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WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  DDeecc..  1144:: The
House on Wednesday
authorised the impeachm-
ent inquiry into President
Joe Biden, with every Re-
publican rallying behind
the politically charged pr-
ocess despite lingering co-
ncerns among some in the
party that the investigati-
on has yet to produce evi-
dence of misconduct by
the President.

The 221-212 party-line
vote put the entire House
Republican conference on
record in support of an
impeachment process that
can lead to the ultimate
penalty for a President:
Punishment for what the
Constitution describes as
“high crimes and misdem-
eanours,” which can lead
to removal from office if
convicted in a Senate trial. 

Biden, in a rare stateme-
nt about the impeachment
effort, questioned the pri-
orities of House Republic-
ans in pursuing an inqu-
iry against him and his fa-
mily. “Instead of doing
anything to help make
Americans’ lives better,
they are focused on attack-
ing me with lies,” he said
following the vote. 

“Instead of doing their
job on the urgent work
that needs to be done, they
are choosing to waste time
on this baseless political
stunt that even Republica-
ns in Congress admit is
not supported by facts.” 

Authorising the months-
long inquiry ensures that
the impeachment investig-
ation extends well into
2024, when Biden will be
running for reelection and
seems likely to be squari-
ng off against former

President Donald Trump
— who was twice impeac-
hed during his time in the
White House. 

Trump has pushed his
GOP allies in Congress to
move swiftly on impeachi-
ng Biden. The decision to

hold a vote came as Spea-
ker Mike Johnson and his
team faced pressure to
show progress in what has
become a yearlong probe
centred around the busin-
ess dealings of Biden’s fa-
mily members. — AP

House approves Biden
impeachment inquiry
221-212 vote can lead to removal if convicted in Senate trial

(L-R) Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committ-
ee Jason Smith, chairman of the House Oversight Com-
mittee James Comer and chairman of the House Judici-
ary Committee Jim Jordan speak after the House voted
to authorise the impeachment inquiry into US President
Joe Biden, at the US Capitol in Washington. — AFP

VIVEK A DANGER
TO DEMOCRACY,
SAYS RO KHANNA
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  DDeecc..  1144:: In-
dian-American Congress-
man Ro Khanna has slam-
med Republican presiden-
tial candidate Vivek Ram-
aswamy, saying he was
“dangerous to our democ-
racy” and accusing him
and his party of offering
“zero solutions” to the
real issues faced by
Americans. 

Indian-origin business-
man Ramaswamy, 38, on
Wednesday night appear-
ed on a CNN town hall in
Iowa during which he
responded to questions on
immigration, border secu-
rity, his religion, and eco-
nomic inequality. 

President Joe Biden’s re-
election campaign respon-
ded to the town hall rem-
arks of Ramaswamy with
a statement from Repres-
entative Ro Khanna, a 47-
year-old Democrat. 

“Vivek’s podcast of a
campaign would be funny
if it weren’t so deeply dan-
gerous to our democracy,”
Khanna, said. 

“His town hall tonight
was an exercise in bomba-
stic rhetoric, offering zero
solutions to the real issues
that Americans demand
action on. It’s a shame
that instead of trying to
focus on the issues as he
did with me at St. Anselm,
he chose to engage in sen-
sationalism for clicks that
has become the currency
to get ahead.” — PTI

Pak poll body’s RO
decision suspended
LLaahhoorree,,  DDeecc..  1144:: A top
Pakistani court has suspe-
nded the election commis-
sion’s decision to appoint
bureaucrats as Returning
Officers (ROs) for the Feb-
ruary 8 general elections,
prompting a war of words
between political parties,
with two of them terming
it as a “conspiracy” to
postpone the polls. 

Lahore High Court on
Wednesday announced a
reserved verdict on the
plea challenging the Elect-
ion Commission of Pakis-
tan’s (ECP) decision to ap-
point bureaucrats as Retu-
rning Officers (ROs) and
District Returning Office-
rs (DROs) from the execu-
tive while hearing a plea
by former PM Imran
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) party. 

Justice Ali Baqar Najafi
of the Lahore High Court
said that on factual groun-
ds, “the apparent absence
of a level playing field” for
PTI is visible to all and
has also been seriously
noted by many independ-
ent groups. “With top pol-
itical leadership locked
inside the jail or gone un-
derground, electioneering
by PTI will be a big ques-
tion mark,” the judge said. 

