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Prime Minister Mark Carney and Diana Fox Carney board a government plane in Ottawa on Thursday
as they depart for overseas trade trips that will take them to India, Australia and Japan.

PM’s India visit
strictly business

Delegation’s focus is on easing
tensions and broadening trade —
but dont expect any costumes

STEPHANIE TAYLOR

in Ottawa

rime Minister Mark

Carney departed

Thursday on his first

travels to India, Aus-
tralia and Japan as prime
minister.

While Carney seeks to
deepen his focus on econom-
ic diversification, he must
manage continuing concerns
of transnational repression
from India, the unravelling
of which led to the rupture
in the relationship that the
prime minister has been try-
Ing to repair.

Here is what to expect from
Carney'’s trip to India.

DOMESTIC SECURITY
TENSIONS

A senior government offi-
cilal speaking at a not-for-at-
tribution briefing to repor-
ters Wednesday made a sig-
nificant statement about the
state of Canada’s security
1ssues against India.

Since 2023, ministers and
other officials have said the
country had concerns over
agents of the Indian govern-
ment being linked to homi-
cides and other violence in
Canada.

Asked whether i1t still
believed Indian govern-
ment agents were involved
in such ecrimes, a senior
government official said:
“We have a very robust
diplomatic engagement,
including between nation-
al security advisers. And [
think we can say were confi-
dent that that activity is not
continuing, or we would not
be having this type of dis-
cussion.”

That same day, Sikh
groups gathered on Parlia-
ment Hill to decry Carney’s
trip for the message it sent to
the community, particularly
those involved in pro-Kh-
alistan activism who say they
remain targets of India.

The World Sikh Organiza-
tion issued a statement after
the brnefing by officials to re-
ject their assessment.

“I can say with complete
conviction that the claim
made by this senior govern-
ment official is utterly false.
It does not align with what
Sikh Canadians are experi-
encing on the ground and
what we are seeing first-
hand,” said its president,
Danish Singh.

“Nothing has been pre-
sented publicly to suggest
that Indian criminal net-

works have been dismantled,
that accountability has been
secured, or that safeguards
have been implemented to
protect Canadian citizens.
We can’t deny what we are
seeing with our own eves.”

Sukh Dhaliwal, the Liber-
al MP whose B.C. riding was
where Sikh activist Hard-
eep Singh Nijjar was killed
in 2023, said he has been
in contact with the Prime
Minister’s Office to express
concerns from constituents
who say that the rule of law
ought to take precedence as
Canada normalizes relations
with India.

“They are concerned,” he
said.

Earlier in the week, For-
elgn Affairs Minister Anita
Anand told reporters that
the government takes the
concerns of the Sikh com-
munity “very seriously,” and
that senior officials from the
Canadian and Indian gov-
ernments speak regularly to
discuss security issues, in-
cluding the “rule of law.”

Government officials both
on Wednesday and in public
at previous times have said
India has been collaborating
with investigations, which
former prime minister Jus-
tin Trudeau’s government
had said was not the case.
India has denied any in-
volvement in Nijjar’s killing,
with its envoy to Canada
recently underscoring its
position it was not provid-
ed with evidence at the time
that accusation was made.

While Carney will travel
to Mumbai and New Delhi,
he will not stop in Punjab,
the state home to a major-
ity of Sikhs that the pro-Kh-
alistan movement wants to
see carved out into a separate
state. That breaks from the
trips taken by Trudeau and
former Conservative prime
minister Stephen Harper
who each visited Punjab.

The senior official said
given the prime minister’s
focus on shoring up invest-
ment and diversification,
he will visit India’s financial
capital and its government
capital, noting also Carney’s
schedule, with him set to visit
three countries on his second
trip to Asia this year.

TRADE DEAL LAUNCH
Government officials say

Carney’s visit will formalize
the launch of negotiations
of a long-sought comprehen-
sive trade deal with India.

“We have ambitious
timelines for its formaliza-
tion, but it’s being formally
launched now and it will take
a number of months to reach
maturity, but we have already
begun the process. Ministers
have been in touch, our ne-
gotiators have been touch.
The process of negotiating
the (agreement) is underway.
The formal launch will take
place during the visit, but the
negotiations have begun,” the
official says.

At the same time, the gov-
ernment expects “a number
of” memorandums of under-
standing to be signed and dif-
ferent “commercial arrange-
ments deals” throughout the
trip to Australia and Japan.

Dinesh Patnaik, India’s
High Commissioner to Can-
ada, says he expects agree-
ments covering at least 20
to 30 issues. He also expects
a Canada-India trade deal
could be signed within a year.

Canada re-engages with
India at the time when both
are facing tariffs from the
United States, although
India recently struck a deal
with the U.S. and Canada
enjoys exemptions under
goods covered by the Can-
ada-U.S.-Mexico Agreement.

Government officials
named India’s demand for
energy, agricultural products
and critical minerals, which
they say is matched by Can-
ada’s ability to provide it.

“We have the world’s
fourth-largest oil reserves.
We are the world’s fifth-lar-
gest producer of natural gas
with an electricity grid that
1s over 80 per cent clean. We
are one of the world’s largest
suppliers of uranium provid-
ing around 24 per cent of the
world’s supply in 2024,” the
official said.

Carney 1s set to meet
with India’s Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
in New Delhi after spending
the first part of his trip meet-
ing with Indian business
leaders in Mumbai.

NO COSTUMES
Most Canadians remem-
ber Trudeau’s first trip to
India in 2018 for the ridicule
he endured for donning lav-

ish traditional garb while
those he met wore regular
business attire.

Government officials,
when asked Wednesday
whether that would be the
case for Carney, said that to
their knowledge, the answer
was simply “no.”

DAVOS 2.0?

Carney will be the first
prime minister to address
Australian Parliament 1n al-
most 20 years, with Harper
being the most recent prime
minister to do so.

It will be the first inter-
national speech Carney will
give since he earned global
applause in January at the
World Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland, where he
urged middle powers to unite
in the face of “hegemons.”

Australian lawmakers
were among those who pub-
licly backed Carney’s words,
with Canada viewing Aus-
tralia as a like-minded mid-
dle power.

Government officials
sald the prime minister will
emphasize “the need to di-
versify, the needs for middle
powers to work together.” He
was not only set to address
Australia’s parliament, but
also take part in a separate
fireside chat.

Carney is set to visit Syd-
ney, where he will meet
Australian business leaders.
While in Canberra, he will
meet with Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese
and other members of cab-
inet.

After Australia, Carney
will visit Japan, where he will
meet with Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi and members
of 1ts business community in

Tokyo.

PREMIERS INVITED

While Saskatchewan Pre-
mier Scott Moe and New
Brunswick Premier Susan
Holt will join the delegation,
government officials said
all premiers were invited as
Carney seeks to deepen ties
across the federation.

This marks the second
time Moe has travelled with
Carney. Last month he ac-
companied him to China.

Also joining the ministers
of finance, defence, inter-
national trade and foreign
affairs will be Matt Jener-
oux, Carney’s newest MP
after crossing the floor from
the Conservatives, who was
named as a special adviser
on economic and security
1ssues.
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