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SpecialInterview

"Our bond stands strong,

NARENDRA MODI
PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA

as a pillar of stability’

PM Modi sees ‘promising times' for Saudi-India ties, lauds Saudi leadership for ‘vital role in
strengthening partnership, urges ‘deeper integration of Saudi and Indian businesses’

Noor Mugasll J=doah

Indian Prime

Minister
Marendra

Mondi hias

praised the \

“Timitless
potential™
of India’s
growing thes with Sandi
Arabla as he arrlves in
Jeddah for a two-day visii,
his third to the Kingdom
sinee 2016, In an exclusive
Interview with Arabh News,
he described the Kingdom
as “a trusted firlend and
sirategic ally” emphasizing
how bilateral relations hod
expanded significantly
simee the creation of the
sStrategic Parinership
Council in 20048,

“Chir partnership has lhmitless
potential.” Modi said. "Ina
world full of uncertaintices,
our bond stands strong, a5 4
pitlar of stability” He prajsed
Saudn Crown Prince and Prime
Minister Mohammed bin
Salman’s leadership, calling
him "a strong advocate of our
bilateral tles” and a visfomnary
wha has inspired global
admiration through the reforms
under Vislon 20610,

“Every time I have met him, His
Royal Highness has left a deep
impression on me. His insighits,
his forward-thinking vision,
anel his passdon for fulfilling the
aspirtions of his peopde are tralv
remarkable,” he s

Highlighting shared economic
ambitions, Modi noted
that trade between the two
couintries had grown even amid
glehal challenges, with energy,
agriculture and fertilizers as
Koy seciors, He el eommed
diseper mtegration of Saudi and
[ndian businesses, particulardy
in emerging sectors like green
hydrosen and techmolosy.
“Inchan companies have also
maintined a sIrong presence
ACTOEs various sectors in Saucdi
Arabla” he sadd.

Maodi congratulated the
Ringdom for winning the
bids to host Waorld Expo 2030
and FIFA World Cup 2034,
diescribing the dual successes as
a matier of " immense pride” He
also pointed to growing defense
coagperation and landmark joint
military exercises a9 signs of
Increasing strategic trust,

On the India-Middle East-
Europs Economic Corridor,

L hed during the G20
surmmul i September 2002,

Modi saud the project would be
“a key catalyst of commerce,
connectivity and growth in the
enliie regeon.”

In a statemend, the Indian
povernanent said the visil “reflects
the Importance India attaches to
its hilateral relanionship with the
Ringadhom of Sauc] Arabia”

Are On an upswing.

How do you assess
the progress made in
the strengthening of
bilateral relations since
the establishment of the
Strategic Partnership
Council in 201597

First of all, I want to thank
& His Roval Highness Prince
Mahammed hin Salman for his
kind invitation. 1 am delighted
to be here on my third visit.
[ takee great pride in our
relations with Saudi
Arabaa. The Ringdom
of Saudi Arabia is
oave of India’s most
valued partners —a
mariiimee nelghisor, a
trusted fmend and a
strategic allv.

O connection is
ol e, IS rocdedd
in civilizational
exchanges that go &
hack to centuries.

F i woleas 1o trade,
there has been

a constant fow
between our twio
eIl NAiOnns.

{l Saudi-India ties

Oiar relations have
bisen oa an wpwiad
trajectory since 2004,

I fondly recall thai I
i 2008, [ had the .
honor of receiving

The Order of King
Abdulaziz from His
Majesty King Salman,

The formatyon of
the: Stratepic Pariner-
ahtip Coumcil i 2019
markedd a mapor
mibestone. Since then,
cooperation beltween
us has expancecd
TS QLAY sivclars
And ket me tell vou,
this is just the beginning.
Cur partnership has
limyitkess potenitial,

What anchors our
relationstip = mutiial
trust and goodwill. In a
world full of uncertain
ties, our bond stands
strong, az 3 pillar of
sfabality, Tty Beslieyvie
these are promising times
[ T ia-Sanch Aralsa
ties, And, | must say, the:

saudi leadership has played a
vital role in strengthening this
partnershin.
Inackia and Sawdi Arabia will
Keep moving forwand togetier
for peace, progress and
prosperity, not just for our

@ %

Saudi
Arabiais

a trusted
friend and
a strategic

ally of India.

Given your previous
{‘! seven meetings with
Crown Prince and Prime
Minister Mohammed bin
Salman, how would you
characterize the personal
rapport between the
leadership of both
countrics? Has his
rapport influenced the
bilateral relationship

in any way?

