this 
Government's service delivery 
and governance approach? 

A: The President is more popular than 
theparliamentarypartofhis 
government. You need expertise and a 
teamtogovern. Thatismissinginthe 
Government. Therefore, they are very 
smallinplanningandthinking. They 
keep on talking about an elusive 
conspiracy of the Opposition to topple 
the Government. As the Opposition, we 
will take the Government only through 
democratic and lawful means. It is 
democracyandnotconspiracy. This 
practiceisnotgoingtotakethem 
anywhere. Soon, people will be tired of 
theoldrhetoric. lt isal readyhappening 
Therefore,thewayoutforthePresident 
is to reach outtotheuncorrupt 
expertiseoftheOppositiontomove 
forward . 

Having previously been part of 
Government, can you honestly 
say that you delivered structural, 
lasting change for plantation 
workers? Or were there missed 

opportunities that continue to 
affect the community today? 

A: The TPA's participation in 
government lasted only four years, 
comparedtootherpartiesandleaders 
who were part of successive 
administrationsoveramuchlonger 
period. Despite this limited timeframe, 
theTPAstatesthatitinitiatedstructural 
changes within the Malaiyaha Tamil 
community that had not been achieved 
previouslyandnowcallsonthecurrent 
Government to continue and build on 
thesereforms.Amongitskey 
achievementsfrom2015to2019,the 
TPAhighlightstheapprovalofa 
CabinetPapergrantingsevenperches 
oflandeach toplantationfamilies, 
markingasignificantsteptowardsland 
ownership. lt alsofacilitatedthelong· 
delayed Indian Government- assisted 
housingprogramme, leadingtothe 
construction of individual housing units 
with freehold ownership.These 
housing schemes were formally 
recognisedasnew 'villages', often 
named after renowned leaders from Sri 
Lankaand lndia. 

Therewasprogressinpolitical 
empowerment, including the 
establishmentofsixnewPradeshiya 
Sabhasin NuwaraEliyaDistrict, 
enablinggreaterlocalgovernancefor 
the upcountry Tamil community. In 
addition.a longstanding legal 
restrictionfrom 1987- whichprevented 
localcouncilsfromallocatingfundsto 
plantation areas-was amended 
through Cabinet and parliamentary 
approval,bringingtheseareasunder 
thejurisdictionoflocalauthorities. 

What specific demands have 
you placed before President 
Dissanayake regarding: Wage 
increases, Land ownership 
rights, Housing and Education: 
Have you set any clear 
timelines or benchmarks for 
delivery? 

A: The TPA Memorandum outlines a 
broadsetofsocio-economicand 
governance reforms focused on 
improvingconditionsfortheMalaiyaha 
Tamil community. On housing, the TPA 
calls fora dedicated disaster-rebuilding 
programme with standalone houses 
valuedataround LKRSmillioneachin 
Kandy, NuwaraEliya, andBadulla, 
rejecting apartment-style solutions and 
emphasising land ownership and 
infrastructure. lt alsourgesthe 
expeditedcompletionoflndian­
assistedhousingprojects, including 
10,000previouslypledgedunitsand an 
additional4,000unitsfordisaster­
affectedfamilies. 

Regardinglandrights, theTPA 
advocatesadualframeworkthat 
ensures both residential land 
ownershipandlandforlivelihoods, 
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aiming to transition approximately 
157,000plantationfamilies from 
line-room accommodations to 
individualhousingwithsecuretenure 
Onwages,thealliancehighlights 
inconsistencies across plantation 
sectorsandcallsforstandardisedand 
fairwageimplementationforworkers 
across regional plantation companies, 
State-ownedestates,pri vateestates, 
and smallholders 

In education, theTPAproposesa 
quotaofaround3,000teaching 
positionsforplantationschoolswithin 
the national recruitm ent programme, 
alongside increased Tamil 
representation in administrative roles 
such as zonal Directors and Principals 
ltalsoraisesconcernsabout 
discriminationagainstTamilstudentsin 
leadingColomboschools,callingfor 
equitableclassallocationandfair 
stud ent intake 

Additional demands include 
expanding administrative divisions in 
plantation areas.strengthening Tamil 
languageuseinpublicservices, 
increasing Tamil representation in 
Policerecruitment,andensuringgreater 
inclusion in governance structures 
WhiletheMemorandum setsoutclear 
policydirectionsandtargets,itdoesnot 
speci fystricttimelinesbut emphasises 
the urgency of implementation 

If the Government fails to respond 
to your demands, are you prepared 
to withdraw support or adopt a 
more confrontational stance, or 
will you continue engagement 
despite limited results? 

A:We areneithersupportingthe 
Governmentnorpartofit.lfthe 
Governmentfailstorespondtoourfair 
demands, we will go to the people. We will 
exposethem. Wecan'tkeepengaging 
whenthereis nodelivery.Thatisthe 
engagement of the democrati c 
opposition 

India has been the only country 
that has backed the upcountry 
Tamils in terms of building 
houses, etc. There can be a lot 
more requested from India by the 
TPA. Anything lined up? 

