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"For us, energy is a matter of life and death. Let us find our own solutions.”

The world is becoming less Western, more diverse, more global, and increasingly Asian. That's what
India’s Foreign Minister, Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, says in a major interview with Politiken. He
expresses enthusiasm for Denmark but firmly pushes back when criticized for India’s close
relationship with Russia.

"The world is in a messy phase,” observes India’s External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar,
as we speak with him on the top floor of a Copenhagen hotel.

Wars of annihilation are raging in Gaza and Ukraine. The U.S. has declared a trade world war. China is
threatening Taiwan, while India and Pakistan are catching their breath after a brief but intense
military conflict. At the same time - and more fundamentally - the world, according to the foreign
minister, is undergoing a rebalancing.

The order that emerged after World War Il is perceived by the majority of the world’s population as
unfair. That's Jaishankar’s view, and in foreign policy terms, he represents every sixth person on the
planet.

He also no longer wants to hear criticism from Europe regarding India’s trade with Russia. But at the
same time, he insists to Politiken that Europe and India can work closely together on the technology

that will define the 21st century.

How would you describe the new world order that is emerging?



"To call it a new world order is probably a bit premature, because things are still in flux. But the
outlines are beginning to take clearer shape,” says S. Jaishankar and continues:

"There are still strong imprints from the previous, or old, order. So it's not that a new world order has
completely displaced the old one. But we are seeing a gradual rebalancing. It began with the
economy, and it continues culturally and through new partnerships between countries. This is an
evolution we are witnessing. What should global norms be? Who gets to decide?”

S. Jaishankar is a seasoned geopolitical thinker who has written several books about global change.
For the past six years, he has served as India’s foreign minister, and before that, he was a diplomat in
the Indian foreign service for four decades. During this time, India has become the world’s most
populous nation and the fourth-largest economy. As such, he represents one of the planet’s giants -
1.4 billion people - sharing his worldview with Politiken.

But Jaishankar is also interested in Denmark, which currently holds a seat on the UN Security Council
and will soon take over the EU presidency. Through Greenland, we are also an Arctic power and has a
strategic green partnership with India. Finally, the Indian minister makes no secret of his good
relationship with his Danish counterpart, Lars Lakke Rasmussen. The same, he asserts, applies to the
heads of state Narendra Modi and Mette Frederiksen.

All of these are Danish strengths that India can use to further accelerate its economic and political
rise. Modi calls it India’s "golden era.” But the visit to Denmark is also one of a thousand meetings,
which for Jaishankar are about reducing the uncertainty and instability the world is going through,
because the geopolitical tectonic plates are now shifting.

"Countries, just like societies, need norms, rules, and platforms where they can meet and cooperate. If
you ask me what | do on a daily basis, it's about finding common ground between countries,” says
the Foreign Minister.

The UN is in decline
The emerging new world order, according to Jaishankar, is defined by five phenomena: globalization,
rebalancing, multipolarity, new technology, and the usual rivalries and taunts that have always

existed between countries.

“If you look at the 20-30 largest economies in the world, they have overall become less Western, more
diverse, more global, and significantly more Asian,” he says, pointing to a pivotal year:

"The global financial crisis in 2008 was a turning point because it showed that the West couldn’t
handle it alone. So the former G7 and G8 countries became the G20 during that period.”

But in fact, the world is not at all equipped for the rebalancing that is currently taking place,
Jaishankar believes.

"Our institutions are lagging behind global realities. When they were founded, the UN had 50
members. How can the same institutions function now with nearly 200 members? Large parts of the



world feel they are not part of the decision-making process in the central international organizations,”
he says.

“The UN doesn't really work, because it's anachronistic - because a few countries block the majority’s
desire for change. But then countries will simply find other ways to cooperate.”

