Trump and Modi had a call about the Iran war. Elon Musk joined them.

WASHINGTON — Elon
Musk participated in a phone
call this week with President

Trump and
POLITICAL PrimepMinister
NOTEBOOK narendra Modi
~ ofIndia, an un-
usual appearance by a private
citizen on a call between two
heads of state during a wartime

The inclusion of Musk, con-
firmed by two US officials, sug-
gests that the world’s richest
man is back on better terms
with the president. The two men
had a falling out last summer
following the billionaire’s depar-
ture from the government,
where he had been tasked with
slashing the workforce. They ap-
pear to have smoothed things
over in recent months.

The US officials asked for an-
onymity because they were not
authorized to speak publicly.

It is unclear why Musk was
on the call Tuesday or whether
he spoke. His companies have
taken on significant investment
from sovereign wealth funds in
countries in the Middle East, in-
cluding Saudi Arabia and Qatar.
Musk has also long coveted a
greater commercial presence in
India. And SpaceX, his private
rocket company, has been con-
sidering an initial public offer-
ing later this year, which could
be thrown into turmoil if global
economic conditions worsen.

The call, US and Indian offi-
cials have said, was about the es-
calating crisis in the Middle
East, and in particular the Irani-
an military’s control of the Strait
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Representative Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick appeared for a
hearing of the House Ethics Committee Thursday.

of Hormuz, which is crucial for
the shipping of oil and gas
around the globe. The halt to
most maritime traffic through
the strait has led to surging en-
ergy prices worldwide and
roiled markets. Some Asian na-
tions are on the verge of having
to ration fuel.

“Ensuring that the Strait of
Hormuz remains open, secure
and accessible is essential for
the whole world. We agreed to
stay in touch regarding efforts
towards peace and stability,”
Modi wrote on social media on
Tuesday.

While he helped elect Trump
and played a significant role in
cutting the federal bureaucracy
last year, Musk does not have a
government position. In the first
months of the administration,
he had the title of “special gov-
ernment employee” while over-
seeing a group known as DOGE
that tried to make deep cuts to
federal operations and spend-

ing, which led to tensions be-
tween Musk and other senior
Trump aides.
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Lawmaker broke 25 ethics
rules, House panel says

WASHINGTON — Democrat-
ic Representative Sheila Cherfi-
Ius-McCormick of Florida com-
mitted numerous violations of
House rules and ethics stan-
dards, the House Ethics Com-
mittee found Friday in a ruling
that could add weight to Repub-
licans’ push to expel her from
Congress.

After meeting into early Fri-
day morning following a seven-
hour hearing, the ethics panel of
four Democrats and four Repub-
licans found that Cherfilus-Mc-
Cormick had committed 25 eth-
ics violations. The panel said it
would recommend a punish-
ment in the coming weeks.

The allegations center
around Cherfilus-McCormick’s

receipt of millions of dollars
from her family’s health care
business after Florida made an
overpayment of roughly $5 mil-
lion in disaster relief funds.
Cherfilus-McCormick is accused
of using that money to fund her
2022 congressional campaign
through a network of businesses
and family members.

The congresswoman, who is
running for a fourth term repre-
senting a southeastern Florida
district, has denied wrongdoing,
and her attorney stridently criti-
cized Thursday’s public hearing
— the first open proceeding in
nearly 15 years. But the ruling
from the Ethics Committee may
fuel a potential vote on her ex-
pulsion and divide a Democratic
caucus that is trying to make a
comeback to power in the No-
vember midterm elections.

Cherfilus-McCormick also
faces federal charges for alleged-
ly stealing the $5 million in
COVID-19 disaster relief funds
and using it for purchases like a
3-carat yellow diamond ring.
Her brother, former chief of
staff, and accountant were also
charged. She has pleaded not
guilty to those charges, and her
attorney indicated Thursday
that the trial is expected to start
in the coming months.

The congresswoman de-
clined to testify during Thurs-
day’s ethics hearing, citing her
Fifth Amendment right against
self-incrimination. Her attorney,
William Barzee, sparred with
some of the lawmakers on the
ethics panel and argued that
they should have allowed a thor-

ough ethics trial, where he could
present witnesses and evidence
to counter the conclusions of
House investigators.
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Lawyers for Ga. county, US
battle over seized ballots

ATLANTA — Attorneys for
Georgia’s Fulton County and
President Trump’s administra-
tion squared off in court Friday
over the county’s demand that
the FBI return seized ballots and
other materials from the 2020
election.

Abbe Lowell, representing
Fulton County, repeatedly called
the January seizure “unusual”
because it involved an old elec-
tion and allegations that have al-
ready been investigated in the
years since Donald Trump, a Re-
publican, lost the county and the
state to Joe Biden, a Democrat.

Lowell suggested that the
Trump administration seized
the materials because it grew
impatient with the pace of litiga-
tion the Justice Department
filed to obtain them last year. He
said the affidavit used to obtain
a search warrant failed to allege
any specific crime or accuse any-
one of intentionally committing
any wrongdoing.

“There’s nothing to support
that there’s an ongoing investi-
gation that matters,” Lowell told
US District Judge J.P. Boulee, ar-
guing that the federal govern-
ment should return the seized
documents.

Tysen Duma, a Justice De-
partment attorney, dismissed
disputes over the grounds for

the seizure as “posturing.”
Lawyers for the federal gov-
ernment said the Justice Depart-
ment had already provided Ful-
ton County with digital copies of
everything taken and needs to
retain physical copies to carry
out its own investigation.
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Iran a source of frustration
for young CPAC attendees

GRAPEVINE, Texas — A gen-
erational divide over the Iran
war surfaced Thursday between
older attendees and their politi-
cal heirs at this year’s Conserva-
tive Political Action Conference,
as the group’s leaders pleaded
for unity in a challenging mid-
term election year for Republi-
cans.

Younger conservatives spoke
of disappointment and even “be-
trayal” over President Trump's
launch of strikes against Iran,
saying in interviews that the
president’s actions run counter
to his many pledges to oppose
foreign entanglements.

Meanwhile, older conserva-
tives were looking past Trump's
campaign criticism of military
action to topple foreign regimes,
arguing the war in Iran is a
pragmatic act forced by threats
to the United States.

That split could reflect flag-
ging enthusiasm for Trump
among some younger voters, a
potentially troubling sign for Re-
publicans heading into midterm
elections and for the conserva-
tive movement as it looks to
build beyond Trump’s tenure.
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