Pakistan coach says fast
bowlers key in India clash

When vou play against India it is a special feeling, Aaqgib Javed says

AFP Dubni

Fakistan coach Aagib
Javed on Satarday sakd
his fast bowlers are
“match-winners™ and

will pull ont something
special agalnst arch-rivals
India in their pivotal
Champions Trophy clash.

Hosts and defending champions
Pakistan need to win the block-
buster showdown with India on
Suncday in Dubal to keep their
chances of making the semibnals
in their own hands.

Pakisian losi the opening
match of the S0-over tourmament

it New Fealand and are baotiom of

Group A, India beit Bangladesh

in thekr first maich.

Pakistan Fast bowlers Shaheen
shah Afmah, Naseem Shah and
Han=s Raufl leaked 24 mins in
their 30 overs combined in New
Fealandd= total of 320,

Bt Aagily saied thwe rio will rise
to the oocasion.

“We have three specialists amd
I would say one of the best pace
bowling ophions in the game with
Shahorn, Nascem and Hars”
Aagib told reporters.

The former seam boswler
current  attack
reminds him of that from

sadel  the

Anqgib Javed sald
the ourrent attack
reminds him of that
From the 1900s.

the 19608, when Wasim Akram,
Waqur Younis and Aasgib stepped
up after the retirement of the
great Imran Khan.

“They still have time to reach
that level, bt they have all the
ability 1o repeat those sort of
performances,” said Aaqb,

"When vou play against Indis
it is a special feeling and | think
they will bring something apecial
DOTmOrTow.”

He added: “Our fast bowling
options are good and they
are match-winmers”

Bilateral cricket bes
are frozen between the
two rival nations due to
paalitieal  tensions  andd
only  play
each other in

L,

FASTFACT

India refused to tour
Pakiatan for this slght-nation
tournament and will play all
their matches at the Dubai
International Stadium, which
iz axpacted to be full for the

high-profile gamea.

multi-nation events.

India refised to tour Fakistan
for this elghi-nation tourmamend
andd will play all their matches al
the Dubal Intermational Stadium,
which is expected to be full for
the hizh-profile game.

Pakistan, who hammered India
in the last Champdons Trophy
final in 2017, have Aown in from

Rarachl for thelr munst-win clash
el Aapnh say's pressure produces
champions

“There 15 no game you play
without pressure” sxid Aagib.
“Between India and Pakdstan [
doesn't matter it a knock-oul or
whatever. It is beyond the game”

Aaqib saud: *If you look al the
positive, its the best time and
best chance for any individual ar
a team to malke a mark. Massion
and pressure is what a plaver
neeids to showease his game”

The top two teams from each
if the two prouaps make the
semifinals.

The rivals last met in a one-day
gatne al the 2023 Waorld Cup in
Alimedabad, with
winning by seven wickets.
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