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BY SHAN LI

EARTH DAY FESTIVITIES: Students planted mangroves in Banda Aceh, Indonesia, on Tuesday.
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On his first trip to India,
Vice President JD Vance dined
with Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, announced
progress toward a trade deal
between the two countries
and compared New Delhi fa-
vorably with Western capitals.
“There’s a vitality to India, a

sense of infinite possibility,”
Vance said in a speech during
a four-day visit with his In-
dian-American wife, Usha
Vance, and their three children.
“It’s a striking contrast with
too many in the West, where
some in our leadership class
seem stricken by self-doubt
and even fear of the future.”
Vance said the relationship

between the U.S. and India
would define the 21st century.
“I also believe that if we

fail to work together success-
fully, the 21st century could be
a very dark time for all of hu-
manity,” he said.
Pride in its history and cul-

ture, he said, contrasts India
with Western countries that
took on the “same bland, secu-
lar, universal values.” Visiting
Europe in February, the vice
president accused its leaders
of repressing free speech and
ignoring the will of voters on
issues such as mass migration.
Under Modi, India has pro-

moted its Hindu-majority
identity, though critics say the
rights of religious minorities,
including the large Muslim
population, have eroded dur-
ing the hard-right leader’s

ness. The report also noted
that India subjects foreign e-
commerce firms to different
rules than homegrown com-
petitors on what they can sell.
Past big-ticket Indian pur-

chases of U.S. goods—such as
Boeing airplanes for civilian
airlines and GE engines for
domestic military produc-
tion—have faced delays.
Vance said on Tuesday that

the U.S. planned to increase
co-production of defense
equipment with India, boost
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more than decade in power.
India and the U.S. have

grown closer in recent years
as trade partners and defense
allies to counter an expansion-
ist China. New Delhi is work-
ing to cement a trade agree-
ment with the U.S., its largest
trade partner, before a 90-day
pause on high tariffs an-
nounced by the Trump admin-
istration expires in July. What
are called reciprocal tariffs
would levy duties of 26% on
Indian exports. President

Trump in the past has called
India a “tariff king.”
The U.S. and India an-

nounced broad terms of nego-
tiation after Vance’s meeting
with Modi on Monday eve-
ning. The Office of the U.S.
Trade Representative said the
U.S. would seek increased
market access, lower tariffs
and nontariff barriers, and a
“robust set of additional com-
mitments.” During Modi’s visit
to Washington in February,
the Indian leader and Trump

said they aimed by 2030 to
nearly quadruple trade from
last year’s level, to $500 bil-
lion. Neither side has dis-
closed details about what it is
asking for—or offering.
Last month, the Office of

the U.S. Trade Representative
outlined nuisances limiting
U.S. trade with India apart
from high tariffs. These in-
clude technical or quality
measures that hold up or limit
exports, and compliance in-
spections that disrupt busi-

energy exports to India and
help New Delhi explore its
own offshore natural-gas and
critical-mineral supplies. He
urged India to buy more
American ethanol.
“This administration recog-

nizes that cheap dependable
energy is an essential part of
making things,” Vance said. It
is “an essential part of eco-
nomic independence for both
of our nations.”
He also raised the issue of a

liability law that has deterred
U.S. companies from investing
in nuclear-power plants in In-
dia. Indian officials have sig-
naled in recent weeks they
plan to amend the law, which
holds suppliers responsible for
accidents at power plants they
take part in building.
Vance’s remarks offered

further reassurance to Indian
officials and policy experts
who have seen opportunities
arising from the tariffs un-
leashed on Trump’s “Libera-
tion Day.” If the reciprocal tar-
iffs are applied at the
announced rates, India faces
far lower tariffs than China or
even Vietnam. The U.S. trade
deficit with India stood at
nearly $46 billion in 2024.
At the end of his speech,

Vance said his three chil-
dren—3, 5 and 7 years old—
have taken a great liking to
only two of the world leaders
they have met so far: Trump
and Modi. When Vance first
met Modi at an artificial-intel-
ligence conference in Paris in
February, the prime minister
made a point of wishing his
son Vivek a happy fifth birth-
day and bringing him a gift.
“The great thing about kids

is they are brutally honest,”
Vance said. “Our kids just like
him.”