He noted that PTI’s appr-
ehension that the ECP
may not hold free and fair
polls appears to be well fo-
unded as ROs, DROs and
Assistant Returning Offic-
ers (AROs) are appointed
from the presently posted
members of the adminis-
tration. — PTI

“An open trial in the cipher
case, involving the alleged
leaking of state secrets
and violation of laws, agai-
nst Imran Khan and Shah
Mahmood Qureshi, is the
requirement of justice.” 

— MEHRBANO QURESHI
Shah Mahmood 

Qureshi’s daughter

In-camera trial of
Imran cipher case
IIssllaammaabbaadd,,  DDeecc..  1144:: A spe-
cial court in Pakistan on
Thursday accepted the
country’s top investigati-
ve agency’s plea seeking
an in-camera trial of jai-
led former prime minister
Imran Khan and ex-forei-
gn minister Shah Mahm-
ood in the cipher case in-
volving the alleged leaki-
ng of state secrets and vi-
olation of laws. 

An accountability court
on Thursday granted the
apex anti-corruption body
a two-day physical rema-
nd of Imran Khan in the
Toshakhana graft case.

Meanwhile, Sher Afzal
Marwat, Imran’s lawyer
and a leader from his Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf pa-
rty was arrested on Thur-
sday outside the Lahore
High Court. 

The special court once
again indicted Khan and
Qureshi in the cipher

case, based on the allega-
tion that a secret diplom-
atic document sent by the
Pakistan embassy in Mar-
ch last year was mishan-
dled by them. — PTI

TTookkyyoo,,  DDeecc..  1144:: Embattled
Japanese premier Fumio
Kishida dropped four
Cabinet ministers on Thu-
rsday, as he tried to limit
the fallout from the bigg-
est financial scandal his
ruling party has faced in
decades.

The ousted ministers in-
cluded chief Cabinet sec-
retary Hirokazu Matsuno
and industry minister
Yasutoshi Nishimura in
Kishida’s third Cabinet
shake-up in 16 months, as

he looks to shore up slid-
ing public ratings.

“It’s important to find
out what happened, why it
happened, and what the
issues are that the LDP as
a whole needs to tackle,”
Kishida told reporters on
Thursday evening, refer-
ring to his ruling Liberal
Democratic Party.

“I am determined to
make every effort for the
LDP ... to work together to
win back the trust of the
public.” 

Former foreign minister
Yoshimasa Hayashi re-
placed Matsuno while for-
mer justice minister Ken
Saito took Nishimura’s
post in the key changes,
with several deputy min-
isters also axed.

Kishida does not need to
call an election until
October 2025 and a frac-
tured opposition has his-
torically struggled to
make sustained inroads
into the dominance of the
LDP. — Reuters

Don’t start EU membership
talks with Ukraine: Orban
BBrruusssseellss,,  DDeecc..  1144:: Hung-
arian Prime Minister Vik-
tor Orban insisted on Th-
ursday that the European
Union should not start
membership talks with
Ukraine, a lone hold-outat
an EU summit that comes
at a critical time for Kyiv
in its war against Russia.

Orban is also blocking
giving 50 billion euros ($54
billion) in financial aid
for Kyiv from the EU bu-
dget, but signalled he co-
uld back long-term aid
outside the EU budget, op-
ening a door for some
form of deal on that front.

Ukraine badly needs su-
pport from its Western
allies in its nearly two-
year fight against Mosco-
w’s invasion. Its counter-
offensive has failed to
make major gains and the
Biden administration has
so far been unable to get a
$60 billion aid package

through the  Congress.
Starting accession talks

would be a geopolitical
victory for Kyiv, even if
actual negotiations would
in any case not start
immediately and would
take years.

But this requires una-
nimity, and, although the
EU’s 26 other national
leaders back this, Orban
said he would not budge.

“Hungarians ... don’t
bow to pressure,” he said
as he arrived in Brussels
for the EU summit, refer-
ring to the start of acces-
sion talks.

Orban mentioned a Eur-
opean Parliament election
next June, saying the bloc
should “behave democrat-
ically” and wait for this,
potentially signalling a
months-long delay to any
start of talks on Ukraine.

European Council Presi-
dent Charles Michel has

been testing a few options
for a deal with Hungary
on membership talks for
Ukraine, according to an
EU source familiar with
the discussions. One opti-
on is that leaders would
decide now to open acces-
sion talks but there would
be no conference with
Ukraine to start the nego-
tiations before the end of
next year at the earliest.

It was unclear if either
Hungary or any of the
major countries backing
the start of talks could
agree to this.