Is the UN in decline?
"It's becoming less and less relevant. But politics is like water. It finds a new balance.”
Old and new alliances

This development also puts pressure on old alliances, such as NATO, which was founded after World
War Il, the Foreign Minister believes:

"As | see the emerging world order, we're heading towards a much more multipolar world. And a
world where the importance of the alliances that were part of the previous world order is diminishing.
I'm not saying the alliances will disappear, because | don't believe that. But in Asiq, it's more about
cooperation on shared interests rather than entering treaties or writing down rules.”

He highlights the Quad cooperation between India, the USA, Japan, and Australia as an example of
how future alliances will be more flexible and interest-based. No one is obligated to help each other
militarily, as is the case with NATO.

“It's based on voluntariness - a desire to pool our strengths and cooperate. It's flexible and effective,”
he says.

Clashes

The borders of the old order still push back, however. In April, terrorists murdered 26 tourists in a
disputed Kashmir region, which the Foreign Minister asserts is an integral part of India — a claim
Pakistan, however, disputes. This led to several days of military clashes in May between India and a
Pakistan that, according to Indian experts, received support from a third nuclear power, China.

Is the clash in Kashmir an example of us approaching a more unstable, multipolar world, where a
great power like China also indirectly intervenes? Or is the ceasefire instead an example that the

world still manages to contain such conflicts?

"It wasn't a conflict between India and Pakistan over Kashmir. It was a terrorist attack,” the Indian
Foreign Minister replies firmly.

"Of the maijor collective challenges today, | would place terrorism at the top - alongside climate
change, growing poverty, and the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic in the Global South.”

The world as | see it



The question remains, however, whether the world’s countries can find common solutions when they
- in Europe’s view at least - increasingly share fewer common values.

In Europe, many struggle to understand how democratic India supports authoritarian Russia through
increasingly large oil purchases, while Russia wages a war of conquest in Ukraine and does not
respect internationally recognized borders. What values does India bring to the table in the new world
order you describe?

“Let me split the answer in two. One is about borders, and the other about energy,” Jaishankar begins.

"Our borders have been violated by Pakistan in Kashmir ever since our independence in 1947. And
what have we seen in the eight decades since then? That large, democratic Europe, to use your own
term, has stood side by side with military dictatorships in the region. No one has supported the
military regime - and undermined democracy in Pakistan in so many ways - as much as the West.”

He emphasizes that India supports countries’ sovereignty and internationally recognized borders:

‘But my worldview and my view of Europe are shaped by my own experiences. You talk about the
inviolability of borders - well, why don’t we start with the inviolability of my borders? That's where my
world begins. But we've always been told that we had to solve that ourselves.”

Russian oil

Regarding Russian energy, Jaishankar first points out that Europe - despite its outrage and sanctions
- still imports energy from Russia. At the same time, Europe is driving up energy prices for all
developing countries, including India. "Wealthy Europe turned to the Middle East because it had a
problem with Russia and offered inflated prices to get oil redirected to Europe. So what happened
was that many countries - not just us - could no longer afford it. The major oil companies didn’t even
respond to purchase offers because they were too busy selling to Europe,” Jaishankar says.

"What was the rest of the world supposed to do? Say ‘okay’, we'll just do without energy because
Europeans need it more than us?” the minister continues.

He adds that matters aren’t made easier by the fact that major oil-producing countries like Iran and
Venezuela are also subject to Western sanctions.

"We are societies where income levels are 1/120 of Europe’s. For us, energy is a matter of life and
death. Just as Europe has every right to make its own choices, you should respect our right to do the
same. Let us find our own solutions,” he continues.

Our biggest challenge
Let’s return to the topic of borders: How can you say that India fundamentally supports internationally

recognized borders - and at the same time use the West's lack of support in the Kashmir conflict to
Justify that India won't help Ukraine by isolating Russia? Where is the principle?



"Stop reducing such complex questions to simple yes-or-no answers,” says S.Jaishankar:
"That's not how the real world works.”