Crown
Frimea
Makhammad
. bin Salman

underiook
L a stote wislt

o Inedin In

Septomber
20323 ak the
invitation of
Prime Minlster
Modl Supoie=d

peapde, but for the entire world,

Every time T Bave met him,
{ & His Koval Highness has left
a deep iImpression on me. His
insights, his forward-thinking
vision, and his passion for
fulflling the aspirations of his
peopde are truly remarkahle.
U'ndder his leadership, Saudi
Arabua has undergone tremen-
dlous social and economic irans-
formation. The reforms he has
undertaken have
ned just inspired
.-'ﬂ the region, bui
' Fhak  aloo caught the
B et ttention of
§ ATTENTIOM o
s ®t e entire
-.:!:E:}'E%:__; waorld,
"’:E:El;',;_ Ome can
e . see the

transformational changes in the
couniry under Viston 2080 in a
very short period,

1 value the personal wiarmith
and trust we share, And, ves,
this personal rapport has
nalurally translated into how
both countries give prionty 1o
our parinership. He is a sirong
adlvocate of our bilateral ties.
He has been a greal supporier
of the Incian diaspora in Sauci
Arabia and our pesopie Iving in
Saucli Arabia deeply admire him.

When we talk, we focus on
making this partnership future-
reacy, Jeddah has had a special

connection with Incia, For
centuries, this famed city has
been one of the principal arteries
four ouer trace and people-to-
|:l-|'-c:-]||-e' |'!-:|:'|"|.'|I:|;!':-. A% Ealeway
to MakEah, for ages, our pilgrims
have wallked the bay-Eames of
Jeckdah on thelr baly pourmey
for Hagh and Umicak,

Saudi Arabia
= India's fifth-
largest trading partner.
What initiatives are
being considered to
further diversify and
expand this economilc
partnership so that
both countnes can
better face challenges
'I:n;ﬁl']"uul-‘nl
\ CNAF SOOROmG Hes
{ W ame as oid as the
maonscon winds. Given
the prodmity of o
merthons amd the comple-
mmentarty of our
eroommies, there 15 a
e natural connect, That
is why even during
elodki] challenges,
our trade ties have not
st srrvived, but they
have growns, While sectors
like energy, agriculture
and fertilizers ame the
main arcas of our trade,
efforts at diversification
have borne frodts Indian
hagsinesses and Sawdi
mchustry are butlding
stronger connections,
Building stronger

connect between our
businesses and industry
and enhancing invest-

meTit partnership is
acding restlence (o
this relatronship. Sawds
Arabia s a leading
encTey partner for
Indlia. Likewise, India

15 cantributing to food
seCUrIty m Sauch Arakxa,
I am told people 1n Saud
AFihka preler Indian fce!
Inchia too loves Saodi dates,
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I also see several complemen:
tarities hetween Saudi Vision
A0 and Inclia's Viksil Blarat
2047 | Derveloped India 2047
indtlativel

Palateral investments between
oir counines have also been
increasing. Today, the Indian
erowih story offers immense
opportunities for Saudi majors
10 Invest and partner, [Bom
space seonomy o global suppdy
chain codlaborations.

Indian companies have also
maintained a strong presence
ACToEs variouws sectors in Saudi
Arabia. They are playing a
crucial role in the realization of
Sl Vislan 2030,

Ot goal is to enhance this
comnect.

Inehia and Sawdi Arabia are
working on a hilateral invest-
et treaty, The propaosed free
tracke agreement between India
and GUC has immense poten-
tial to transform the economic
relationship between India and
Saudi Arabia, and the peglon in
general,

With Saudi Arabin’s

Vision 2030 emphasizing
infrastructure development,
what opportunities do you
gee for Indian companles
to contribute to and benefit
from these projects, including
Riyadh Expo 2030 and Sauwdi
FIFA Waorld Cup 20347

As aclose friend, India
i B rejolces in Saudi Arabia’s
stedlar achievemeni<, T would
like to congratulate the people
of Sawdi Arabia and its leader
ship for being chosen as the
host for World Expo in 20050 and
FIFA World Cup in 2034,

It is a matter of immense pride
for any country to host twao
margues global events within
A span ol four years, [L speaks
volumes of the leadership of His
Hoval Hizhness and his vision.

These mega events will hoost
the local economy, They offer
oppariunities [or Indan compa-
nies as well, Our companies.,
as vou are aware, have bullt
a plobal reputation for their
quality, competitiveness and
efficioncy.

[ unclerstand that the Indian
comnpanies alveacdy have a sirong
participation in Saudi infrastmc-
ture and technoloey sectors.
They are also creating value in
various mesa- and giga-projects
a5 part of Sandl Arabla's Vislion
AR50,

[ also invite Saudi compa-
nbes to take advantage of the
remarkable opporiunities in
India as part of our Viksit Bharat
journey. They can participate
in the growth of India’s next-
generation infrastructure,
logrdstics, renewable energy,
healthcare, utihties, iInnovation,
startups and " blue cconomy ™
seCLors.

