
Rothesay County Championship
Division One
Durham v Yorkshire
Riverside Ground (final day of four):
Yorkshire (13pts) drew with Durham (15)
Yorkshire: First Innings 307 (J H Wharton 69;
D M Bess 66; G C H Hill 64; B A Raine 4 for 64;
B J Doggett 4 for 69)
Second Innings (overnight 132-4)
*†J M Bairstow not out 86
G C H Hill c McKinney b Ackermann 24
M L Revis c Robinson b Ackermann 40
D M Bess not out 2
Extras (b 6, lb 11, w 1, nb 4) 22
Total (6 wkts, 105.3 overs) 277
Fall of wickets 1-25, 2-39, 3-114, 4-117, 5-176,
6-272.
Bowling Raine 29.3-7-69-2; Potts 30-6-88-2;
Doggett 10-3-25-0; Ackermann 24-7-49-2;
Rhodes 12-2-29-0.
Durham: First Innings 427 (A Z Lees 172; E N
Gay 152)
Umpires: M J Saggers and S Shanmugam

Essex v Worcestershire
Chelmsford (final day of four): Essex (19pts)
beat Worcestershire (3) by 28 runs
Essex: First Innings 179 (J A Duffy 4 for 39)
Second Innings 317 (P I Walter 104; N R M
Thain 54)
Worcestershire: First Innings 202 (C A K Ra-
jitha 4 for 52)
Second Innings (overnight 185-6)
M J Waite b Porter 27
E A Brookes c and b Porter 88
T A I Taylor c Walter b Porter 1
B M J Allison b Rajitha 0
J A Duffy not out 0
Extras (b 4, lb 16, w 1, nb 4) 25

Total (84.4 overs) 266
Fall of wickets 1-0, 2-18, 3-32, 4-78, 5-119,
6-162, 7-186, 8-192, 9-202.
Bowling Porter 24.4-8-52-6; Snater 26-8-69-1;
Rajitha 18-3-67-1; Thain 7-0-35-1; Harmer 9-5-
23-1.
Umpires: S J O’Shaughnessy and R A White

Hampshire v Somerset
The Rose Bowl (final day of four): Somerset
(11pts) drew with Hampshire (13)
Somerset: First Innings 184 (B T J Wheal 4 for
46; J K Fuller 4 for 42)
Second Innings (overnight 103-1)
S R Dickson not out 77
T A Lammonby c Prest b Abbott 24
T B Abell not out 27
Extras (b 6, lb 4, w 1) 11
Total (2 wkts, 61.3 overs) 163
Fall of wickets 1-50, 2-107.
Bowling Abbott 18.3-4-38-1; Wheal 15-4-30-0;
Fuller 9-1-27-1; Dawson 9-1-20-0; Prest 5-1-
18-0; Hampton 5-0-20-0.
Hampshire: First Innings 336 (N R T
Gubbins 82; L A Dawson 72; M Pretorius 5 for
64)
Umpires: M Burns and D J Millns

Sussex v Surrey
Hove (final day of four): Sussex (14pts) drew
with Surrey (15)
Sussex: First Innings 435 (T J Haines 174; T P
Alsop 63; D P Hughes 62; A A P Atkinson 4 for
120)
Second Innings
T J Haines not out 69
D P Hughes not out 49
Extras (lb 4nb 10) 14
Total (no wkt, 36 overs) 132

Bowling Atkinson 5-0-20-0; Worrall 6-0-
23-0; Lawrence 9-0-36-0; Fisher 3-2-5-0;
Sykes 9-1-20-0; Burns 3-0-22-0; Sibley 1-0-2-0.
Surrey: First Innings (overnight 390-3)
D W Lawrence c sub b Robinson 117
†B T Foakes c Simpson b Seales 60
R S Patel c Simpson b Seales 24
O F M Sykes c Simpson b Coles 37
J Clark lbw b Coles 14
A A P Atkinson b Coles 4
M D Fisher b Coles 0
D J Worrall not out 3
Extras (b 4, lb 5, w 7, nb 14) 30
Total (109.1 overs) 490
Fall of wickets 1-34, 2-213, 3-237, 4-390, 5-420,
6-429, 7-465, 8-479, 9-479.
Bowling Robinson 31-6-136-2; Seales
25-4-81-3; Carson 11-0-57-0; Hudson-Prentice
10-0-56-0; Coles 21.1-0-108-5; Clark 11-1-43-0.
Umpires: P R Pollard and B J Debenham