When the Indian foreign minister is asked to name the one thing that keeps him awake at night, it's
not borders. It's new technology. Where leaders used to think in terms of decades, they now
increasingly must think in "tech-tiers,” because inventions like artificial intelligence are changing the
playing field at lightning speed.

"We thought the atomic bomb was the most dramatic expression of technological development,
because it could shape the world order - as it did in 1945 and afterward,” he says:

"But the truth is, we're now seeing something far more radical and with far greater consequences
than anything we've seen before. Artificial intelligence, the digital age, the data-based existence we
are all sliding into - it won't just occupy people like me and you. It will affect every single person in the
smallest detail,” says Jaishankar and continues.

‘These are also areas where | believe India and Europe have a particular strong interest in coming
together.”

Technology holds the power to shape the new world order that is emerging in the 2Ist century. How
we harness it will be crucial, says S. Jaishankar:

"We are now touching the very foundation of what a world order can be. How will we measure it?
What are the new tools of power and influence? The very fundamentals are changing. I've been
Foreign Minister for six years and a diplomat for many years before that. When | measure which
question, month after month, year after year, occupies me more and more, | would say that
technology today occupies me more than it ever has. We have only seen the beginning.”
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t TEMA DEN NYE VERDENSORDEN

»For os er energi et sporgsmal om liv
og dod. Giv os lov til at finde losninger«

Verden bliver mindre
vestlig, mere forskellig-
artet, mere global og

i hejgrad mere asiatisk.
Det siger Indiens udenrigs-
minister, Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar, et stort
interview med Politiken.
Haner begejstret for
Danmark, men skyder
resolut tilbage, nar man
kritiserer Indiens nere
forhold til Rusland.

INTERVIEW

‘ MICHAEL JARLNER
-

-

erden eri en rodet fase, konsta-
terer Indiens  udenrigsminic
ster, Subrahmanyam Jaishan-

kar,davitaler med ham pa pverste eta-
ze af et kabenhavnsk hotel,

I Gaza og Ukraine harger udslettel-
seskrige, USA har erklaret handelsver-
denskrig, Kina truer Taiwan, mens In-
dien og Pakistan puster ud efter en
kortvariyg, men intens militerkon-
Hikt. Samtidig, og mere grundlaeggen-
de, er verden ifalge udenrigsministe
renved at rebaluncere,

Den orden, som opstod efter Anden
Verdenskrig, opleves al starstedelen af
verdens befolkning som unfair. Det
mener Jaishankar, der udenrigspoli-
tisk tegner bubikken for hvert sjette
menneske pa jordkloden.

Han vil heller ikke hare mere kritik
fra Europa, ndr det gelder Indiens
samhandel med Rusland. Men samti-
dig insisterer han over for Politiken
pd, at Europa og Indien kan arbejde
tat sammen om den teknologt, dervil
definere det 20 rhundrede.

I taler om graensers
ukraenkelighed -
jamen hvorfor
starter vi ikke med
mine graensers
ukraenkelighed?

Hvordan vil du beskrive den nye ver-
densorden, der erved at ppstd?

At kalde det en ny verdensorden er
nok lidt pramaturt, for tingene er sta-
dig i bevagelse. Men kontureme be-
gynder at std klarere froms, siger S,
laishankar og fortsatter:

wher erstadig kraftige aftryk fra den
hidudige, eller gamle, orden, 53 det er
ikke sadan, aten ny verdensorden helt
har fortraengt den gamle. Men vi ser
en gradvis rebalancering. Den be-
gyndte med ekonomien, og den fort-
sactier kultarelt og gennem nye sam-
arbejdsrelationer mellem lande. Det
er en evolution, v er vidner til. Hvad
skal de glabale normer vare? Hvem
tar lov at besternme i,