Deeper engagementls and
two-way collaborations between
companies of both countries
will gova long way in strength-
ening the bilateral economic
partnership,

(J Given Saudi Arabia’s role

India, how do you envision the
future of energy collaboration
between the two nations,
aspecially in the context of
global energy transitions?
Energy has been an impor-
4 A tant pillar of our economle
partnership, Saudi Arakia has
been a strong and refiakle
encrey partner for us. It is one
af our top supplicrs of crude
and other petrolenm produocts.
A Tndia seehs to becomee a
developed country, our energy
diemands will continue to grow.,
Al Saedd Arabia will remaln
a Close pariner in our energy

--_'r

il
-

King Salman weloomed Prime Minkster Mod| before a meeting In the capital Riyadh during the Indian leader's first visit to the Kingdom in 200186, =FA

SeCUTIY. As strategic pariners
we agree that our energy
cooperation s not limited to
mere buyer-seller relatbon-
ships. We are also explonng
joint progects in refineries and
petrochemicals.

The warld is also witnessing
A gradual shift toward cleaner
and more sustainable eneney
resources. India is moving
ahead with an ambitious targed
[or green ansition. We are
confident of achieving 500 GV
renewable encrey target by
20000,

Even in this journey, there is
an imimense scopse of collihora-
hon with Saudi Arabia. This
includes the areas of supply
chains, circular economy,
enerey eMclency amd green
hclrogen, As pariners in the
[ntermational Solar Alliance,
both countries can work toward
imnovative solutions for uture
enerEy needs,

During the New Delhi G-20
Summit in 2023, along with His
Roval Highness, we launched
Lhe ITndia-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor initia-
tve. We are now working on
feasibility studies for electricity
erld interconnectivity betweaen
[redia and Saudi Arabia and
the wider region. As vou can
s, W are moving ahead with
thes vision ol a comprehensive
energy partnership between
our two couniries.

engagements and joint
exercises have been steadily
increasing. What are the key
areas of focus for defense
and security cooperation in
the coming years?

We consider Saudi Arabis
iR as a force of positivity
and stability in the region. As
maritime nelghbors, India and
Saudi Arabia share a natural
interest in safegnardinge peace
and stability in the region,

The growing defemnse amd
seCirily engagement and
codlaboration between the two
couniries is a reflection of deep
mutual trust, It s also a testa-
ment to our shared commit:
meett to regional stability, and
oir mutual resodve to address
the evalving challenges in our
extended neighborhood,

We have seen steady progress
in security cooperation.

This includes areas such as
cotntertermoriam, combaling
extremism, disrupling terror
financing and tackhng dmg
trallicking. We are also
explonng new frontiers of

(‘l Saudi-lndia defense

—_ —_
o
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The growing
defense and

security
engagement
is atestament

to our shared
commitment

to regional
stability.

cooperation in cybersecurity,
recoenizing its growing lmpor-
lare in I|||,|.5|'_|.":-: Frierconnecied
warld,

Last vear, we achicved an
important milestone: the first-
ever joint exercises between
the two Land forces. These
were complemented by two
surceessiul rounds of the joint
maval exercise Al-Mohe
Al-Hindi., which were held in
202] and 2023

Both of us support decper
defense indusiry collaboration.
Dwver the past decade, defoenpse
manulacturing his taken deeper

rocds in India. Today, there

is a strong military indusirial
complex with the ability 1o
manulacture guality ammiini-
tion, small arms, tanks, armored
carriers. For the air force, we are
buibding dromes, advanced light
helicopters and fighter jets. For
the navy, we have the capacity
to budld patrol boats, subma-
rines, and #ven alrcrafl carriers.

Wie are nod just Tulfilling
par 0w n needs. India has also
cmerged as an important
supplier of defense equipment
fo more than 100 countries
arcine the warled,

1 am glad that we have been
abie to meet some needs of the
armed forces in Sandi Arabia.
We support deeper engagemeni
between private sector plavers
from both countres, We wodrld
welcome Saudi investment into
the defense manulfctaring
sector in India that has been
opened for private investment.

(l The IMEEC initiative

that was announced
in September 2023 in New
Delhi s an ambitious project
to connect India and Eurcpe
through the Middle East.
What are the key elements
of IMEEC, and how is India
working with Saudi Arabia to
achieve the goals envisioned
under this initiative?

Madi wisited
Al- Masmak

Castle, left,

In Ay audih
during his
firet visit to
Saud| Arabia
Imn 2016, He
attended
tha Future
invastrant
Enktiativa
cenfermnce
Im Ry ndh,
battom left,
s
refurned to
Saud| Arabla
Im 2018.

