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MiSSion success

Ambassador Pooja Kapur's diplomatic journey is nearing
culmination, as Indian Danish relations reach historic heights.
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Ambassader Pooja Kapur's tenure as Indias Ambassader 1o Denmark has been
distinguished by notable achievements in enhancing the Indo Danish relationship

to unprecedented levels. As she prepares to conclude her term. it is appropriate o
reflect on her contributiens and the flourishing bend between our natiens.

By Jens Bache

er Excellency, Ms. Pooja Kapur,
I'—I known for her unwavering commit-

ment and tireless enthusiasm, has
played a pivotal role in strengthening the
ties between India and Denmark during
her three-year tenure. Through joint efforts,
including with her Danish counterpart,
Mr. Freddy Svane, and the two embassies,
she expresses admiration for the shared

As we begin our conversation, it's
clear to me that we're about to gain
insights from a seasoned diplomat.
With her sharp intellect and com-
manding presence, she sets the stage
for a compelling discussion. | eagerly
await the Ambassador’s perspectives
on the Indo-Danish relationship,
anticipating our usual friendly and
warm exchange that defines my in-

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

Under Madam Ambassador Kapur's
leadership, the relationship to Den-
mark has flourished, building upon
the foundation laid by the establish-
ment of the Green Strategic Partner-
ship. Notable visits, like Prime Minister
Mette Frederiksen'’s to India in 2021,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's to
Denmark in 2022, and the royal visit

India in 2023, underscore the strength-
ening diplomatic bonds between our
nations, of which | understand that
further high-level engagements are
on the horizon.

ECONOMIC COLLABORATION
Economic collaboration, particularly
in the green revolution, has been piv-
otal in the Indo-Danish relationship,
with reciprocal investments between
Danish and Indian firms. Ambassador
Kapur highlights key moments of co-
operation, such as the signing of MoUs
and Letters of Intent during Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s visit to Denmark
in May 2022, and the royal visit of King
Frederik and Queen Mary to India in
February 2023, which saw the partic-
ipation of numerous top CEOs from a
broad scope of business corporations.
Madam Ambassador emphasises that
this collaboration will have a signifi-
cant future impact, especially consid-
ering India’s trajectory to become the
world’s third-largest economy soon,
projected high annual growth rates,
and estimated to include more than
130 million young people in the work-
force. She also highlights the unprece-
dented potential for economic collab-
oration between India and Denmark,
emphasizing cooperation within uni-
versities, research and development as
well as student exchanges.

POTENTIAL OF THE INDIA-
DENMARK RELATIONSHIP
Ambassador Kapur also expresses
optimism about the vast potential of
the India-Denmark relationship, citing
India’s rapid economic growth and

between India and Denmark, citing
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Denmark’s expertise across sectors as
key drivers. She highlights IT, ICT, re-
newable energy, water management,
green transition, and the circular
economy as promising areas for col-
laboration. This convergence of India’s
scale with Denmark’s skills will pave
the way for innovative solutions to
global challenges, with a ripple effect
across sectors and disciplines includ-
ing agro-food, shipping, skill develop-
ment, and sustainable urbanization.
Furthermore,  Ambassador  Kapur
notes with pride the Indian contribu-
tions to infrastructure projects world-
wide, including the design of bridges
in Denmark and airports in Greenland
by Indian engineers at Cowi and Ram-
ball. She expresses fascination with
the potential for further collaboration
in this regard.

Ambassador Kapur then next high-
lights the collaborative possibilities
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successful partnerships such Reliance
and Stiesdal and Larsen & Toubro col-
laboration with FL. Schmidt Engineer-
ing in sustainable energy solutions.
She emphasises the ethos of frugal
innovation, showcased by collabo-
rations with the Innovation Centre
such as L&T and Terma, where Indian
and Danish companies leverage each
other’s strengths for mutual benefits.
This shared mindset of resourceful-
ness and adaptability is the driver for
progress and addresses challenges
effectively.

KEY MOMENTS OF
ENGAGEMENT

During her tenure, Ambassador Ka-
pur has skillfully engaged with di-
verse stakeholders, including political
leaders, business executives, and cul-
tural figures. As she enthusiastically
recounts key moments with Robert
Maersk Uggla of AP Mgller-Maersk
and Mads Clausen of Danfoss, she
emphasises how these encounters
underscore the robust Indo-Danish
relationship across various domains.
In diplomatic and cultural spheres,
her experience at Folkemgdet on
Bornholm last year left a lasting im-
pression of fostering dialogue and un-
derstanding, she tells me. She humor-
ously suggests monthly gatherings
like these to sustain the momentum
of interaction and collaboration in a
democracy. Her immediate meetings
with Prime Minister Mette Frederik-
sen, a former prime minister, and sev-
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Soren Gade, Speaker of the DanishParliament, visits India House to strengthen democratic
relations between Denmark and India.
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her engagement and impressions from
Bornholm, embodying a democracy
characterized by direct and straightfor-
ward dialogue.

EXTENDED RELATIONSHIPS
Madam Ambassador Kapur's diplomat-
ic efforts have extended beyond Den-
mark to include other countries in the
Kingdom, such as Greenland and the
Faroe Islands, where she had visited
three times, engaging with their prime
ministers on multiple occasions. These
interactions has underscored India’s in-
terest in collaborating with this part of
the Kingdom, particularly in Arctic and
Climate research and the fishing indus-
try, highlighting the mutual benefits
of skills and scales in these extended
relationships. She tells me with a smile
that she did not witness the Northern
Lights, and | understand from her ex-
pression that she hopes to return one
day.

PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE BONDS
Madam Ambassador Kapur continues
to emphasize the deep connection
between Indian and Danish people,
which she finds rooted in common
values and shared perspectives. She
points out the values in the cultural ex-
change between our nations:

Resilience: Both Indians and Danes
exhibit resilience, drawing strength
from adversity to drive progress and
innovation.

Innovation: Innovation is a common
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thread that unites the two nations,
with both India and Denmark leverag-
ing creativity and ingenuity to address
societal and economic challenges.

Commitment to Sustainability: Both
nations  prioritize  environmental
conservation, embracing sustain-
able practices for a better future.

In our discussion, Madam Ambassador
frequently revisits the key aspects res-
onating between Indian and Danish
people: a shared appreciation for de-
mocracy and freedom, a commitment
to sustainability and green initiatives,
and a mutual passion for culture and
the arts.

DIPLOMATIC ENGAGEMENT

Madam Ambassador Kapur also high-
lights recent diplomatic engagements,
such as Foreign Minister Lars Lakke Ras-
mussen’s joint visit to India in February
2024, where he, alongside India’s For-
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eign Minister, Dr. S. Jaishankar, launched
a logo marking 75 years of diplomatic
ties and an essential Migration and Mo-
bility Partnership Agreement. As | nav-
igate complex geopolitical challenges,
Madam Ambassador emphasises the
importance of dialogue and diploma-
cy, particularly from the perspective of
the Global South, echoing the Indian
Foreign Minister’s call for a nuanced
understanding of global dynamics.

| at this point express my admiration for
the ambassador's excellent diplomatic
talents, her respect for diversity, and her
ability to connect with people from all
levels of society. From engaging with
our queen and prime minister to inter-
acting with Chairman of the Parliament
Seren Gade and EU Commissioner
Margrethe Vestager, she seamlessly
navigates diverse social circles. More-
over, her participation in yoga sessions
with regular people underscores her
genuine connection with the Danish
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and Indian community here.

CULTURAL RELATIONS

To my interest in Indian culture and
history, Madam Ambassador Kapur ac-
centuates India’s rich cultural tapestry
and its remarkable ability to integrate
elements from the past, present, and
future with a seque that fosters harmo-
ny and coexistence. Having observed
the Danes’ pride in their heritage, she
emphasises our commitment to cul-
tural identity while maintaining an
outward-looking perspective.  Mad-
am Ambassador even identifies this
as a cultural trait that has nurtured the
growth of global Danish corporations.

Furthermore, Madam Ambassador
Kapur has in Copenhagen with ex-
ceptional impact celebrated the sig-
nificance of the International Day of
Yoga on the 21st of June every year, in
collaboration with Indians and Danes
from various yoga traditions. She ex-
presses her joy at witnessing its popu-
larity in Denmark, noting how yoga is
becoming an integral part of Danish
culture. Our mutual appreciation pro-
motes physical and mental well-being
while strengthening bonds and foster-
ing camaraderie between our people
through ancient Indian disciplines like
Yoga and Ayurveda. Madam Ambassa-
dor Kapur expresses her delight in our
annual joint celebrations of the Inter-
national Day of Yoga, mentioning the
event at Folkemgdet in 2023, which
was held in collaboration with the Eu-
ropean Commission on Bornholm, as

Ambassador Pooja Kapur with the Prime
Minister of the Faroe Islands, Mr. Aksel V.
Johannesen, during her official visits to the
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well as at the Royal Opera House in
Copenhagen. Events that further un-
derscore the cultural exchange, shared
values and traditions that unite India
and Denmark.

MOMENTS OF PERSONAL
IMPRESSION

Madam Ambassador Kapur reflections
on her time in Denmark offer insight
into her deep appreciation for our
country’s rich history and traditions.
Her exploration of renowned Danish
sites, including Kronborg Castle, affec-
tionately referred to as “Shakespeare’s
Castle, as she first arrived in 2021, Chris-
tiansborg and Amalienborg Palace, the
royal residence, Hans Christian Ander-
sen Museum, Funen village and Viking
sites underscore her immersion in Dan-
ish culture.

During her visits to these historical
landmarks, Madam Kapur shares her
delight in the rich tapestry of Den-
mark’s cultural heritage. A particularly
fond memory is the dinner hosted by
Her Majesty Queen Margrethe Il during
the historic visit of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi to Denmark, and the en-
gagement with the monarch and the
royal traditions equally appreciated
by all. Additionally, Madam Kapur ex-
presses her fondness for New Nordic
cuisine, enhancing her cultural journey
by inviting friends and family to share
in the culinary delights together. This
cherished experience will accompany
her as she returns to India.

Christina Egelund.

Moreover, Madam Kapur expressed her
affinity for Danish design, jewellery and
especially Georg Jensen and Royal Co-
penhagen, and acquiring decor for her
home in Delhi. Integrating these design
elements serves as a tangible reminder
of her time in Denmark and reflects her
admiration for Denmark’s renowned
design aesthetic, encapsulating the
essence of Nordic living, she describes
with precision and shares with me.,

She then appreciates her forthcoming
conversations with the Danes, finding
them refreshing, and expresses her ad-
miration of the well-behaved young
people, who represent the future of
any nation.

In conclusion, Madam Ambassador
Pooja Kapur's tenure has been transfor-
mative for the indo-Danish relationship.
Her diplomatic finesse and profound
understanding of bilateral dynamics
have nurtured collaboration and mu-
tual understanding between India and
Denmark. With her warmth, grace, and
unwavering dedication, she has made
a lasting impact in Denmark, touching
all those she encountered across the
diplomatic sphere and beyond. As she
embarks on her next journey, may she
carry with her the cherished memories
of her time in Denmark, knowing that
her efforts have strengthened friend-
ship and cooperation between our na-
tions. We bid her farewell with heartfelt
appreciation and best wishes for con-
tinued success.
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