Officials and diplomats
said they were braced for
tough talks in Brussels
that could go late into
Friday night or even into
the weekend. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy addressed the
leaders via video link,
urging them to open mem-
bership talks. — Reuters

US rift up, Israel
bombards Gaza
GGaazzaa  SSttrriipp,,  TTeell  AAvviivv,,  DDeecc
1144::  Israel bombed Gaza on
Thursday as top White
House official Jake
Sullivan arrived in Israel
on Thursday amid a pub-
lic rift over civilian casu-
alties in Gaza more than
two months into the
Israel-Hamas war.

The war, now in its third
month, began after the
October 7 attacks on
Israel by Palestinian mili-
tant group Hamas that
Israeli officials say killed
1,200 people, mostly civil-
ians.

It has left besieged Gaza
in ruins, killing more
than 18,600 people, mostly
women and children,
according to the Hamas-
run health ministry, and
devastating homes, roads,
schools and hospitals.

The ministry said
Israeli air strikes early
Thursday had killed at
least 19 people across the
Gaza Strip.

American President Joe
Biden’s national security

adviser was greeted by
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
ahead of talks expected to
focus on Israel’s military
offensive in the
Palestinian territory.

A photo shared by the
Israeli prime minister's
office showed Sullivan
and Netanyahu shaking
hands in Tel Aviv.

It said in a post on X, for-
merly Twitter, that “an
expanded meeting with
the members of the war
Cabinet will be held
later”.

Defence minister Yoav
Gallant also met Sullivan
and told him the war
would “last more than
several months,” accord-
ing to his office.

“Hamas is a terrorist or-
ganisation that built itself
over a decade to fight Isr-
ael, and they built infras-
tructure under the grou-
nd and above the ground
and it is not easy to dest-
roy them.” — Agencies

ATTACK ON RED
SEA SHIP, NAVAL
TIE-UP ON OFFER
DDuubbaaii,,  CCooppeennhhaaggeenn,,
DDeecc..  1144:: A Maersk cargo
ship was targeted by a
missile as it passed the
coast of Yemen on Thur-
sday, the Danish compa-
ny said, amid a series of
Yemeni Houthi group
attacks on shipping that
have prompted the US to
push for a naval coali-
tion in the Red Sea.

It was not immediately
clear if the Maersk inci-
dent was the same as the
one maritime security
agencies reported in the
same area, with a ship
being fired on after bei-
ng ordered to change co-
urse and sail to Yemen.

Separately, the marit-
ime security company
Ambrey said a Malta-fla-
gged, Bulgarian-owned
bulk carrier was report-
edly boarded in the Ara-
bian Sea near the Yem-
eni island of Socotra.

Yemen’s Iran-aligned
Houthis, have attacked
ships and fired drones
and missiles at Israel
since the start of the
war in Gaza. — Reuters

INTRUSION BY
CHINA, RUSSIA: 
S. KOREA, JAPAN
SCRAMBLE JETS

JAPAN, ITALY,
UK INK FIGHTER
JET TREATY
TTookkyyoo,,  DDeecc..  1144:: The def-
ence ministers of Japan,
Britain and Italy on Th-
ursday signed an agree-
ment to establish a joint
organisation to develop
a new advanced jet fight-
er, as the countries push
to bolster their coopera-
tion in the face of grow-
ing threats from China,
Russia and North Korea.

The three had agreed
last year to merge earli-
er individual plans — for
Japan’s Mitsubishi F-X
to succeed the retiring F-
2s developed with the US
and UK’s Tempest — to
produce the new combat
aircraft for deployment
in 2035.

Defence minister Min-
oru Kihara at a joint
news conference with
his British and Italian
counterparts, Grant Sh-
apps and Guido Crosett,
said that co-developing a
high performance fight-
er aircraft is indispensa-
ble to securing air supe-
riority and enabling eff-
ective deterrence at a
time Japan faces an inc-
reasingly severe securi-
ty environment. — AP

SSeeoouull,,  DDeecc..  1144:: South
Korea scrambled fighter
jets on Thursday when
two Chinese and four
Russian military planes
entered its air defence
zone, South Korea’s mili-
tary said.

The aircraft entered
the Korea Air Defence
Identification Zone
(KADIZ) off its east
coast between 11:53 a.m.
(0253 GMT) and 12:10
p.m. and then left the
area, South Korea’s Joi-
nt Chiefs of Staff (JCS)
said in a statement.

The planes did not vio-
late South Korea’s terri-
torial airspace, the mili-
tary said.