5. Jaishankar er en rutineret geapoli-
tisk tenker, som har skrevet flere bo-
ger om verdens forandring, De sidste
seks ar har han varet Indiens uden-
rigsminister, og for det var han i fire
Antier diplomat | udenrigstjenesten, |
samme periode har Indien udvikler
sig il verdens folkerigeste nation og
Herdestorste pkonomi, Men Jaishan-
kar erogsi optaget af Danmark, der li-
ge nu har en plads i FN's Silckerheds-
rid og snart overtager EU-formand-
skabet, Via Gronland er vi ogsd en ark-
tisk magt, som dertil har et strategisk
grent partnerskab med Indien. Ende-

lig lagger den indiske mingster ikle
skjul pd, at han ogsd har et gode for-
hold til sin danshe kollega, Lars Lakke
Rasmussen (M), Det samme galder ev-
rigt for i statslederne Narendra Modi
o Mette Frederiksen (5), fastslir han,

Deteralt samemen danske styrkepo-
sitioner, som Indien kan bruge ol at
satte yderligere fart pd sin gkonomi-
og politiske himmelfart. Indiens
ayldne @raw, kalder Modi det, Men
bespget i Danmark er ogsh et af tusind
meder, som for Jaishankar handler
om at mindske den usikkerhed og
ustabilitet, verden gennemgdr, fordi
de geopalitishe tektoniske plader nu
forskyder sig.

wlande har, ligesom samfund, brug
for normer, regler og platforme, hvor
de kan medes og samarbejde. Hyis du
sparger mig, bvad jeg laver til daglig,
54 er mit arbejde at finde felles fod-
slag mellem landes, siger udenrigsmi-
nisteren.

FNer iforfald
Den nye verdensorden, som spirer
frem, er ifolge Jaishankar definerel af
fem fanomener: globalisering, reba-
neering, multipolaritet, ny teknolo-
Adenalmindelige dyst og drithe
rier, der altid har fundet sted mellem
lande.

sHvis man ser pi de 2030 storste
shonomier i verden, er de gennem-
giende blever mindre vestlige, me-
re forskelligariede, mere globale
of 1 haj grad mere asiatiskes, siger
han og udpeger et ska gsar;

wDenverdensomspandende fi-
nanskrise i 2008 blev et vende
punkt, fordi det vi
tkke kunne hind
sa de ndligere G
Blev i den periode til Gao

Men faktisk er verden
gearet til den rebalancerin
lige nu finder sted, mener Jais-
hankar.

wores mstitutioner halserefter
verdens  realiteter. Da de bley
grundlagt, havde FN 50 medlam-
mer. Hvordan kan de samime insti-
tutiomer lungere, nirdu nu har t
pit 200 medlemmer? Store dele af
verden feler thbe, de er del af beslut-
ningsprocessen i de centrale nter-
nationale organisationers, siger han

WFN fungerer ikke rigtig, fordideter
anakronistisk — fordi nogle B lande
blokerer for flertallets pnske om for-
andring. Men sd vil lande bare finde
andre mader at samarbejde pio.

sDet bliver mindre o mindre refe-
vant. Men politik er som vand, Det fin-
der en ny balances,

Gamile og nye alliancer
Udviklingen hiver og flar ogsd i de
gamle alliancer, der som Nato blev
grundlagt efter Anden Verdenskrig,
mener udenrigsministeren:

wSom jeg ser den verdensorden, der
tegner sig, ser vi mod en langt mere
multipoler verden. Og en verden,
hvor betydningen af de alliancer, der
var en del af den tdligere verdensor-
den, aftager. Jog sigerikhe, atalliancer
ne forsvinder, for det tror jeg ikke.
Men i Asien er der mere tale om, at
man samarbejder om fzlles interes-
ser frem for at indgd traktater eller
nedskrive reglers,

Han fremhaver Quad-samarbejder
mellem Indien, USA, Japan og Australi-
ensom et eksempel pa, hvordan frem-
tidens alliancer vil blive mere fleksible
og interessebasserede. Ingen er for-
pligtet til at hjalpe hinanden mili-
taert, som i cksempelvis Nato,

wlet er baseret pa fmvillighed - et
wniske om, at vi puljer vares kraefier ng
samarbejder. Det er smidigt og effek-
tivtu, siger han,