Vance Touts Big Future for U.S.-India Ties
Vice president’s
comments contrast
with opprobrium for
European leaders

Vice President JD Vance and his sons watch a cultural performance Tuesday at Amber Fort, a historical site in Jaipur, India.
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WORLD WATCH EUROZONE
Uncertainty Has
Consumers Gloomy
Consumers in the eurozone

are feeling gloomier as uncer-
tainty around President
Trump’s tariffs spells economic
challenges, a gauge published
Tuesday showed. The Euro-
pean Commission’s flash con-
sumer-confidence indicator for
the 20-nation eurozone slid to
minus 16.7 this month from
minus 14.5 in March. Econo-
mists had expected a smaller
fall, to minus 15.
“The first consumer confi-

dence survey for the eurozone
since ‘Liberation Day’ in the
U.S. isn’t pretty,” Melanie
Debono at Pantheon Macro-
economics wrote in a note, us-
ing Trump’s term for the day
of the tariff announcement.
Earlier Tuesday, the Inter-

national Monetary Fund low-
ered its eurozone growth fore-
cast for 2025 to 0.8% from 1%.

—Joshua Kirby

GAZA
Deadly Israeli Strike
Wrecks Bulldozers
Israeli strikes on the Gaza

Strip killed at least 17 Pales-
tinians, mostly women and
children, and destroyed bull-
dozers and other heavy equip-
ment supplied by Egypt and
Qatar to clear rubble. Israel
has destroyed vast areas of
Gaza, and the territory already
had a shortage of heavy
equipment, also needed to res-
cue people from the rubble af-
ter strikes and to clear roads.
Israel said Hamas used the

vehicles in planting explo-
sives, digging tunnels, and
breaching fences, including
during the Oct. 7, 2023 attack.
A municipality in northern

Gaza said a strike on its ga-
rage destroyed nine bulldoz-
ers, a water tanker and a mo-
bile generator provided by aid
groups, and a truck used to
pump sewage.

—Associated Press

GREECE
Rare Surplus Fuels
Spending Plans
Greece’s prime minister on

Tuesday announced 1 billion
euros, equivalent to $1.15 bil-
lion, in financial benefits for
households and the public in-
vestment program funding in-
frastructure and social proj-
ects, after the country became
one of just six of the 27 Euro-
pean Union members to post
a budget surplus in 2024.
Greece’s surplus of 1.3% of

gross domestic product—
compared with an overall EU
deficit of 3.2%—was a marked
improvement for a country
that was deeply mired in a
debt crisis that roiled the EU
and international financial
markets about a decade ago.
Among the benefits, the

prime minister said: To tackle
housing problems, renters will
have the cost of a month’s
rent returned to them annually.

—Associated Press

Pierre Poilievre, leader of
Canada’s Conservative Party,
seemed set to become Can-
ada’s next prime minister at
the start of 2025.
For more than a year, his

party had a 20-point lead in
opinion polls over then-Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau’s Lib-
eral Party and momentum to-
ward a landslide victory.
Then came President

Trump.
Trump’s trade war and

threats to annex Canada have
upended Cana-
dian politics. In
less than three
months, the
Conservatives
have gone from
heavy favorites
to underdogs in
an election set
for April 28.
Poi l ievre’s

problem is bad
timing. His pre-
ferred foil, the unpopular
Trudeau, resigned in March,
when Trump’s belligerent
rhetoric sparked a patriotic
backlash that rallied Canadi-
ans around their government.
The Conservatives trail the
Liberals by five points, accord-
ing to polling aggregator
338Canada.
Poilievre, who has promised

to shake up Canada if he wins,
is using the wrong playbook for
the moment, conservative
strategists said. “With the
amount of disruption and

change coming at the country
from Trump, the election has
shifted from disruption to safe
hands,” said Kory Teneycke,
who led Doug Ford’s re-election
campaign to lead Ontario, Can-
ada’s most populous province.
The beneficiary of Canadi-

ans’ flight to safety is Mark
Carney, the former head of the
Canadian and U.K. central
banks who succeeded Trudeau
in March as Liberal Party
leader and prime minister. He
has pitched himself as a steady
leader who guided Canada
through the 2008 financial cri-
sis and the U.K. through Brexit.