R tmrs

e
FUTURE
INVESTIENT

NITIATIV

Ik andd Saudi Arabia,
i W along with Enropean
Undon, the UAE, France,
Geerimany, Ttaly and the 1S,
jointly launched the India
Mididle East Europe Corridor
initiative in New Delhi in
Sepdember 200

Thils corridor will define the
future of conmectivity in all
forms for centurics to come. It
will become the key catalbyst of
commerce, connectivity and
erowth in the entire region.
The corridor will enhance
connectivity in all its forms, be it
phvsical or digital.

I will facilitate development
of resilient and dependahle
supply chains, increase trade
accessibility and improve trade
facilitatbon, The corridor will
mcrease efficencies, mduoe
cost=, enhance coonomic wnity,
generate johs and lower green-
FRse gats efnission, resulling in
i transformative intcgration of
Asta, Europe and the Middle East.

Both India and Saudi Arabia
have a key rale (o play in the
sipcoess af this corridor. We are
committed to working with our
sSaudi partners to realize the
vision of connectivity, including
rslti-moddal logistic conmnec-
tivity, data connectivity andd
elecirical grid conmectivity. We
are working on clean and green
hydrogen and related supply
chains under this imitiative.

1 visualize this mitiative has a
transformational potential for
humanity. It can be the new Silk
Raovtite oof the 218t century thal
will bring beneht to the genera-
tions to come,

The Indlan community of

2.7 million in Saudi Arabia
has besn pralsed by you as a
binding force in bilateral tes.
How does your government
plan to further support
and engage with the Indian
diaspora in the Kingdom?

First of all, led e pat it
A o recond that we are
deeply grateful (o Their Royal
Highnesses, Ring Salman and
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
salmean, for the patronage they
have provided to the Indian
community in Saudi Arabia.
We can never forget how they
il care of the Indians as one
of their own during the difficult
times of the COYID pandemic.

Indians have a very important

character — whichever country
they go, they make it thedr
home, They are law abiding,
dedicated and professional
tor the core. They carry with
them the values of empathy,

compassion and care.

This very nature earmns them
respect of their host country,
saudi Arabia is no exception.
Whenever | have met His
Royal Highness Crown Prince
Mohanmimed bin salman, he has
pratsed the Indian community
and appreciated thetr significant
contribution {o the economic
growth of the Kingpdom. He has
even said that they are part of
the Sauwdi Gamily, These worids of
praise always fill my heart with
pricks and poy

For my government, the
members of the Indian diaspora
are the "rashtradoots” (national
ambassadors). The 4=
Care, Connect, Celebrate and
Contribute — ks the maotto of our
engagement with our diaspora,
Their safety, wellare and well-
bering is paramount for us.

Owver the past decade we have
launched many initiatives,
mncluding insurance schemes,
scholarships for their children,
and skilling programs. We
five esiablixhed nyechanisms
for safe and legal migration,
The 27 million vibrant Indian
community in Saudi Arabia is
a living bridge connecting our
Pwao countries, Toommend them
for not only preserving thedr
values and tradilions, but also
promoting them.

I eagerly ook lorward 1o
reconnecting with the Indian
diaspora during this visit

tourism, cultural and
educational exchanges
developing as a component
of Saudi-india bilateral
relations? Do you forcsee
India’s lITs and IIMs openlng
campuses in Saudi Arabia,

along the lines of IIT Delhi,
Abu Dhabi campus?

Our people have inderacted
i & with cach other since the
clays of “Kalila wa Dimna”
The growing cultural connect
belovesen our countries is indica-
tive of the understanding andd
appreciation for each other.

As far as religious lourism
15 concerned, as you know we
have a large Muslim population
and they visit yvour beautiful
couniry exch vear for Umreah
aftdd Halh paligrimiage. We are
erateful to the Saudi leadership
for the contimoed assistance
provided to Indian pilgrims.
Yoga has gained conslderalhle
popalarity in Sawdi Arabia over
the recent years, thanks to the
encouragement and support of
the Sawd government, We e
al=0 nodicing a prowing interest
in cricket.

1 am told that Arab bhroad-
casters mun dedicated channels
with Indian content that are
very popular in the Ringdom.
There is also a wide [ollowing
for Indian films and actors, India
15 hosting the first edition of the
World Audio Visual and Enter-
talnment Summit in Mumbai
during May 1-+ We look forwand
10 a strong paricipation from
Sauchl Arabia at the summit so
that we can pive now wings to
oarr cultural and entertainment
collabaration,

Educational cooperation (=
anodher promising area, Indian
higher education institutions
are recognlaed globally, They
are ready to ke up opportani-
tics, as and when those arise in
sanchi Arabia as well.

Finally, let me congratulate
Arab News as if completes 50
vedrs of its publicition this
viir. | know Arab News has a
spiecial connection with Indians
living in the Kingdom. Your
media outbet b5 a strong symbsaol
of our people-to-people ties.
My best wishes to von as vou
coantinue to pourtsh India-Saudd
Arabia frendship,

(‘J How do you see religious



