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Rahul and Stubbs 
steer Delhi past 
Bengaluru in IPL
DELHI ARE FOURTH, BENGALURU SECOND IN IPL STANDINGS

Reuters
Bengaluru

K
L Rahul and Tristan Stubbs led Delhi 
Capitals to a six-wicket win over 
Royal Challengers  Bengaluru in the 
Indian Premier League on a swel-

tering Saturday, as the  visitors outplayed the 
hosts in a  cracking contest at the M Chinnas-
wamy Stadium. 

Chasing 176, Delhi rode a  composed innings 
from Rahul, who marked his  birthday with a 
fl uent 57 off   34 before Stubbs applied the fi n-
ishing touches, ensuring the target was over-
hauled with a ball to spare.

Put in to bat, Bengaluru opener Phil Salt 
marked his presence with a half-century to 
set the tone, but regular wickets in the innings 
prevented the hosts from accelerating and 
they fi nished on 175-8 in oppressive heat.

Bengaluru struck back early in Delhi’s 
chase, with pacer Bhuvneshwar Kumar deliv-
ering a telling power-play spell that account-
ed for three quick wickets, leaving Delhi under 
pressure at 50-3 inside six overs. 

Local favourite Rahul,  however, steadied 
the innings by striking six fours and two sixes 
in his knock and allowed others to play with-
out pressure despite challenging batting con-
ditions.

“We didn’t want to take it too deep, we just 
 wanted to stay positive... and try to put pres-
sure  on the bowlers,” Rahul said at the post-
match presentation.

“There was faith in Stubbs  and (David) 
Miller. 

“They do this on a daily basis for South Af-
rica and franchise cricket,” he added. 

Stubbs shifted the momentum decisively, 
seizing control with an unbeaten 60-run 
knock to tilt the contest fi rmly in Delhi’s fa-
vour, with steady support from captain Axar 
Patel before he was forced to retire hurt on 26.

Miller (22 off  10) sealed the victory by strik-
ing the winning runs, ensuring there were no 
late alarms.

“I didn’t want to take it into the last over. 
I knew we were going to do it, I didn’t know 
how. But thankfully Miller was at the other 
end. It’s his  bread and butter,” said Stubbs, 
who  was named player of the match. 

The win lifted Delhi to fourth in the stand-
ings with six points, while Bengaluru’s defeat 
dented their push at the top of the table, keep-
ing them second on eight points. 

The match marked a milestone for the 
hosts, who became the fi rst team to play 100 
IPL matches at a single venue - the Chinnas-
wamy Stadium. Former Australia captain Al-
lan Border was among the spectators, watch-
ing his fi rst-ever IPL match.

Earlier, Bengaluru openers Salt and Virat 
Kohli began briskly, but the tempo dipped 
when Lungi Ngidi  struck in his opening over 
to dismiss Kohli for 19 off  13 balls.

Salt, the hosts’ top scorer, then took control 
with a fl uent 63 off  38 deliveries, before Tim 
David added a lively 26 off  17. 

“We were 15-20 runs short. The way we 
started, especially VK bhai (Virat Kohli) and 
Salt, they gave us a good start. Then we start-
ed losing wickets and it put us on the back 
foot,” said Bengaluru captain Rajat Patidar.

Delhi bowlers including Ngidi, Kuldeep 
Yadav and Patel also did a reasonable job in 
checking the run fl ow,  with all three picking  
off  two wickets apiece.

Delhi next face Sunrisers Hyderabad on 
Tuesday, while Bengaluru host Gujarat Titans 
on Friday. 

BRIEF SCORES
Delhi Capitals 179 for 4 (Stubbs 60*, 
Rahul 57, Bhuvneshwar 3-26) beat Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru 175 for 8 (Salt 63, 
Axar 2-18, Kuldeep 2-32) by six wickets

Pakistan include four 
uncapped players as 
Sarfaraz named coach
AFP
Karachi

P
akistan included four un-
capped players in their 
squad announced Sat-
urday for next month’s 

two Test matches against Bangla-
desh, and also appointed Sarfaraz 
Ahmed as head coach.

