Pakistan accuses India of plans to launch assault within days
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ATTARI, India — Paki-
stan on Wednesday said it
had “credible intelligence”
that India is planning to at-
tack it within days, as sol-
diers exchanged gunfire
along borders and Paki-
stanis heeded New Delhi’s
orders to leave the country
after last week’s deadly as-
sault in the Indian-con-
trolled part of Kashmir.

India’s moves to punish
Pakistan after accusing it
of backing the attack in
Pahalgam, which Islamabad
denies, have driven tensions
between the nuclear-armed
rivals to their highest point
since 2019, when they came
close to war after a suicide
car bombing in Kashmir.

The region is split be-
tween India and Pakistan
and claimed by both in its
entirety.

Pakistan said the intelli-
gence shows that India
plansmilitary action against
it in the next 24 to 36 hours
“on the pretext of baseless
and concocted allegations of
involvement.”

There was no immediate
comment from Indian offi-

cials. However, Indian gov-
ernment officials said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
“given complete operational
freedom to the armed forces
to decide on the mode, tar-
gets and timing of India’s re-
sponse to the Pahalgam
massacre.” They spoke on
condition of anonymity to
discuss sensitive deliber-
ations.

Last week’s attack was
claimed by a previously un-
known militant group call-
ing itself the Kashmir Re-
sistance. New Delhi de-
scribes all militancy in the
Indian-held part of Kashmir
as Pakistan-backed terror-
ism. Pakistan denies this,
and many Muslim Kash-
miris consider the militants
to be part of a homegrown
freedom struggle.

United Nations Secre-
tary-General Anténio Gu-
terres, in separate phone
calls with India and Paki-
stan, stressed the need to
“avoid a confrontation that
could result in tragic conse-
quences.” The U.S. State De-
partment also called for de-
escalation and said Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio
would be speaking to the In-
dian and Pakistani foreign
ministers.

The deadline for Paki-

stani citizens to leave India,
with exceptions for those
with medical visas, passed
Sunday, but many families
were still scrambling to the
border crossing in Attari
town in northern Punjab
state.

Some arrived on their
own. Others were being de-
ported by police.

“We have settled our fam-
ilies here. We request the
government not to uproot
our families,” said Sara
Khan, a Pakistani who was
ordered back without her
husband, Aurangzeb Khan,
who holds an Indian pass-
port.

She carried her 14-day-
old child and said she had
been living in the Indian-
controlled part of Kashmir
since 2017.

The Indian authorities
“told me you are illegal and
you should go,” she said
while waiting on the Indian
side of the border crossing.

Tensions between India
and Pakistan have escalated
after gunmen Kkilled 26 peo-
ple, most of them Indian
tourists, near Pahalgam, a
resort town.

The massacre set off tit-
for-tat diplomatic measures
that included the cancella-
tion ofvisas and arecall of di-

plomats. New Delhi sus-
pended a crucial water-
sharing treaty with Islam-
abad and ordered the clo-
sure of its border with
Pakistan. In response, Paki-
stan has closed its airspace
to Indian airlines.
Cross-border exchanges
of gunfire between soldiers
have increased along the
Line of Control, the de facto
frontier that separates
Kashmiri territory between
the two rivals.
OnWednesday, Indiaand
Pakistanaccused each other
of starting the gunfire.
Pakistan’s state-run me-
dia said Indian forces vio-
lated the ceasefire agree-
ment along the Line of Con-
trol by initiating fire with
heavy weapons. According
to Pakistan Television, Paki-
stani troops returned fire af-
ter coming under attack
overnight in the Mandal sec-
tor of the Pakistani-con-
trolled portion of Kashmir.
Meanwhile, the Indian
army said it responded to
“unprovoked” small-arms
fire from Pakistan in the
Naushera, Sunderbani and
Akhnoor sectors of the Indi-
an-controlled part of Kash-
mir.
The incidents could not
beindependently verified. In

the past, each side has ac-
cused the other of starting
border skirmishes in the
Himalayan region.

India’s Cabinet commit-
tee on security, headed by
Modi, met Wednesday. It
was the second such meet-
ing since the attack.

At least three tourists
who survived told the Asso-
ciated Press that the gun-
men singled out Hindu men
and shot them at close
range.

The dead also included a
Nepali citizen and a local
Muslim pony ride operator.

Aishanya Dwivedi, whose
husband was Killed, said a
gunman approached the
couple and challenged him
torecite the Islamic declara-
tion of faith.

Her husband replied that
he was Hindu, and the at-
tacker shot him “point-
blank in the head,” she said.

“He was on my lap. I was
soaked in his Dblood,”
Dwivedi said.
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