Japan also scrambled
jets to monitor Chinese
and Russian bombers
and fighters conducting
joint flights on Thursd-
ay, according to its def-
ence ministry. Aircraft
including China’s H-6, J-
16, Y-8 and Russia’s Tu-
95, Su-35 were spotted
flying toward East Chi-
na Sea through the chan-
nel between Japan and
South Korea. — Reuters

Chinese use AI to digitally resurrect the dead
Growing number of people creating lifelike avatars of their belovedREALISTIC || REPLICA

TTaaiizzhhoouu,,  DDeecc..  1144:: At a
quiet cemetery in eastern
China, bereaved father Se-
akoo Wu pulls out his pho-
ne, places it on a gravesto-
ne and plays a recording of
his son. They are words
that the late student never
spoke, but brought into
being with artificial
intelligence.

“I know you’re in great
pain every day because of
me, and feel guilty and
helpless,” intones Xuanmo
in a slightly robotic voice.

“Even though I can’t be
by your side ever again,
my soul is still in this wor-
ld, accompanying you thr-
ough life.” Stricken by

grief, Wu and his wife have
joined a growing number
of Chinese people turning
to AI technology to create
lifelike avatars of their
departed. Ultimately Wu
wants to build a fully real-
istic replica that behaves
just like his dead son but
dwells in virtual reality.

“Once we synchronise
reality and the metaverse,
I’ll have my son with me
again,” Wu said.

“I can train him... so that
when he sees me, he kno-
ws I’m his father.” Some
Chinese firms claim to
have created thousands of
“digital people” from as li-
ttle as 30 seconds of audio-

visual material of the dec-
eased. Experts say they
can offer much-needed co-
mfort for people devastat-
ed by loss of loved ones.

But they also evoke an
unsettling theme from the
British sci-fi series “Black
Mirror” in which people
rely on advanced AI for be-
reavement support.

Wu and his wife were
devastated when Xuanmo,
their only child, died last
year at the age of 22 while
attending Exeter Univers-
ity in Britain.

The accounting and fina-
nce student, keen sportsm-
an and posthumous organ
donor “had such a rich

and varied life”, said Wu.
“He always carried in

him this desire to help peo-
ple and a sense of right
and wrong,” he told AFP.

Following a boom in deep
learning technologies like
ChatGPT in China, Wu
began researching ways to
resurrect him. — AFP

Some Chinese firms claim to have created thousands of
“digital people” from as little as 30 seconds of audiovi-
sual material of the deceased. — AFP

AI-GENERATED
DOUBLE: PUTIN
LOST FOR WORDS
MMoossccooww,,  DDeecc..  1144:: Russian
President Vladimir Putin
was lost for words when
confronted with an AI-
generated version of hi-
mself. The “double” put a
question to Putin about
artificial intelligence dur-
ing an annual news meet
where callers from around
the country were hooked
up to the President by
video link. — Reuters

SHORT TAKES

CHINA’S ECONOMY
OUTLOOK TO SLOW

IN ’24, SAYS WB
BBaannggkkookk,,  DDeecc..  1144:: China’s econ-
omy will slow next year, with
annual growth falling to 4.5%
from 5.2% this year despite a
recent recovery spurred by
investments in factories and
construction and in demand
for services, the World Bank
said in a report.

The report said the recovery
of the world’s second-largest
economy from setbacks of the
Covid-19 pandemic, among
other shocks, remains fragile,
dogged by weakness in the
property sector and in global
demand for China’s exports,
high debt levels and wavering
consumer confidence.

TURKISH MP DIES
AFTER HEART

ATTACK IN PARL.
AAnnkkaarraa,,  DDeecc..  1144:: An opposition
Turkish lawmaker died on
Thursday, two days after suffer-
ing a heart attack and collapsi-
ng in front of Parliament after
a speech criticising the govern-
ment’s policy toward Israel.

Hasan Bitmez, 54, a member
of Parliament from the opposi-
tion Felicity (Saadet) Party,
died in Ankara City Hospital.

A graduate of Cairo’s Al Azh-
ar University, Bitmez was the
chairman of the Centre for
Islamic Union Research and
had previously worked for
Islamic non-governmental
organisations.

PRESIDENTS OF
VENEZUELA,

GUYANA TO MEET 
CCaarraaccaass,,  DDeecc..  1144:: Venezuela’s
President Nicolas Maduro is
expected in Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines on Thursday to
meet with Guyanese President
Irfaan Ali, amid high tensions
over a dispute involving a pot-
entially oil-rich border area.

Disagreement over the
1,60,000-square-km (62,000-
square-mile) jungle region of
Esequibo has run for decades,
but Venezuela revived its cla-
im, including to offshore areas,
in recent years after major oil
and gas discoveries.