Sammenstod

Den gamle ordens graenser bider dog
stadig fra sig. § april myrdede werrori-
ster 26 turister i den omstridie Kash-
mir-region, som udenrigaministeren
astslar er en uundvarlig del
af Indien, bvilker Pakistan
dog bestrider. Det udloste
i maylere dages militare

sammenstod mellem In-

dien og et Pakistan, som

ielge indiske chsperter
modtog stette fra en tred-
je atommagt, Kina.

8 Subrahmanyam Jaishankar er
udenrigsminister for hvert sjette
menneske pa jordkloden.

Fotor Thomas Borberg

Er sammenstocet | Knshmir et eksem-
pet pd, at vi narmer os en mere ustoll
multipolarverden, bvor ogsd en stormagt
som Kina indirekte blander sig? Eller e
wibenhvilen tveertimod et elesermpel pd,
apsle den

wDet var ikke en konflikt mellem In-
dien og Pakistan om Kashmir, Det var
et terrorangrebs, kommer det be-
stemt dra den indiske udenrigsmini-
ster,

Al de store kollcktive udfordringer
i dag vil jeg stle terrorisme gverst -

BLA BOG

Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar

Indiens udenrigsminister siden 2015
For det karrieradiplomat siden 1977,

Blandt andet udstationeret i Singapore,
Tiekkiet, Japan, Kina ag USA,

sammen med klimal ingerne,

Phal. | i relationer fra

den voksende fattigdom og folgerne
al cowd-g-pandemien 1 det globale
sy,

Derfra min verden gar
Spargsmilet er dog, om verdens
lande kan finde faelles losninger,
ndr de -1 hvert fald set fra Furo-
pa - i stadig mindre grad har

falles vaerdier,

I Europa har mange sveert ved
il forstd, af dem: Lee Inlien
stutter det autoritene Rusiand
genmem stadig starre oliekab,

raine og elis ikke re-

pekterer intemeationalt aner-

kendte grenser. Hvad er det
for veerdier, Indien foger med
il bordet i den nye verdensor-
dem, du skitserer?

wlad mig dele svaret i to;
et, der handler om gran-
ser, 0g et andet om energis,
indleder [aishankar.

#Mores grasnser er blevet
kraenket af Pakistan i Kash-
mir lige siden vores uaf-
hamgighed 1 1947, Og hvad
har vi set i de otte drtier, der
er ghet siden da? At store de-

mokratiske Buropa, for nu at
bruge jeres cget udingk, har
staet side om side med mili-
taerdiktaturer i regionen, In-
gen har som Vesten stattet mi-
litwrstyret g pi s4 mange mi-
der undermineret demokratiet
i Pakistanm,
Han understreger, at Indien
stotter landes suverenitet og inter-
nationalt anerkendie gramnser:
ahden mit verdenssyn og mit syn pi
Europa er praget af mine egne ople-
velser. 1 taler om gransers ukranke-
lighed - jamen, hvorfor starver vi ikke
med mine gransers ukrankelighed?
Det er derfra, min verden gir. Men vi
har altid fict af vide, at det matte vi
sely Lo

Russisk olie

Om den russiske energi pipeger Jais-
hankar ferst, at Furopa - trods forar-
gelsen og sanktionerne - fortsat selv
importerer energi fra Rusland. Samti-
dig presser Europa energipriserne op
for alle udviklingslande, hesunder In-
dien,

sDet rige Europa vendte sig mod
Mellemapsten, fordi man havde et pro-
blem med Rusland, og tilbad overpris
far at & olie omdirigeret til Furopa. 5§
det, der shete, var, at mange lande - ik-
e kun o5 - ikke Lengere kunne vare
med. De store olieselskaber besvarede
tkke engang kobstilbud, fordi de hav-
de sa travle med at salge til Europas, sic
ger Jaishankar,
vad skulle resten al verden sa go-
re? Sige 'okay’, vi ma si klare os uden
energi, for europaerne har mere brug
for den end os?a, fortsetter minkste-
ren,

