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If you are not satisfied witt
to the FT Editorial Comgla

I offer a slightly different analysis
of the looming dispute between
the EU and the US over Greenland
(“EU fumbles for joint response to

FT.com, December 9). The
strategic danger for the EU and

for Nato (but not necessarily for
the US) is how it plays out between
Nuuk, Greenland’s capital, and
Copenhagen.

Nuuk will demand that it has far
more input/control over Denmark’s
foreign and defence policies for
Greenland, if it is to have a
superpower s military and
monitoring bases stationed on its
territory, and in so doing makes
itself a prime target for already

Trump’s Greenland threats”, Report,

established Sino-Russian ambitions
in the Arctic.

It is likely that such a diplomatic
demand will get pushback. In response
Nuuk may well then appeal to
Washington for help (eg financial
start-up costs) in achieving
independence. If successful, Nuuk as
an independent state could then
negotiate with the US, for a
commercially based, long-term land
lease-type arrangement, regarding the
establishment of US military/
monitoring stations on Greenlandic
territory. Nuuk could of course decide
that it has no wish to join or stay in
Nato. It could also request it be
considered for EU membership, in due
course too. Should the EU or

A Greenland-Denmark fallout is EU’s big risk

Copenhagen decide to play hardball
with Greenland and ignore its wishes,
and were Greenland to go ahead with
independence, it would then be the
first ever Indigenous people to achieve
statehood.

The EU has to up its game and
take a more strategic view of what
the US is actually doing in Greenland
and why, but also consider wider
implications of how it (not the US)
must first deal with Nuuk and
Copenhagen, and the former’s views,
if it is to present a unified front to
Washington.
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