The dispute is before the
International Court of Justice,
though a final ruling could be
years away. 

SUNAK, MELONI
TO TALK ILLEGAL

MIGRATION
LLoonnddoonn,,  DDeecc..  1144:: British Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak will hold
a bilateral meeting with his
Italian counterpart Giorgia
Meloni in Rome on Saturday to
discuss their shared efforts to
tackle illegal migration, Suna-
k’s spokesman said.

Meloni’s office said on Wedne-
sday that Sunak would attend a
political event in Rome organ-
ised by her right-wing party.
Among other politicians set to
attend are Albanian PM Edi
Rama and Spanish far-right
leader Santiago Abascal.

“The PM will have a bilateral
meeting with the Italian PM,
expected to focus on shared eff-
orts to combat illegal migrati-
on,” Sunak's spokesman said.

TERRORISM PLOT:
NETHERLANDS,

DENMARK NAB 4
CCooppeennhhaaggeenn,,  DDeecc..  1144:: Three pe-
ople were arrested in Denmark
and one in the Netherlands on
suspicion of preparing a ter-
rorist attack, Danish police
said on Thursday, adding the
moves followed a coordinated
cross-border police effort.

There was no word yet on the
motive or whether they were
related to Islamist militancy or
to far-right groups. The Danish
Security and Intelligence Serv-
ice PET said in August that the
threat towards Denmark had
intensified after anti-Islam act-
ivists damaged several copies
of the Quran.

HK ‘BOUNTIES’ FOR
5 ACTIVISTS FOR

SECURITY CRIMES
HHoonngg  KKoonngg,,  DDeecc..  1144:: Hong Kong
police on Thursday issued
bounties of HK$1 million for
each of five prominent activis-
ts currently living overseas, ac-
cusing them of national securi-
ty crimes.

All five are living abroad after
Beijing imposed a sweeping
national security law in 2020 to
quell dissent after massive, and
at times violent, pro-democra-
cy protests. The five “have fled
overseas and are suspected of
offences under the national
security law”.

Kishida purges Cabinet

MOSCOW 
COURT on
Thursday

upheld a ruling
to hold in dete-

ntion until Janu-
ary 30 US repo-
rter Evan Gers-
hkovich, arrest-
ed in Russia ea-

rlier this year
on espionage

charges.

RUSSIA PUTS UKRAINE ARMY INTEL CHIEF ON WANTED LIST
RUSSIA PPUT the head of Ukraine’s military intelligence (GUR),
Kyrylo Budanov, on its “wanted” list, accusing the agency he
heads of attacks inside its own territory. Moscow accuses
Budanov, who has led the GUR since 2020, of having organised
a 2022 attack that partially destroyed the bridge linking
Crimea, the Ukrainian peninsula it annexed, to Russia.

AFTER RRUSSIA’S invasion of
Ukraine, Karabas, a young
Russian, was shocked by
images of Ukrainians. He is
part of the Siberian Battali-
on, a unit made up of Russi-
ans who have joined Ukrain-
ian military ranks to fight
against their homeland, ho-
ping someday to help oust
Russian President Vladimir
Putin. Its members hail
mostly from ethnic minori-
ties from Russia’s far east.

If Putin
wins in

Ukraine,
there is real
risk that his
aggression
will not end
there. Our
support is

not charity. It is an invest-
ment in our security. 

— JENS STOLTENBERG,
Nato chief 

NAWAZ BLAMES
MILITARY FOR
HIS OUSTER
LLaahhoorree,,  DDeecc..  1144:: Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
supremo Nawaz Sharif on
Thursday blamed the mil-
itary establishment of
2014-17 for forcing senior
judges to remove him
from power. “They (a ref-
erence to the military
establishment) visited the
residences of senior
judges and threatened
them.” — PTI

E. Gershkovich

Don loses fraud case
gag order challenge 
NNeeww  YYoorrkk,,  DDeecc..  1144:: A New
York state appeals court
on Thursday denied
Donald Trump’s bid to ov-
erturn a gag order restri-
cting the former United
States president from pub-
licly talking about court
staff in his New York civil
fraud trial.

The judge overseeing the

case, Justice Arthur Engo-
ron, issued the gag order
on October 3 after the for-
mer president shared on
social media a photo of
the judge’s law clerk pos-
ing with US Senate Maj-
ority leader Chuck Schu-
mer, a Democrat, and fals-
ely called her Schumer’s
girlfriend. — Reuters