A: Althoughwearecategorisedas 
peopleofrecentlndianorigin,support 
from the Government of India remains 
limitedtoselectaspectsofour 
community's development. Weare 
activelyengagingthisissueatthehighest 
levels-both with the Prime Minister's 
OfficeandtheExtemalAffairsMinistry 
Theoperatingenvironmentisgradually 
shifting,andthetrajectoryisincreasingly 
moving in our favour 

The Tamil Nadu Government is 
aware of its historical and cultural 
links to Sri Lanka, yet tangible 
benefits for Malaiyaha Tamils 
have remained limited. What 
initiatives have been extended so 
far, and how can the TPA engage 
with leaders-including Chief 
Minister M K Stalin-to strengthen 
support in areas such as education 
and healthcare? With Elections 
approaching in Tamil Nadu and 
figures like Vijay influencing the 
political landscape, can these 
opportunities be better leveraged 
for sustainable development in Sri 
Lanka's upcountry? 

A: WithelectionsinTamilNadu 
imminent,itisprudenttoallowthe 
democratic process to conclude. The TPA 
hasitsownroadmapand established 
channelsofengagementwiththeTamil 
Naduleadership. Weintendtowork 
constructivelywithboththeGovernment of 
Tamil Nadu and the Government of India, 
withinlndia's federalfram ework,to 
advancesharedpriorities,particularlyin 
Education and Healthcare 

Finally, what is your message to 
the Malaiyaha Tamil community 

This Government has 

failed to look towards 

the emerging axis 

between India, Russia 

and China. It is not too 

late. India has 

supported us during 

this crisis, too, and 

China has assured 

support. We can't send 

our ships to Hormuz 

and bring fuel here. 

Instead, work more 

with India 
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MUNCHEE'S TICl(ET TO TOGETHERNESS 

Free rail travel initiative helps nearly 25,000 passengers celebrate Avurudu with loved ones. 

FRONT 

ln aheartwarminggesture thatcapturedthe 
spirit ofAvurudu,Munchee steppedforwardtohelp 
thousands of Sri Lankansreunitewiththeirloved 
onesforthe festiveseason 

WidelyrecognisedasSri l anka 's leading 
biscuitbrand, Munchee fullysponsoredtraintravel 
fornearly25,000passengersheadingtotheir 
hometowns,easingthe financial burdenforfamilies 
makingthetraditionalNewYearjourney. 

Thelarge-scaleinitiati ve,carriedoutonApril 
12,coveredall traindeparturesfromFortRailway 
Station,ensuringcommuterscouldtravel home 
freeofchargeduringoneofthebusiesttravel 
periods of the year 

As the flagship brand of CBL Group, Munchee's 
campaign waswidely praisedasameaningfulact 
ofcorporatesocialresponsib ility thatwentbeyond 
brandingtomakeagenuinedifferenceinpeople's 
lives 

Formanypassengers, thesupportmeant 
one lessexpenseduringacostlyfestiveseason. 
Forothers, itmeantthepricelessopportunityto 
celebrate Avurudu with family members they may 
otherwise havestruggled to visit 

Theinitiati vedrewwidespreadapplause,with 
many commending Munchee for using its reach 
andresourcestobringpeopletogetherwhenit 
mattered most. 

At a time when travel cost s cont inue to we igh 
heavilyonhouseholds, Munchee'sthoughtful 
gestureservedasa reminderthatbrandscanplay 
apowerfulroleinsupportingcommunitiesand 
preserving cheri shed traditions 

ThisAvuruduMuncheedidmorethansponsor 
tickets,ithelpeddeliverthejoyofhomecoming 
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regarding what they should remain 
vigilant about under the current 
Government, and how do you 
assess the future of their 
socio-political and economic 
standing in the upcountry? 

A: The Indian-origin Malaiyaha Tamil 
community cannolongerbedefined solelyas 
aplantationworkforce.Withapopulationof 
around1.5million,onlyabout100,000remain 
inplantationemployment,andnearly75%of 
thoseresidinginestateareasarenolonger 
plantationworkers.Thisreflectsasignificant 
demographicandsocialtransfom,ationthat 
must be properly recognised 

Today,thecommunitystandsasa 
distinctethnicminorityinSrilanka, 
alongside Sinhalese, Tamils, and Muslims 
However,therearecontinuedattemptsby 
certainvestedinterests,including within 
the Government, to portray them narrowly 
as'plantationlabour'-anapproachthat 
riskslimitingtheirsocialmobilityand 
future prospects 

The Malaiyaha Tamil community is 
movingbeyondtheseconstraints,with 
growingpolitical,social,cultural,and 
economicaspirations.Thefocusmustnow 
beonbroadernationalintegration, 
equitablerecognition,andensuringaccess 
toopportunitiesthatreflectthe 
community's evolvingidentityandfull 
potential 


