SUNDAR PICHAI

LEADING A GOLIATH
By Andrew Ng

Few leaders have brought artificial intelli-
gence to more people than Sundar Pichai.
Since becoming CEO of Google in 2015,
he has overseen the translation and im-
plementation of Google’s research break-
throughs into products used by billions.

After OpenAl captured the public
imagination with ChatGPT’s 2022 launch,
Google faced questions about its leader-
ship in Al Pichai responded decisively,
merging the company’s premier labs,
Google Brain and DeepMind, to create
Gemini, which the company rolled out as
a stand-alone product and integrated with
Search, Android, Chrome, Google Cloud,
and more. Even though Google is 27 years
old, Pichai’s leadership has emphasized
startup-like nimbleness, launching inno-
vative Al products—like Nano Banana,
Google Al Studio, Notebook LM, Gemini
CLI, and Antigravity—not directly tied to
its core ad businesses.

As a result, Google remains an Al deep-
tech powerhouse, and its Al systems are
reshaping how information is created and
consumed worldwide. In an era when Al
is redefining knowledge, work, and power,
Pichai’s influence lies not only in what
Google builds, but in how widely it is used.

Ng is the founder of DeepLearning Al and
the co-founder of Google Brain
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