Han tillajer, at tingene ikke gores
lettere af, at ogsd store oliclande som
Iran og Venezuela er underlagt vestli-
ge sanltioner,

wi er samfund, hvor indkomstni-
veauet er fi20-del af Europa:
energi ot spergsmil om liv og
ge savel som Europaer i sin gode rectil
at traffe sine valg, bor §respektere vi-
res ret til det samme. Giv os loy il at
finde lnsningers., lortsatier han.

Vores storste udfordring

tad s lige vende ulbage ol det med
greenserne; Hvordan kan du bdde sige, ot
Indien principielt sttter internobonalt
emlte greenser og samtidip bruge
plende statte i Kashmi -
flikten til at begrunde, at ndien ikke
Hjrelpe Ukraine vip isolation of Rusipnd?
Hvorer princippet?

Jawaharial Nehru Universitet med
speciale i atamdiplamati

Sen af Krishnaswamy Subrahmanyam,
en af ideologerne bag Indiens
atomvabenprogram.

Forfatter til bagerne The India Way'
[2020} og "Why Bharat Matters' {2024)
om Indiens rolle | verden

Japansk gift med Kyoko Somekawa
Jaishankar. Hans forste kone, Shobha
Jaishankar, dade af hreeft,

Far til tre bern,

Fodt 9. januar 1955 (70 ir).

nlad nu vaere med at reducere sa
komplekse spargsmal til simple ja-og
nejspergsmaly, siger . Jaishankar:

widan fungerer den rigtige verden
ikkes,

Mir den indiske udenrigsminister
skal pege pd én ting, der holder ham
viagen om natten, er det ikke granser.
Del er ny teknologi. Hvor ledere for
tenkie i drtier, ma de nu i stigende
grad wenker i 'techuier’, fordi opfindel-
ser som kunstig intelligens 1 rekord-
fart wndrer spillepladen.

Wi troede, atombomben ville vasre
denteknologiske udviklings mest dra-
matiske wdtryk, fords den kunne pi-
wirke verdensordenen, hvilket den og-
sd gjorde i 1945 og derefters, siger han;

nMen sagen er, at vi nu ser noget, der
er langt mere radikalt og har langt
storre konsekvenser end noget andet,
vi for har ser, Kunstig intelligens, den
digitale tidsalder, den databaserede
eksistens, vi alle ghder hen imod, vil
ikke bare optage folk som mig og jer.
Den vil pavirke hvert eneste menne-
ske ned 1 den mindste detaljes, siger
Jashankarog [orisatter

Store dele af
verden faler
ikke, de er del
af beslutnings-
processen

i de centrale
internationale
organisationer

aDet er ogsd omrdder, hvor jeg me-
ner, Indicn o Europa har en sarlig
stark inter iatfinde sammeny,

Teknologien rummer kraefier ol at
forme den nye verdensorden, der vok-
ser fremidet 20 arhundrede, Hvordan
vi tojler den, bliver afgorende, siger S
Jaishanlar:

Vi er inde og rere ved fundamentet
for, hvad en verdensorden kan vasre
Hvordan vil v male den? Hvad er de
nye redskaber for magt og indflydel-
se? De helt grundlaggende ting er @
farandring Jeg har varet udenrigsm
nisteri seks dr og diplomati mang
for dec. Nar jeg skal male, hviller
sporgsmil der maned for mined,
for r, optager mig mere og mere, vil
jeg sige, at teknologien i dag optager
migmere, end den nogensinde forhar
giort. Vi har kun set begyndelsens
sebastisn Kjeldtommpol.ak
michael jarlner @pol.dk