Warwickshire v Nottinghamshire
Edgbaston (final day of four): Warwickshire
(11pts) drew with Nottinghamshire (14)
Warwickshire: First Innings 93 (B A Hutton 5
for 38; F P O’Neill 5 for 19)
Second Innings (overnight 163-6)
E G Barnard not out 40
O J Hannon-Dalby not out 7
Extras (b 9, lb 4, nb 12) 25
Total (6 wkts, 80.4 overs) 181
Fall of wickets 1-11, 2-45, 3-69, 4-94, 5-141,
6-158.
Bowling Hutton 17.4-8-28-1; O’Neill 18-6-34-2;
James 14-3-39-0; Tongue 20-6-49-2; Ahmed
11-7-18-1.
Nottinghamshire: First Innings 367 (H Ham-
eed 138 not out; M G Booth 5 for 90)
Umpires: T Lungley and J D Middlebrook

P W L D Bat Bwl Ded Pts
Sussex 3 1 0 2 8 9 0.00 49
Nottinghamshire 3 1 0 2 8 9 0.00 49
Essex 3 1 0 2 7 8 0.00 47
Warwickshire 3 1 0 2 6 8 0.00 46
Hampshire 3 1 0 2 2 9 0.00 43
Yorkshire 3 1 1 1 7 9 0.00 40
Surrey 3 0 0 3 8 6 0.00 38
Somerset 3 0 1 2 5 9 0.00 30
Durham 3 0 2 1 10 8 0.00 26
Worcestershire 3 0 2 1 0 7 0.00 15

Division Two
Derbyshire v Northamptonshire
Derby (final day of four): Derbyshire (12pts)
drew with Northamptonshire (16)
Derbyshire: First Innings 307 (B D Guest 91;
W L Madsen 89; J Broad 4 for 60)
Second Innings 202-3 (C P Jewell 71; W L
Madsen 62 not out)
Northamptonshire: First Innings 500-8 dec
(L A Procter 150; S A Zaib 105; R S Vasconcelos
82; R I Keogh 51)
Umpires: R J Bailey and A C Harris

Kent v Gloucestershire
Canterbury (final day of four): Kent (14pts)
drew with Gloucestershire (16)
Gloucestershire: First Innings 472 (J R Bra-
cey 151*; C D Green 112; N N Gilchrist 7 for 100)
Second Innings (overnight 112-2)
O J Price c sub b Leaning 56
M A H Hammond c Muyeye b Leaning 89
C D Green lbw b Evison 3
†J R Bracey not out 30
G L van Buuren not out 56
Extras (b 8, lb 1, w 6, nb 4) 19
Total (5 wkts dec, 86 overs) 333
Fall of wickets 1-71, 2-93, 3-226, 4-234, 5-238.
Bowling Gilchrist 12-1-43-0; Singh 8-0-45-0;
Evison 17-3-47-2; Ali 14-1-53-0; Leaning 27-1-
106-3; Muyeye 8-0-30-0.

Kent: First Innings 393 (B G Compton 178; G
Stewart 51)
Second Innings
Z Crawley not out 54
B G Compton c Bracey b T J Price 1
*D J Bell-Drummond lbw b T J Price 2
T S Muyeye lbw b T J Price 20
J A Leaning c Bancroft b T J Price 0
J D M Evison b Shaw 15
†H Z Finch c Hammond b O J Price 1
G Stewart not out 16
Extras (b 6, lb 6, w 1, nb 2) 15
Total (6 wkts, 40.3 overs) 124
Fall of wickets 1-2, 2-4, 3-46, 4-49, 5-96, 6-97.
Bowling Taylor 7-1-15-0; Price 10-2-33-4; van
Buuren 5-0-11-0; Shaw 9.3-0-38-1; Charles-
worth 2-0-11-0; Price 7-4-4-1.
Umpires: P K Baldwin and C M Watts

Lancashire v Leicestershire
Old Trafford (final day of four): Lancashire
(11pts) drew with Leicestershire (15)
Lancashire: First Innings 263 (M S Harris 77;
G P Balderson 51; T A R Scriven 5 for 46)
Second Innings (overnight 16-3)
J J Bohannon not out 45
M S Harris not out 34
Extras (b 4) 4
Total (3 wkts, 24 overs) 90
Fall of wickets 1-5, 2-7, 3-11.
Bowling Holland 8-1-22-2; van Beek
9-1-37-1; Ahmed 4-2-4-0; Kimber 3-0-23-0.
Leicestershire: First Innings 491-8 dec (P S P
Handscomb 142 not out; R Ahmed 100; L J Hill
64)
Umpires: I D Blackwell and N Ashraf