The matches, part of the World 
Test Championship (WTC) will be 
played in Dhaka (May 8-12) and 
Sylhet (12-16).

Top-order batter Shan Masood 
will lead the Test side, which has 
promising new players in Azan 
Awais, Abdullah Fazal, Amad Butt 
and Muhammad Ghazi Ghori, se-
lected on their good performances 
in domestic cricket.

Spinners Noman Ali and Sajid 
Khan remain Pakistan’s main 
strength with the pace attack in-
cluding Shaheen Shah Afridi and 
Hasan Ali. The players will un-
dergo a camp in Karachi and are 
scheduled to fl y to Bangladesh on 
May 2.

Pakistan Cricket Board also ap-
pointed Sarfaraz as head coach 
to the post that was vacant after 
Azhar Mahmood resigned last year. 
“PCB also confi rms the appoint-
ment of red-ball coaches for the 
Bangladesh tour, with former Test 
captain Ahmed appointed as head 
coach with Asad Shafi q and Umar 
Gul working as batting and bowl-
ing coaches, respectively, on the 

tour,” the PCB said in a statement 
naming the 16-member squad.

Sarfaraz, who won two ICC ti-
tles as captain of Pakistan – ICC 
U19 World Cup 2006 and ICC 
Champions Trophy 2017 also 
guided Pakistan U19 to the ACC 
Men’s U19 Asia Cup title as men-
tor/manager fi ve months ago. 

Shafi q and Gul are both former 
Pakistan players. Asad featured in 
147 international matches (77 Tests, 
60 ODIs, 10 T20Is), scoring 6,188 
runs, including 12 centuries and 
36 half-centuries. Right-arm fast 
bowler Umar featured in 237 in-
ternational matches (47 Tests, 130 
ODIs, 60 T20Is), taking 427 wickets.

Squad: Shan Masood (captain), 
Abdullah Fazal, Amad Butt, Azan 
Awais, Babar Azam, Hasan Ali, 
Imam-ul-Haq, Khurram Shahzad, 
Mohammad Abbas, Mohammad 
Rizwan, Muhammad Ghazi Ghori, 
Noman Ali, Sajid Khan, Salman 
Ali Agha, Saud Shakeel, Shaheen 
Shah Afridi.

Delhi Capitals’ Tristan Stubbs (right) bumps his fists with teammate KL Rahul during the IPL match against Royal Challengers Bengaluru at the 
M Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru yesterday. (AFP)

Former Australian Test great and captain 
Allan Border watches the IPL match with his 
son in Hyderabad yesterday. Border, who 
played 156 Tests, captained Australia to World 
Cup glory in 1987.

Fakhar Zaman of Lahore Qalandars celebrates with his teammate 
Mohammad Farooq during their Pakistan Super League match 
against Rawalpindiz in Karachi on Saturday. Qalandars beat 
Rawalpindiz on the back of a superb 84 by Zaman. Farooq scored 
63. Qalandars won by 32 runs after scoring 210/4 in their 20 overs. 
Rawalpindiz were restricted to 178/9 in 20 overs.

Fakhar shines as 
Qalandars win in PSL

Abhishek, Malinga sparkle in SRH’s victory
AFP
Hyderabad, India

S
ri Lankan pacer Eshan 
Malinga’s tight spell of 
3-29 and a trademark 
blistering half-century by 

Abhishek Sharma helped Sunris-
ers Hyderabad down Chennai Su-
per Kings by 10 runs yestreday in 
the Indian Premier League.

After being put in to bat, Hy-
derabad posted a formidable 
194-9 on the back of Abhishek’s 
59 off  22 and veteran South Africa 
international Heinrich Klaasen’s 
59 off  39.

In reply, fi ve-time winners 
Chennai lost opener and India’s 
T20 World Cup hero Sanju Sam-
son cheaply for 7 off  3.

Impact substitute Ayush Mha-
tre hit a quickfi re 30 off  13, giving 
the chase momentum but a sharp 
catch by Klaasen cut short the 
teenager’s heroics.