“I have a lot
of experience
with crises,”
Carney said on a
F r e n c h - l a n -
guage talk show
April 13. “The
situation is diffi-
cult, but that’s
the reason I’m
here.”
Voters seem

to be buying his
pitch. An April 16 poll by Aba-
cus Data showed 43% of re-
spondents thought Carney
was the better candidate to
handle Trump, compared with
36% who chose Poilievre.
Poilievre, a 45-year-old ca-

reer politician, used many of
the same populist themes as
Trump to win the conserva-
tive leadership in 2022. He
supported truckers who block-
aded Ottawa in 2022 to pro-
test Covid-19 lockdowns. He
promised to slash taxes,
shrink the government, end

Liberals’ climate-change poli-
cies and end “wokeism” in the
Canadian military. His election
slogans, such as “Canada
First,” echo Trump’s.
His focus on economic

problems and relentless criti-
cisms that the Liberal Party
had neglected inflation and
real-life concerns of Canadians
in favor of progressive projects
drove his approval numbers
higher than any conservative
leader in decades.
But a campaign that mimics

Trump’s is making it difficult
for Poilievre to break through
with voters he needs to secure
a majority, said David Coletto,
Abacus Data’s chief executive
officer.
“They think he’s like

Trump, or what he says and
how he says it is just turning
them off in the same way
Trump turns them off,” Co-
letto said.
Poilievre has been address-

ing the Trump question in in-
terviews. He contrasted his
background as the adopted
son of schoolteachers with
Trump’s wealthy upbringing.
“We don’t really share any-

thing in common,” Poilievre
said in an April 13 interview
on the Knowledge Project, a
Canadian podcast. “He was
born into a very wealthy mil-
lionaire family, and I was born
in very humble beginnings.
There’s a lot of policies that
he has that I disagree with.”
During a party leaders’ de-

bate on April 17, Poilievre at-
tacked Carney as a Trudeau
clone. He said Canadians can’t

afford to hand the Liberal
Party another term, arguing
households are struggling with
higher grocery bills and hous-
ing costs have escalated. “Car-
ney is not change,” Poilievre
said. “Justin Trudeau made
exactly the same promises.”
Poilievre has tried to keep

the focus on the economy and
the cost of living. He describes
the past 10 years, when Can-
ada’s productivity fell and gross
domestic product per capita
stagnated, as the “lost Liberal
decade.” He has criticized Lib-
erals for copying his plan to
undo their unpopular consumer
carbon tax and adopting poli-
cies similar to Conservative
plans to cut taxes and spend
more on the military.

Poilievre’s best hope might
lie in someone he can’t con-
trol: Trump. While he has
maintained some tariffs on
Canadian goods, the president
has narrowed his focus on
global adversaries to China,
brightening the Conservatives’
fortunes. Canadians, too, are
thinking more about the cost
of living and less about
Trump, said the Angus Reid
Institute, a polling group.
“The tariff issue has been

living rent-free in Canadians’
heads for months,” said
Shachi Kurl, Angus Reid’s
president. “But something else
is now taking up more space—
that is, worries over the im-
pacts of those tariffs on their
household wallets.”

BY VIPAL MONGA
AND PAUL VIEIRA

Flight to Safety Undercuts Canadian Populist

Pierre Poilievre, shown campaigning earlier this month, has
promised to shake up Canada if he wins the election.
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Suspected militants opened
fire in a popular tourist valley
in the Indian-administered
Kashmir on Tuesday, killing at
least 25 people and wounding
15 more, according to govern-
ment officials.
At least two gunmen

opened fire in remote Baisa-
ran Valley, a scenic meadow
about 55 miles south of Srina-
gar, two police officials said.
The mountainous region
draws thousands of Indian
visitors daily, particularly dur-
ing the summer as a respite
from the heat farther south.
Police said that most of the

dead were Indian tourists. At
least two were foreigners, ac-
cording to government offi-
cials. The attackers fled imme-
diately after the assault.
“Needless to say, this attack

is much larger than anything
we’ve seen directed at civil-
ians in recent years,” the re-
gion’s chief minister, Omar Ab-
dullah, wrote in a post on X.
Kashmir is one of the

world’s most militarized re-
gions, claimed by both India
and Pakistan, which have
fought several wars over it.
A group calling itself

“Kashmir Resistance” claimed
responsibility on social media.

BY AAKASH HASSAN AND SHAN LI

At Least 25
Are Killed
By Gunmen
In Kashmir

Poilievre is
using the wrong
playbook for the

moment,
strategists said.