Middlesex v Glamorgan
Lord’s (final day of four): Middlesex (21pts)
beat Glamorgan (1) by nine wickets

Glamorgan: First Innings 199 (Z Ul-Hassan
65; B I Kellaway 54 not out)
Second Innings (overnight 186-5)
K S Carlson c Davies b Roland-Jones 54
†C B Cooke lbw b Brookes 69
T van der Gugten b Paterson 28
E O Leonard b Khan 47
S Bashir c Roland-Jones b Brookes 1
A M Fernando not out 3
Extras (b 8, lb 3, nb 6) 17
Total (108 overs) 329
Fall of wickets 1-93, 2-93, 3-108, 4-148, 5-148,
6-186, 7-233, 8-321, 9-325.
Bowling Paterson 27-5-86-2; Roland-
Jones 23-7-68-3; Brookes 15-2-55-2; Higgins
18-3-58-1; Khan 24-5-49-2; Fernandes 1-0-2-0.
Middlesex: First Innings 470-9 dec (M D E
Holden 107; J L du Plooy 89; B B A
Geddes 83; N S Fernandes 58; B I Kellaway 4
for 61)
Second Innings
S S Eskinazi not out 19
M D E Holden c Northeast b Leonard 7
J L du Plooy not out 27
Extras (lb 1, w 1, nb 4) 6
Total (1 wkt, 7.5 overs) 59
Fall of wicket 1-9.
Bowling Fernando 4-0-29-0; Leonard 3.5-0-
29-1.
Umpires: N Pratt and B J Peverall

P W L D Bat Bwl Ded Pts
Leicestershire 3 1 0 2 13 9 0.00 54
Kent 3 2 0 1 3 9 0.00 52
Derbyshire 3 1 0 2 8 8 0.00 48
Middlesex 3 1 1 1 3 8 0.00 35
Lancashire 3 0 0 3 3 7 0.00 34
Gloucestershire 3 0 1 2 9 9 0.00 34
Northamptonshire 3 0 1 2 9 9 0.00 34
Glamorgan 3 0 2 1 3 4 0.00 15

Cricket scoreboards

Edgbaston (final day of four): 
Warwickshire (11pts) drew with 
Nottinghamshire (14)

Neville Scott

Warwickshire v 
Nottinghamshire

Although Nottinghamshire still lead
Division One alongside Sussex, rain in
gloomy Birmingham denied them their
chance to go eight points clear. 

When play eventually began at
3.45pm a theoretical 36 overs remained
in a match that, on the final count later,
had surrendered 168 in all to the
elements. Nottinghamshire required
four more wickets knowing that, with
an overnight arrears of 111, Warwick-
shire had no realistic chance of using up
more time by making them bat again.

The tireless fast bowler Oliver
Hannon-Dalby, now back from injury,
resumed with the bat, resisted seven
changes of bowling in an hour and even
stood up to Josh Tongue when he
cranked his pace up to 86mph with
seven fielders in close-catching posi-
tions. He has a career batting average of
less than eight and his bat is not even
sponsored. More fool the sponsors.

In light that at 5.05pm was deemed
unplayable, he left the field with seven
from the 62 balls he had faced with Ed
Barnard on 40, having added five runs
from 69 balls since the resumption.

At 5.21pm spitting rain came and with
no further play possible, the umpires, at
5.59pm, finally brought down the
curtain on one of the more frustrating
Easters Edgbaston can have hosted.

Jamie Porter took six wickets to help
Essex secure their first win of the
season in a tense match against
Worcestershire at Chelmsford that
ended in controversy as Ethan Brookes,
batting with Worcestershire nine wick-
ets down, initially refused to walk after
Porter claimed a low catch. Replays,
which are not available to the on-field
umpires, suggested that the ball may
have bounced.

Porter, 31, took three wickets on the
final day to finish with six for 52 in the
second innings as the visiting side were
bowled out for 266, 29 runs short of
their target.

Brookes was batting with an injured
hand but had hit his seventh six to move
to 88 and bring the target to under 30,
raising hopes of a spectacular victory.
However, the next ball Brookes got a
leading edge back towards Porter, who
took a low catch, but Brookes stood his
ground, pointing to the wicket to
suggest that the ball had bounced first.