A fl urry of quick wickets fol-
lowed, stymying the run fl ow in 
the middle overs.

Despite handy contributions 
by Australian T20 specialist Mat-
thew Short and Indian batter 
Sarfaraz Khan, Chennai’s innings 
never recovered from the early 
blows.

Chennai skipper Ruturaj Gaik-

wad blamed the defeat on the 
lack of partnerships in the middle 
over.

“It was just about 80 runs 
needed in (the last) 10 overs in 
the chase,” he said. “From there it 
was just about building a couple 
of partnerships.”

Malinga was ably assisted by 
Indian all-rounder Nitish Kumar 
Reddy, who returned fi gures of 
2-31 in his four overs.

Sunrisers captain Ishan Kishan 
was all praise for his bowlers who 
he said helped his team cross the 

line despite being “20-30 (runs) 
short”. “Lovely when you have a 
bunch of young bowlers coming 
up with their plans,” said Kishan

Earlier, Sunrisers Hyderabad 
got off  to a fl ying start with open-
ers Abhishek and Travis Head 
notching up 75 runs in the pow-
erplay. Head was the fi rst to go, 
immediately followed by captain 
Ishan Kishan who was out for a 
fi rst ball duck.

Abhishek followed soon after. 
Klaasen held steady at one end 
before being bowled by pacer An-

shul Kamboj. For Chennai, Kam-
boj returned the most productive 
fi gures, taking three wickets for 
22 runs. Chennai are still waiting 
for the return of India legend MS 
Dhoni, who is recovering from a 
calf injury.

BRIEF SCORES
Sunrisers Hyderabad 194 for 9 
(Abhishek 59, Klaasen 59, Kamboj 
3-22, Overton 3-37) beat Chennai 
Super Kings 184 for 8 (Mhatre 
34, Malinga 3-29, Reddy 2-31) by 
10 runs

Sunrisers Hyderabad’s Travis Head (right) and his Indian teammate Abhishek Sharma speak during the IPL 
match against Chennai Super Kings in Hyderabad yesterday. (AFP)

Gujarat sink Kolkata with 
adaptable bowling, says Rabada

Ahmedabad:  Gujarat Titans 
adapted to conditions to secure 
a five-wicket win over Kolkata 
Knight Riders on Friday, fast 
bowler Kagiso Rabada said, 
focusing on tight  bowling instead 
of the explosive batting that has  
been the hallmark of  the Indian 
Premier League.
Gujarat’s victory was shaped by 
 a disciplined bowling display 
 led by Rabada and India  pacer 
Mohammed Siraj, before captain 
Shubman Gill anchored the 
chase with a commanding 86 off  
50, consigning ailing Kolkata to 
another defeat. Rabada couldn’t 
create a defining impact early in 
the season, with the South African 
striking at key moments but con-
ceding runs too freely to allow op-
posing teams back into contests.
Against Kolkata, however, he 
found  the right balance, sharing 
the new ball and bowling the 
entire powerplay alongside Siraj.
“Extra bounce has probably been 
my ally throughout my  entire 
career,” Rabada told reporters.
“You look at  someone like Siraj - 
he’s more skiddy, and on  wickets 
that stay low he becomes a lot 
more of a threat than I do. Where-
as on pitches that perhaps have a 
bit more bounce, you’re looking 
at that favouring my strength a 
bit more.”

The decision to persist with Raba-
da and Siraj during the powerplay 
paid dividends, as the pair struck 
early to leave Kolkata reeling at 
37-3 inside six overs.
“On any given  day, you could have 
 them five down in that powerplay, 
but we’ll take three down any 
day,” the 30-year-old said.
“And then moving on to the mid-
dle overs and the death overs, 
it’s just about executing a game 
plan that we feel is going to work 
based on what we’ve adapted or 
pre-planned the ones to.”
Kolkata found resistance later 
through Cameron Green, whose  
resilient 79 briefly threatened to 
wrest momentum back, but the 
visitors were eventually restricted 
to 180 which Gujarat chased down 
with two balls to spare.
After the win, Gujarat climbed to 
fourth in the standings. 
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