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Rafah, Palestinian Territories
Deadly “failures”: An Israeli investigation 
has concluded that “professional failures” 
led to the killing of 15 rescue workers in 
Gaza last month. The workers, eight of 
whom were paramedics employed by the 
Palestinian Red Crescent Society, were 
found buried in shallow graves, along 
with their vehicles, �ve days after they 
were shot dead on 23 March in the 
southern city of Rafah. Israel initially said 
that the ambulances were being driven 
without their emergency lights on, but 
mobile phone footage later contradicted 
this account. An international outcry over 
the attack – a suspected war crime – forced 
the military to investigate further. Israel 
now concedes that the attack was not 
properly reported, but it says it found no 
evidence of any crime, and insists that six 
of the 15 dead were Hamas operatives. 

Ürümqi, China
Hotels accused: Several major UK, US 
and French hotel groups have been accused 
of violating international sanctions by 
opening hotels in Xinjiang, where the 
Chinese government stands accused of 
brutally suppressing the rights of the 
Uyghur people and other Muslim 
minorities. The chains, including Hilton 
and Marriott, as well as Britain’s IHG 
and France’s Accor group, are reportedly 
behind nearly 200 hotels in the region. 
Rights groups say their arrival coincides 
with Beijing’s efforts to develop tourism in 
Xinjiang, where British MPs have warned 
that a genocide is taking place. Three 
companies – Hilton, IHG and Wyndham 
– have also been accused of running hotels 
in areas overseen by the XPCC, a state-
owned paramilitary entity subject to 
sanctions by the UK, US and EU.

Eldoret, Kenya
Organ 
traf�cking: 
A leading private 
hospital in Kenya is 
being investigated 
on suspicion of 
acting as a hub for transplant tourism – 
providing kidneys from impoverished 
donors to patients from Germany, Israel 
and elsewhere. The alleged practice at the 
Mediheal Hospital in Eldoret was exposed 
by German media, after local agencies 
�agged a spike in suspicious operations. 
An organisation called MedLead, run by 
an Israeli, Robert Shpolanski, allegedly 
recruited donors from countries such as 
Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan who were 
paid as little as $2,000 for their organs. 
Recipients were reportedly charged up to 
$200,000. The Kenyan authorities have 
ordered an investigation into the hospital 
and seven other transplant facilities.

Tokyo
Sports spoiled: Japan’s 
summers are likely to be 
too hot and humid for 
outdoor exercise to be 
possible in the hottest 
part of the day by 2065. 
Japan’s summers can 
already be brutal: 
between 2018 and 2022, 
1,250 people on average 
have died each year of 
heatstroke; and the past 
two summers have been 
the hottest on record. 
Now scientists have 
warned that, within 40 
years, intensive exercise is 

likely to be dangerous 
in three-quarters 

of Japan 
between 

3pm and 
6pm 
during 

the summer. 

Beijing
Robots race: 
Humanoid robots 
have taken part in 
a half-marathon 
alongside human 
beings for the �rst 
time. About 12,000 
human runners in 
the race in Beijing 
last weekend were 

joined by 21 bipedal robots from different 
Chinese manufacturers. They varied widely 
in appearance (one had a feminine face, 
and could wink and smile), and ranged in 
height from 1.2m to 1.8m. They ran on 
their own track, separated by a barrier, 
and each was accompanied by its own 
engineer. Even so, a human won, with 
a time of 1hr and 2mins, while the fastest 
robot came in at 2hrs and 40mins.

Tunis
Dissent crushed: 
Forty prominent 
opposition �gures 
in Tunisia have 
been sentenced to 
prison terms of 
between 13 to 66 
years, on charges 
of sedition and 
membership of 
a terrorist group. 
They include 

leaders of the main opposition coalition, 
as well as lawyers and journalists; most 
were tried in absentia, having �ed 
the country to escape President Saied’s 
crackdown on dissent. Saied was 
democratically elected in 2019, but has 
since dissolved parliament and staged a 
wide-ranging power grab. In an election 
last October, he won a second term with 
90% of the vote on a turnout of 29%. 

Pahalgam, India
Tourists murdered: At least 26 people were 
killed this week when gunmen opened �re 
on a group of mainly domestic tourists in 
Indian-administered Kashmir. The atrocity 
took place in a picturesque valley near the 
resort town of Pahalgam. A group calling 
itself The Resistance Front claimed 
responsibility for the attack – believed to 
have been the worst targeting civilians in 
years – citing discontent about tens of 
thousands of “outsiders” being settled in 
the mountainous, Muslim-majority region, 
which is divided between India and 
Pakistan, but claimed in full by both. 
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