Porter responded by pointing at
Brookes and some words were
exchanged, but the umpire had already
raised his finger and knocked the bails
off to indicate the end of the game.
After some discussion between player

and umpires Brookes accepted the
decision. The quality of the replay
makes it hard to judge definitively
whether the ball bounced, and it is
sometimes the case that fielders claim a
catch in good faith not knowing that it
has touched the ground.

“Brookes was within his rights to
question the wicket,” Porter said, “but
I was 100 per cent certain I’d taken it.
I’ve never claimed a catch that wasn’t
clean in my career.”

Once Surrey had lost three wickets
in the first 45 minutes, including those
of Dan Lawrence and Ben Foakes, their
high-scoring encounter petered out
into a draw. It leaves the champions still
searching for their first win of the
season, while newly promoted Sussex
can take heart from an unbeaten start
that has them joint top of the table
alongside Nottinghamshire.

The loss of Lawrence in the first over
without addition to his overnight 117,
after he tamely chipped Ollie Robinson
to mid-wicket, deprived Surrey, who
were 45 runs behind at the beginning of
the day with seven wickets still in hand,
of their best chance of forcing a result.

James Coles’s occasional left-arm
spin proved a masterstroke, with the
Sussex bowler’s last four wickets
coming in 11 balls to earn him a maiden
five-wicket haul.

County Championship round-up
Elizabeth Ammon, Geoffrey Dean

Wisden attacks Indian cricket leadership 
The editor of the 162nd edition of
Wisden has issued a withering attack
on the game’s Indian leadership. 

Writing in his editor’s notes for the
Cricketers’ Almanack, to be published
this week, Lawrence Booth decries the
promotion of Jay Shah to chairman of
the International Cricket Council (ICC)
last year at a time when India were
refusing to play Champions Trophy
matches in the ICC-appointed host
nation of Pakistan. 

Booth says 2024 would be remem-
bered as the year cricket gave up any
claim to being properly run. He
writes: “India already had the mono-

poly; now they had hotels on Park Lane
and Mayfair. At 11.59 on the night of
November 30, Jay Shah was still honor-
ary secretary of the BCCI [Indian crick-
et board] who were refusing to send a
team to Pakistan in February for the
ICC’s Champions Trophy. And when
the clock struck midnight, he was trans-
formed into . . . the chair of the ICC, who
had been frantically trying to resolve
the problem caused by the BCCI.

“A few weeks earlier, when India con-
firmed their no-show, a meme on social
media depicted a man holding two
phones, one to each ear — ‘Jay Shah
(BCCI) informing Jay Shah (ICC).’

Cricket administration, seldom a
laughing matter, was now supplying the
punchlines. The reactions to Shah’s
ascent were telling. From the BCCI
came a gushing email about a ‘journey
to the top that has been nothing short of
inspirational’ — as if this were some
rags to riches tale worthy of Cinderella.
(Of Jay’s dad, the second-most power-
ful politician in India, there was no
mention, nor of the BCCI’s evolving
relationship with the ruling BJP, who
were implacably opposed to restoring
relations with Pakistan.)

“From Shah’s predecessor, New
Zealander Greg Barclay, came a plea to

ensure cricket did not fall under the
‘yoke of India’, which felt a bit late in the
day. From everyone else came, well, not
a lot. After all, Indian administra-
tors and broadcasters already ran the
show, took the main chunk of the finan-
cial pie, ensured World Cups were
scheduled to suit their vast TV audi-
ence — even when the tournament was
on the other side of the world.
Why poke the bear? The communal
shrug confirmed a sorry truth: 2024
was the year cricket gave up any claim
to being properly administered.”

Elsewhere in Wisden, Surrey provid-
ed three of the five Cricketers of the

Year, with Gus Atkinson, Jamie Smith
and Dan Worrall honoured alongside
Hampshire all-rounder Liam Dawson
and England spinner Sophie Eccle-
stone while India’s Jasprit Bumrah and
Smriti Mandhana were named the
Leading Cricketers in the World.

The five Cricketers of the Year are
awarded based on performances dur-
ing the English summer and recipients
can only win the award once. Seamer
Atkinson made his Test debut last
summer against West Indies taking
12 wickets at Lord’s. Smith also made his
debut in the same Test and went on to
make a century against Sri Lanka.

Sport
Essex win marred by row 
over match-ending catch

Brookes initially refused to walk when he was given out after Porter’s catch, but 
with no on-field replay available, eventually had to accept the umpire’s decision
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